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Hear, Land o' Cakes and britfaer Scots, 
Fia« Maidenidrk to Jonny 6nMt8% 
If there's a hole in a' your coats, 

I rede ye tent it* . 
A chiel*s amang you takin* notes. 

An* fidth hell picilt it 

BuEirs. 
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CHAPTER L 

la a rebellion. 



When what's not meet, but what nrast be, waali 
Then were they choien ; in a better hour* 
let what 18 meet be said it mint be meet. 
And throw fhcir power i'the dust 

ComoiAiivt. 

I* ♦ * • 

K a small iqpartment, remote from the rest 

qf ^e guests assembled at the castle. Sir 
Duncan Campbell was presented with every 
species of refreshment, and respectfully at- 
tended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
M^Aulay. His discourse with the latter 
turned upon a sort of hunting campaign, 
in which they had been engaged together 
agaaost the Children of th« Mitt, with 



4 TALE0 or MT LANDLORD* 

vfhom the Knight of Ardenvohr, as well 
as the M^ Aulays, bad a deadly and irrecon- 
cilable feud. Sir Duncan, however, speedily 

endeavoured to lead back the conversation 

» 

to the subject of his present errand tQ. the 
castle of Darnlinvaracfa. 

•• It grieved him to the very heart," he 
9aid, ^* to see that friends and neighbours, 
who should stand shoulder to shoulder, 
were likely to be. uigaged hand to hand in 
a cause which so little concerned tl^em. 
What sigMfi$9 it," he said, '^ to the High- 
land chiefs, whether King or Parliament got 
uppermost ? Were it npt better to ^^t them 
settle tl^^ir Qiya differences without inter- 
ference, while the chiefs in the mean timf 
took the opportunity of establishing the^r 
own authority in a manner not to, be called 
in question hereafter by either King or 
Parliament ? He reminded AU^^n M*Aulay 
that the measures taken in the last reign to 
settle the peace, as was alleged of the High- 
lands, were in fact levelled at .the patri- 
archal power pf the chieftains,-— and he 
10 



A L£Ci£Nb OF MONTROSE. 5 

inentioned the celebrated settlement of the 
Fife undertakers, as they were called, in 
the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan, 
formed to introduce strangers among the 
Celtic tribes, to destroy by degrees their 
ancient customs and mode of government, 
and io despoil them of the inheritance of 
their fathers. And yet," he continued, ad- 
dressing Allan* " it is for the purpose of 
giving despotic authority to the monarcn 
by ^hom these designs have been nursed, 
that so many Highland chiefs are upon the 
point of quarrelling with, and drawing the 
sword against their neighbours, allies, and 
ariciertt confederates.** 

" It is to my brother,** said Allan, " it is 
to the eldest son of my father's house that 
the Knight of Ardenvohr must address 
these remonstrances. 1 am, indeed, the 
brother of Angus ; but in being so, I am 
only the first of his clansmen, and bound 
to shew ah example to the others by my 
chearful and ready obedience to his com- 
mands.'* 



••The cauw also/' said IxJrd Meiiteith^ 
interposing, «' is far more general than Sir 
Duncan Campbell seems to suppose it. It 
is neither limited to Saxon nor to Gael, 
to mountain nor to strath, to Highlands 
nor to Lowlands. The question is, if we will 
continue to be governed by the unlimited 
authority assumed, by a set of persons in 
no respect superior to our3elves, instead of 
returning to the natural government of the 
Prince agaii^pt whom they have rebelled. 
And respecting the interest of the High- 
lands in particular," he added, " I crave 
Sir Duncan Campbell's pardon for my plain- 
ness J but it seems very clear to me, that 
the only effect produced by the present 
usurpation, will be the agrandisement of 
one overgrown clan at the expence of every 
independent chief in the Highlands,'* 

" I will not reply to you, my lord,'' said 
^iT Duncan Campbell, ** because I know 
your prejudices, and from whom they are 
borrowed ; yet you will pardon my sayings 
that being at the head of a rival branch of 
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the House of Graham, I have both read of 
and known an £arl of Menteith who would 
have dispdained to have been tutored in 
politics/ or to have been commanded in 
war, by an Earl of Montrose.'' 

«« You will find it in vain, Sir Duncan," 
aaid Lord Menteith, haughtily, '* to set my 
vanity in arms against my principles. The 
lUng gave my ancestors their title and 
xank } and these shall never prevent my 
acting, in the Royal cause, under any one 
who is better qualified than myself to be a 
commander in chief. Least of all, shall 
any miserable jealousy prevent me from 
placing my hand and sword under the gui 
dance of the bravest, the most loyal, the 
most heroic spirit among our Scottish no- 

•« Pity,'* said Sir Duncan Campbell, ." that 
you cannot add to his panegyric the farther 
epithets of the most steady, and the most 
consistent. But I have no purpose of de- 
bating these points with you, my lord,'* 
vavtnn^ his hand, as if to avoid further dis- 
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« 

cussion ; ^ the die is cast with you ; aU 
low me only to express my sorrow for the 
disastrous &te to which Angus M*AuIay-s^ 
natural rashness» and your lordship's in^u- 
ence, are dragging my gallant friend Allan 
here, with his father's clan, and mskny a 
brave man besides." 

" The die is cast for us all, Sir Dancan,** 
replied Allan, looking gloomy; *' the iroti 
hand of destiny branded our fate upon our 
ford- head long ere we could form a wish, 
or raise a finger in our own, behalf. Were 
this otherwise, by what means does the Seer 
ascertain the future from those shadowy 
presages which haunt his waking and his 
sleeping eye ? Nought can be foreseen but 
that wbich is certain to happen." 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to feply, 
and the darkest and most cotitested point 
of metaphysics might have been brought 
into discussion betwixt two Highland dis- 
putants, when the door opeoedi 2fnd Ahnot 
Lyle, with her clairshach in her hand, en- 
tered the apartment. The freedom of a 
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A LEGEND Ot ftOKTROSS. 9 

Highland maiden was in her step and iii 
her eye; for, bred up in the closest in- 
timacy with the Laird of M*Aulay and his 
brother, with Lord Menteith, artd other 
young men who frequented Darnlinvarach, 
she possessed none of that timidity which a 
female educated chiefly among her own sex 
would either have felt, or thought neces- 
sary to assume, upon an occasion like the 
present. 

Her dress partook of the antique, for 
AeW fashions seldom penetrated into the 
Highlands, nor would they easily have 
found their way to a castle inhabited chief- 
ly b;j^ men whose sole occupation was war, 
and the chase. Yet Annot's garments were 
not only becoming, but even rich. Her 
open jacket, with a high collar, was com- . 
posed of blue ctoth, richly embroidered, 
and had silver clasps to fasten, when it 
pleased the wearer. Its sleeves, which 
were wide, came no lower than the elbow, 
and terminated in a golden fringe; under 
this upper coat, if it can .be 30 termed, she 

A a 
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wore an under dress of blue salk, $i» 
richly embroidered, but which wa9 several 
shades lighter in colour than the upper gar- 
ment. The petticoat was formed of tartan 
silk, in the set, or pattern, of which the co- 
lour of blue greatly predominated, so as toi 
remove the tawdry effect too frequently pro- 
duced in tartan, by the mixture and strong 
opposition of colours. An antique silver 
chain bung round her neck, and supported 
the wresty or key witlrwhich she tuned her 
instrument. A small ruff rose above her col*; 
lar, and was secured by a broach of some va- 
lue, an old keep-sake from Lord Menteitb^ 
Her profusion of light hair almost hid her 
laughing eyes, while, with a smile and > 
blush, she mentioned that she had M^Au-^ 
lay's directions to^ ask them if they chose 
music. Sir Duncan Campbell gazed with, 
considerable surprise and interest at the 
lovely apparition which thus interrupted 
hia debate with Allan M^Aulay. 

«* Can this,** he si^d to him in a whiapeff|; 
^ a creatvifc so bf^utiful and elegant, be % 
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doflietlie moftician (^ your brotber's esta* 

bHsbmentT* 

<* By no meansy" answered Allan, hastily, 
yet with some hesitation ; <* she is a -~-- a 
-^near relation of our family-^and treated »'* 
he added, more firmly, *^ as an adopted 
daughter of our father's house." 

As* he spoke thus, he arose from his seat, 
and with that air of courtesy whiohr every 
Highlander can assume when it suits him 
to practise it, he resigned it to Annot, and 
offered to her, at the same time, .whatever 
refreshments the table afforded^ with an as- 
^uity which was probably designed to 
give Sir Duncan an impression of her rank 
and consequence. If such was Allan's pur« 
pose, however, it was unnecessary. Sir 
Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon Ahnot 
with an expression of much uleeper interest 
than could have arisen fram any impression 
(hat she was a person of consequence. 
Annot even felt embarrassed under th^ old 
knight's steady gaze ; and itwas not with- 
out considerable hesit^ton^.thati tuning 
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12 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

her instmnient, and receiving afl a!»enting 
look from Lord Menteith and Allan, she 
executed the following ballad, which dur 
friendi Mr Secutidus M^Pherson, whose 
goodness we had before to acknowledge, 
has thus translated into the English tongue : 

THE ORPHAN MAID. . 

November's hail-cloud drifts away, 

November's sun-begm wan 
Looks coldly on the castle grey. 

When fbrth comes Lady Anne. 

The orphan by the oak was set,- 

Her arms^ her feet, were bare. 
The hail-drops had not melted yet. 

Amid her raven hair. 

" And, dame," she said, *^ by all the ties 

That child and mother know. 
Aid one who never knew these joys> 

Relieve an orphan's woe." 

The lady said, '^ An orphan's state 

Is hard and sad to bear ; 
Yet worse the widow'd mother's fate. 

Who mouma bodi lord and hdr. 
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'* Twdve times ilhe rolling year has sped^ 

Sineej wbile firdtn vengeanoe yn\d 
Of fierce Stratballan's chief I fled> 

Forth's eddies whelmed my child," 

** Twelve times the year its course has borxx,*' , 
The wandering maid replied^ . . 

'' Since fishers on St Bridget's mom 
Drew nets on Campsie side. 

'' St Bridget sent no scaly spoil ; 

An infimty well nigh dea4> 
They saved^ and veax^ in wi^it and toil. 

To beg ftom you her breacl." 

That orphan maid the lady, kissed^— 

'^ My husband's looks you bear; 
Saint Bridget and her tnom be blessed ! 

You are his widow's heir." 

« * 

They've robed that maidj, so poiHr Imd pale, 

In silk and sandals rare ; 
And pearls, for drofn of fi^z^ hail. 

Are gUstening in her h^J^ 



* The admirers of pure Celtic antiquity, notwithstand^^ 
iag the elegance of the above translation^ may be desi<* 
rous to see a lileral versionfiNntt the origi&iil Q^lk^^ 
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While the song p^oceeded^ Lord Mfen^ 
teith observed^ with some surprise, that it 



which we therefore subjoin; and have bnlj to add, 
tiiat the original is deposited with Mr Jedediah Cleisbi* 
botham. 

Literal Translation. 

The hail-blast had drifted awaj upon the winga of 
the gale of autumn. The sun looked firom between the 
clouds^ pale as the wounded hero who rears his head 
feebly on the heath when the roar of battle hath passed 
orer him. 

Finele^ the Lady of the Castle, came forth to see h^ 
maidens pass to the herds with their leglins. 

There sat an orphan maiden beneath the old oak-tree 
of i^pointment The withered leaves fell i^ound her^ 
fad her heart was more withered than they. 

The parent of the ice (poetically taken for the fro^t) 
•till congealed iStte hail*drops in her hair ; they were 
like the specks of white ashes on the twisted boughs of 
the blackened and half-consumed oak. 
. And the maiden saidi*. '^Give me comfort/. Lady, I 
am an orphan child." And the Lady replied^ ^< How. 
am I give that which I have not? I am the widow ^ 
m slain lord,— > the mother of a perished child. When X 
fled in my fear tram the vengeance of my husbaodV 
iH^ our bark was overwhelmed in thetide^ andmy ui*' 
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lyppeved to produce a much deeper eflfect 
upon, the mind .of Sir Duncan Campbell^ 
than he could possibly have anticipated 
from his age and character. He well knew 
that the Highlanders of that period posses* 
led a oauch greater sensibility both for tale 
and song than was found among their Low- 
land neighbours ; but even this, he thought^ 
hardly accounted for the embarrassment 
"with which the old man withdrew his eyes 



fant perished. This was on Saint Bridget's mom, near 
the strong Lyns of Campsie. Blay ill luck light upon 
the day/' And the maiden answered^ ^* It was on Saint 
^Bridget's mom, and twelve harvests before this time, 
.that the fishermen of Campsie drew in their nets neithor 
grilse nor salmon, but ah infant half dead, who hath sinci! 
lived in misery, and trust die, unless she is now aided.** 
And the Lady answered, '^ Blessed be Saint Bridget 
and her mom, for thefte are the dark eyes and the fal<p 
coa look of my slain lord ; and thine shall be the inhe« 
vitance of his widow." And she called for 'her waiting 
tfltendantt, and she bade them dothe that maiden In 
flilk and in samite ;^ and the pearls which they hav# 
wove among her black trestesf were whiter than th^ 
hau-dropi. 
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from the songstress, ds if unwHlingto ^ufibr 
them to rest on an object so interesting.' 
Still less was it to be expected, that fea- 
tures which expressed pride, stern cotnmoni 
sense, and the austere habit of a^uthority^ 
should have been so much agitated by sc^ 
trivial a circumstance. As the Chiefs brow 
became clouded, he drooped his large shag- 
gy grey eye-brows until they almbst con- 
cealed his eyes, oh the lids of which some- 
thing like a tear might be seen to glisten.. 
He remained silent and fixed in the same 
posture for a minute or two, after the lasl^ 
note had ceased to vibrate. He then r^i^ 
sed his head, and having looked at Annot. 
Lyle, as if about to speak to her, he as sud- 
denly changed that purpose, and was abaufc 
to address Allan, when the door opened^ 
and the Lord of the Castle made his ap- 
pearance. 
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CHAPTER U; 

Dark on their journey lour'd the gloomy day, 
WiM were the hiH8» and dodfitfal grew the way i 
Itbre difk, more ^oomy, and more douhtfid. thew'cl' 
The amoAmp which redeifed them from the ra«L 

The Travellers^ a JZomance. 

AnoOjs M* AiJLAt was charged with a mes- 
sage which he seemed td find some difflcuU 
ty in comAiunicating } for it was not till 
after he had framed his speech several di& 
ferent ways, and blundered them all, that 
he succeeded in letting Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell know that the cavalier who was to ac- 
company him was waiting in readiness,- 
knd that all was prepared for his return to 
Inverary, Sir Duncan Campbell rose Up 
very indignantly i the ^ront which this 



* * 

jnessage implied immediatdy driving out 
of his recollection the aensibility wbkh had 
been awakened by the mime. 

^^ I little expected this," he said, lookkig 
indignantly at Angus M'Aulay. <« I little 
thought that there was a chief in the West 
Highlands^ who, at the pleasure of a Saxon, 
would have bid the Knight of Ardenvofar 
leave his castle whqn the sun was declMng 
from the meridian, and ere the second cup 
had been.fiUed. But farewdl, sir, the food 
of a churl, does not satisfy the appetite ; 
when I next revisit Darnlinvarach,. it sdiaii 
be with a naked sword in one hand and a 
fire-brand in the other." 

** And if ycwi so come," said Angus^ *» I 
pledge myself to meet you faiily, though 
you brought five hundred Campbells at 
your back, and to afibrdyou and them such 
entertainment tibat you shall noiagain com^ 
plain of the hospitality of Darnlinvamch," 

« Threatened men," smd Sir Duncan, 
** live long. Your turn for gasconadingi 
Xaird of M^ Aulay, is top well known, that 



men of hooour Bboold regwd yeor ymaUm 
To you» my lord» nod to AUap, 1^0 have 
supplied the place at' my churlish hosti I 
leave my thanks. And to you, pretty 
mistress," he said^ addressupig Annot Lyl^ 
<< this little token, of having opened a 
fountain which hath been dry for many a 
year." So saying he left the apartment, 
and commanded his attendants to be sum* 
moned. Angus M^Aulay, eqaaUy embar«^ 
rassed and incensed at the charge of inhos* 
pitality, which was the greatest possible 
affront to a Highlander, did not follow Sir 
Duncan to the court-yard, where mounting, 
his palfrey, which was in readiness, follow<« 
ed by six mounted attendants, and accom-^ 
panied by the noble Captain Dalgetty, who 
had also awaited him, holding Gustavus 
ready for action, though he did not draw 
his girths and mount till Sir Duncan ap« 
j^eared, the whole cavalcade left the castle. 
The journey was long and toilsome, but 
W[ithout any of the extreme privations 
iRhich the Laird of M^Aulay had prophe* 
ned. In truth, Sir Duncan was very cau» 



tfMs 16 iivoiJd thos^ nearer and more secret 
pathsy by tnean^ of \K?hich the county of 
Ar^yl^ waiai accessible from the westward ;■ 
for his relatibn and chief, the Marquis^ was 
used to baast» tliat he would not for a hun-i 
Ared thousand croveiis any mortal should 
know the passes by which an armed force 
eould jp6netrate iiito hi^ country. 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefbre, rather 
riiunned thie HighlandSi ^nd falling ini:o 
the low eoufitryi made for the nearest sea- 
l^ort, where he had several half-decked gaU 
lesy or birlings, as they were called, at his 
eommand. In one of these they embarked, 
with Gustsbvus in company^ who was so 
seasoned to adventure, that land and sea 
ileemed as indifferent to him as to his mas** 
ten 

The wind being favourable, they pursu-* 
ed their way rapidly with sails and oars y and 
carty the next morning it was announced 
to Captain Dalgetty, then in a small cabin 
utidel- the half-deck/ that the galley wa^ 
under the walls of Sir Duncan CampbelH 
caslie# 



l^m$ wh?9 t\e. c»mft mn^i^ %\^^ d^cjjk of thf 
gi^U^j. It w^ 9 gloQiqy 8(gp^re tower, of 
co^^iderB\di^ i»ize ^ad gref^t bi^gt^t, ^ty<tte4 
upon a headland prelecting i^to tbe^salt 
w^^ter lake* ox arm of th^ sef^ which thej 
had qntered on tl^^ p];ec4)diqg evein^g. A 
waUf with fl^qking towera at «|^ aipglftr 
wrfounded th,^ c^tle tq^ ^i^w^r^y ll^Vt t(h 
Yf2^rd3 the laHe» it if(^ built so vfi^x thf 
brink C|f the prmpfce 9.9 91^^ tq If^ve raciOfi 

f^ ft M'^y 9f •^^W .gUM« dedigoed tp 
protect t^§ fortress fi¥>i9 any. in^LiJt from 
that si4^ s^lthough sj^i^^ tq^ h|gl^ to bf 
of any effeptual use aqc^iidiyg to ^le mo- 
^ejrn system of warfare. 

The eastern ^i^ ns^ig bjel^i^d the old 
tpwer, flung ^ts 8hf4oir &c on tlie lakef 
4ark9nt^g the deck oC Jthe g«kUey, 09 yfbvsk 
Capt^n Dalgetty 1)9 w walHef^ wa^i^wilUi 
sptne iipp^tieuce tli^e^ tigjo^ to la^^* Sir 
pqnqam Cs^njipbell, 9^ he w,» intVrotcid by 
l^ ^it^p^l^ yffsj^fif^ mtUmi^ wattft 
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&t like CMlle; bnt no one eaeouri^ed Urn 
taptmstB propofld of ^:)iiowii^ Urn asAtofef 
ualtl, as di^ stated^ th^ AmM wsdri^ 
like direct permiitioiiQr order of tfafe Knight 

In a flboft ttme mflerwards^ the xoao- 
d$Jt/t arrtTedy while a boat^ with a piper 
in the bow» bearing the Knight of Ar- 
denvcdir's creat in «lvet apqn hi& left 
arm^ and playing witii all 'his might the 
family march^ entitled The Gampbelk lyre 
Coming, arrived to conduct the eirroy of 
Montrose to the casde of Ardenvohr; 
The distance between the galley and the 
beach was so short as scarce to require tiber 
assistance of the eight sturdy roweiHi iu 
bonnetSf short coat8» and* trews, whose 
efforts sent the bokt to the Htlle credc in 
wjhldi iJiey usually landedt befolre one could 
have conceived that it had left the side of 
the biiiiiig. Two of die boatmen, in spite 
ef Dalgetty's resistance, horsed the captain 
on the back of a third Highlander, and 
wadmg Aroug^ the turf with Inm, Imimi 



« 

iMift high «iid dry upon the beftch beneath 
the cMle rock. Itt the fece of this rock 
ttere^appeared somethiog Wke the entranee 
of aloir^browed cvrenr, towiirds which tiie 
assistants were preparing to hurry onr Mend 
Dalgetty^ wfara, shaking hioasctf loose from 
them with some difficulty, he insisted upon 
seehigGustavas safely landed foefinre he pro- 
ce^ed one irtep farther. The Highland's 
MMild not comprehend what he meant, un* 
tU one who bad picked up a littile Engliriit 
€^ mthar Lowland Scotch, exchimedt 
«< fleets f its a- about her horse, ta useless 
ba^." Farther remonstrance on &e part 
of Cnftsain Dalgetty was interrupted by 
the appearance of Sir Duncan Campbell 
himsi^, Irom tlie moi^h of the cavern 
which we hiEiTe described, for the purpose 
orinViiing Captain Balgetiy to accept of 
the hospitality of Ardemrdir, pledging 
his honour, at the same time, that Guista^ 
▼us should be treated as became the hero 
fmm whbm he derived his name, not to 
mmtim the important pef«on to whom he 
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Victory gu^raqtWy Cs^pt^in Dalgetty-wp^l^ 
still have h<isititted, such wwi hts- MXi^. 
to whne^^ tb^ fiitf of l^s caanpfatioii Qash 
^^^, l^ ^^t twi^ Hig^laq^efs s^iiffid hitti 
\3ty the awfp twp wm^ pushed km okiA^^ 
)^q<), wbUe a fi^ ej|p]|i^^ "^ HoHt a«iia' 
^i' tb0 dflft.Siaspi^b'! does she na hear 
|he laird bidding h^F i^p ^q her 9m Ofi6^» 
1^ ia iia thjit v^rjf cf^icl^le bpn^uir for t|ie 
1,1^9 o;i,err 

Thus iippciled, CatlHiii ];)flg«$(y^^tt)4 
paly ]i;eep a s^veift^ eye tawaids th^ g|sU 
ley io which h^ h^^ 1^ ^be p^^tper^ l3^ 
^ulitary tqils. In a few nunutes aiierwar^s 
\^ found hvpps^f invplve4 ib the to|f^ dar^t 
](^^ of a staifcas^t which^ eittff ing fifopi 
the low^hfowe^ cavern wh^ch i^e bi^ve n^f^ 
^ioned, wii^^^ upwiM^4' thi:<;!Ugh the ep*r 
trails of the Uvif^ rqck« 

<< The oursed ilighland s^y^v^ges/' {imtf 
tered the cfptain* Mt aloud i ^* what is t9 
t^coq^e of ofte if Qustavust th/s uamem^li^ 
csl' th^ invincible I^w» of tj^ ?i;«leMSi^ 



1 » - " JJ ^tlP '^' Ll!-JiMJ i" «- « 



■(•• I f «. »*y*-* * 



. 4<XKG&|)B OF MOMTEOIffi. S5 

Iwgm^ sbmiU be laaed among tbeir imttn- 

*^ Have no fear of that," said tlie voice 
of £&? PtmoaOf wbo was nearer to hitn than 
ha imagined; ^^ my men are accuatonied 
to hi^le borse9» botii in embarking and 
deemng them» and you will soon see Gkis- 
tavus as safe as when you last dismounted 
from his back/' 

Captain Dd^etty knew the world too 
well to oifer any further remonstrance^ 
whatever uneasiness he might suppress 
witUn his own bosom. A step or two 
higher up the stair shewed light and a 
door, and an iron-grated wicket led him 
- out upon a gallery cut in the open face 
of the rock, extending a space of about 
six or eight yards, until he reached a 
second door, where the path re-entered the 
rocky and which was also defended by an 
iron portcullis. *^ An admirable traverseV' 
observed the Captain ; *< and if commanded 
by a field-piece, or even a few musquets, 
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qliite sufficient to ensure the ptice-agi^Alt 
a storming party." * . , . 

• Sir Duncan Campbell made* no'a^swtr 
a? the time; but, the momtnt tifterwafds, 
when they had entered the second cetvtffi, 
he struck with the stick whi(^h he hadift 
his hand, first on thecne&ide, and th^n on 
the tfther of t4>e wicket, tfnd' the fiatltea 
ringing sound which replied to the blow«^ 
iftade Captain Dalgetty sensible that there 
was a guTi placed on each side for- the pur. 
pose of raking the gallery through "whicb 
they had passed, although the embitasureft, 
tHrough which they might be fired on : 
occasion, were masqued on the outsfdt 
with sods and louse stones. Having ds* 
cended the second stair-case^ they found 
"themselves again on an open jJlatform and 
j^allery, exposed to a fire both of musquetry 
^md wall.guiis, if, being come with hostile - 
intent, they had ventured ferther. A third 
flight of steps, cut-in the rock like the for* 
naer,but not caverned over, led thetn finally 
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iato die baUery at the foet of the tower. 
This last stair also was narrow and steep* 
and, not to mention the fire which mtghtbe 
<^ected on it from above, one or two f eso* 
luke men, with pikes and battle^axest could 
iiave made the pass good against hundreds, 
Ibyr the 8taii:-ca9e would not admit two 
{laTfiW^s abreast^ and was not sc^cured by any 
< ^rt of balustrade or railing from the sheer 
and abrupt precipice, on the>footof which 
the tide now rolled with a voice of thundtr. 
So that, under the jealous p^ecaiitiotis used 
to secure ttii? ancient Celtic, fortress, a per- 
son of weak nerves, and a brain liable to be- 
flMve ^nicjj, might: hf^e found it something 
d^^t to hsfve a(;bieved the entrance to 
the castk, even supposing no resistance bad 
been offered. 

Captain Dalgetty^ tQoold a soldier to feel 
subh tremors» was iK> sooner arrived in the 
oourt-yard, than he pitotested to God, the 
defences qf S}r Quncam castle, reminded 
bim more of the notable fortress of Span^ 
dau, fitaated i^ the. March of Branden- 
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burgh, than of any place whilk it had been 
his fortune to defend in the course of his 
travels. Nevertheless, he criticised const- 
durably the mode of placing the guns on 
the battery we have noticed, observing, that 
<< where cannon were perched, like to scarts 
or sea-gulls, on the top of a rock, he had 
evef observed that they astonirfved more 
by their noise than they dismayed by ibe 
damage which they occasioned." 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conduct-' 
ed the soldier into the tower ; the defenctsf 
of which were a portcullis and ironclencW 
ed oaken door, the thickness of the W:{U 
being the space between tfaem^ He had 
no sooner arrived in a halt hung wi<% tzi 
pestry, than the^ Captain prosecuted his mi* 
litary criticism. It was indeed suspendetf 
by the sight of' an eclcellent %reaicfa[st> 
of which he partook with great avidity f 
but no sooner bad he secured this . mealj 
than he made the tour of the apart^ 
meat, examining the ^onnd around the 
castle very carefully from each window hi 
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the room. He then returned to his chair, 
sod throwing fakoself teck into it at his 
kngtb, stretehed out one manly leg, tmd 
tapping hifl jack*boot with the ridii^-rod 
which he carried in his hand, after the mao- 
fier of .a half*bred aian who affects ease 
in the society, of ius betten, he delivered 
his unadi^ opiinon as follows :-~*^ This 
bouse of you^ now. Sir Duncan, is a very 
pretty defensible sort of m teneesent, and 
yet it is hardly such as a cavaliere of ho^ 
90inr would expect to makitain his credit 
by holding out to many {days. For, Sir 
Duncan, if it pleases you to. notice* yonr 
bouse is over-crow6d, and slighted, or 
(apiiHmMded» as we military men say, by 
yonderroond hillock to thelandwatd, where- 
on an etiemy might stett such a. battery of 
canaon as would mal(e ye glad to beat a 
chamade witbin foity-eigbi hours, unless it 
^haased the Lord exteaordinarily to shew 
mercy." 

^* There is no road," replied Sir Dun* 
can^ somewbat shortly, << by which cannon 
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can be brought against Ardenvobr. rTbt 
swamps and morasses would Bckfce cairfjr 
your horse and yourself^ exee^iittng by such 
paths as could be rendered impassable witlu 
in a few hours." / 

'< Sir Duncan,'* said tb^ Captain^ *^ it is 
your pleasure to suppose soj and yet we 
martial men say, that* where there is asea^ 
coast there is a nakqd side, seeing that 
bannpn and munitioOi where they canmA 
be transported by. land, may be right eaflily 
brought by sea near .- to the place -where 
they are to be put in action. ^ Neither: is a 
castle, however secure in its situation, -to 
be accounted altogether in vincible, or, w 
they say, impregnable ; for i protest tiye^ 
Sir Duncan, that I bare known tweatf^ 
five men, by the mere surprise and aodaet- 
ty of the attack, v4n, at point of ptke, as 
stixMig a hold Bis this of Ardenvohr, and 
put to the sword, caj^vate, or hold to 4J)e 
ransom, the defenders, being ten times their 
own number." 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan C!ampbeU*8 
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kiiowledge^ o£ the worid^ aod .his power of 
ciMi99ealiag\hi3 iaternal ^oiotioo, be appear* 
ied piqued aad hurt. at these reflections, 
ji^kiah the Captain made with the tao$t uxi- 
coQscious gravity, having merely selected 
Xhe sul^ect of conver^tion as one upon 
,which he thought bimaelf capable of -shi- 
i»n!^ and, as thpji say, of laying dowa the 
Jaw, wthout exactly recollecting that the 
^opks tn^ht oot be eq,uaUy agreeable to bis 
Jaodioixl. 

-. .** To^ojit this matter short/' «aid Sir 
#Piin6an,]V9lth ane^preiision of voice aod 
eouotamince si^aiewhat agitate4» *^ it is ijA- 
inecessary /or you t9 tell me, Captaio D^l- 
^Sl^tty, that a castle may be stormed if it \s 
not valorously defended, or surpri6e.d if k 
isjOQt heedfu^y watched. . I^trustthis p4|or 
dbtoflse of oiine will ^^t be found, ifj apyof 
jtJbuese pn^ic^mei^ts^ should eyi^n CaptaU^ 
i>al]^tty hiflftself cbuse to bejleagi^ ^ it,'' 

«? ISot all th^t. Sir. Pui^caJ:!," aqsvver^d 
the persevering commander, *^ X ^would pre- 



— ^"^ 



Ml TAiiU m MT LAtfUMUUi* 



monish you, as a fttend, to teaoe mat a 
iconce upon that round hiU^ with a ffmd 
graflfe or dit^, whilk may be eaaiiy accom^ 
pHsbed by compcUmg the labour of die 
boors in the vicinity ; it bdog the cuatom 
of the valorous Gustavus Adolphus to 
fight as much by tbe spade and shovelt as 
by sword, piker suui musquet Abo I 
would advise you to fortify the said seouc^ 
80t only by a fouisie or graffe, but a bo by 
certain stackets or palisade."— (iiere Sir 
Duncan, becoming iaipatienti 1^ the«ntq^ 
ffient, the Captam Mhw'mg him to the 
door, and raistng his voice as be retreated"^ 
until he was &irly oiA of hearing. )^^" The 
lirhilk stackets or palisades shootd be art£>> 
ficially framed with re*>enteriog angles and 
loop-holes, or crenelles, £e^ niiusquetry, 
wberecf it shall arise that the foemen-^— -^ 
The Highlatid brutel the old Highland 
brute ! They are as proud as peacocks, and 
as obstinate as tttps-i^^-and here he has missed 
an oppcHTtunity of making his bouse as pret^ 
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t|r «i itrtgslar fi^tift^Uoii as an iiipvadkig 
anqr evsr faroke dmr teeth upim« Bat I 
aM»" lie c0DtiiiQed^ lookiog down frotti the 
wt&dow opcm tlipe bottom of the precipice, 
^ they have got GustavQS safe ashore— -pro* 
per &Uow i : i would know that toss of his 
bead among, a whole sqtiaifatm, I must go 
to see what ^ey are to make of him." 

He had no sooner mched, however, the 
court to the seaward, and put hknself in 
the act of desModing the stair-case, than 
fefi0 Highiaod ' seaftinelS) advascii^ their 
lioch^ber axes, gaue hsn to understand 
^lat this was a service of d«iger* 
, ^ Diavola !" said the soldier, ^ and I 
ha^e got no pias- word. I could not speak 
a i^Uable of their salvage gibberish, an it 
were to save ase from the provost«maf sbaU" 

f< I wiU be jtour aufety/' said Sir Item- 
QM, ^^ Captain Da^gettyi^' wiio had agaki 
approached him without his dbserving from 
wheooe ; ^. and w^ will 90 together, and 
see bow yo\a iavouiate ^dmrger is accom* 
inodated«" 

b3 
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He eoosducted bim atccocdlogty. dmn$ 
the stdir-case to the beach, and from thence 
Uy a short turn behind, a Urge rock, whicb^ 
C9^n,c$aled the stables aad other offieea be«f 
U^Aguag to the castle/ Captain Dalgettjr 
became sensible, at the same time, that (kc. 
side of the castle to the land was rendered to* 
tally inaccessible by a ravine, partly.natursit 
a^d partly scai^ped with great care and la* - 
bour,.so as to be only passed by a drawbridge* 
Sliili however, the captais insisted, nottr 
withstanding the triumphant air.with whsob 
Sir Duncan pointed out hia defiences, tbali 
a sconce should be erected on Dramsnab^i 
tlie round eminence to the east of the.castle»^ ~, 
in respect the house might be annoyed fron . 
thence by burmng bullets full of fire^ shofe 
out of cannon, according to the curioiia, 
invention of Stephea JBathian, Xing, of Po» 
land, whereby that prince utterly ruined tho 
great Muscovite city of. Moscow. Tbia 
invention. Captain Dalgetty owned, he had . 
not yet witnessed, but observed, ^* that it . 
would give bim particular delectatioa to^^ 
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iprihies8r!tlLe saine put to the proof againit 
AcdcAvobr, or atiy other ckstle of similar 
stfengtt;'* observitig, '• that so cutious an 
experiment !cauld not but afford the great- 
est delight to all admirers of the militaiy 
art.*' . 

. Sir Duncan Campbell diverted this edd- 
versation by carrying the soldier into his 
stables, and rsuffering him to arrange Gos- 
tavns ateording' to his own will and^ plea- 
sure. After this duty had been carefully 
performed, Captain Dalgetty proposed to 
return to the castle, observing it was his 
intention tO' spend the time betwixt this 
suid dinner^ which, he presumed, would 
eome upon the parade about noon, in 
burnishing his armour, which having sus- 
tained some injury from the sea-air, might* 
he was afraid, seem discreditable in the 
eyes of M*Callum More. Yet, while 
tbcy were returning to the castle, he failed 
ndt to warn Sir Duncati Campbell against 
the great injury he might sustain by any 
sudden onfall of an enemy,, whereby his. 
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liones, cfttde, axid granaries might be cut 
€ff and consumed, to his great prgndice ; 
wherefore, he again strongly coloured him 
to construct a sconce upon the round fafll 
caikd Dramsnab,' and ofiered his own 
friendly services in lining out the same. 
To this disinterested advice Sir. Duncan 
only replied by nshering his guest to his 
apartm^it, and informing him that the til- 
ling of the castle bell would make him aware 
when dimiier was ready. 
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CHAPTER UL 

• ■ 

Is this tbj castle, Baldwin ?-^Melancholy 
l>isp]ajrs her sable banner from the donjoni 
> PaAoifigtbeirbeltfteaielthesiiige beneath. 
Were I a habitant, to see this glooni 
Pollute the face of nature, and to hear 
The ceaseless sound of wave, and seabird's scream, 
Fd wish me in the hot that poorest peasant 
E'er finned^ Iq gife Iwm leMpoiary shelter. 

BaowK. 

The galhiiit Ritt- master would willingly 
Imve employed his leisure in studying the 
exterior of Sir Duncan's castle, and verify- 
ing hb own military ideas upon the nature 
of ite defences. But a stout sentinel, who 
mounted guard with a Lochaber-axe at the 
door of his apartment, gave him to under- 
stand, by very significant signs, that he was 
in a sort of honourable captivity. 

** It is strange," thought the Ritt-master 
to himself, '* how well these salvages under- 
stand the rules and practique of war. Who 
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would ha\)e pre-supposcd thctr aei|ifaiiit^ 
aace with the maxim of the great aiul godw 
like Grustavus Adolphus, that a flag 4»£ 
truce should be half a messenger half ai 
spy ?" Andy having finished buroisbiog ' 
bis arms, he sate down patiently to com- 
pote how much half a dollar per dieoi* 
would amount.to at the end of astK mofltfea 
campaign ; and, when he had settled that/ 
probl^n, proceeded to the more abstruse 
calculations necessary for drawing up:ii bal>» 
talion of two thousand men on the prtoetple 
of extracting the square root. 

From his musings^ he was roiised by the 
joyfu}: sound of the 'dinner* bell^ at tlus 
sound of whicbi the Hig^anden lately htf 
gukrd,. became his gentleman^tusi^oi'i apd 
marshalled him to the hall» wberea taHf 
with four covers ibore ample proof is^ of 
Highland liospitality. Sir Duncan entere4> 
cooduoting liis lady, a tall, faded^ melan** 
choly female^ dressed in deep- mournings 
They were followed by a presby terian ^tt^ 
gyHian in his.Geneva cloak, and wearing^a^ 
bllack silk scull-cap, covering his short hair. 
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«i:itlD$ti^, ijittb ii<s>ald scftreebe seea tt 
aH»:$o tliit the unrestrieted earcr had an uiu 
line predominance in the general aspects 
This 'ttngracefol £sisUem was nnivetsal at 
the tiine» and ied partly to tbe'^nicknames 
of inmndheads, prick-aared cufs, and M 
f4»thj which the insolence of the caYalkte 
IcbtraUy; bestowed on their political eoe- 
mies. . i; ■• I ■■ * 

Sir .Dtincan pr^sent^ his* military gnert 
to isis bdy, who received bis technical salu* 
t2ittoni*withi:a ^^aad* silent reverence^ia 
which it couldiscarce be jtidged whethier 
pride or melancholy had the greater shai^ 
Th^ chfirchman^ to whom he was next pre- 
aeirtedy eyed* him. -with a glsDce of minglcui 
dislike aad eurioBtty. ]fot the Captain, irdl 
ac^i3Stonsied to> worse' looks from more daoi; 
gc^ous persons^ eared mery little either fiir 
thoseiof the lady 6r of the diviaae^ bat bent 
his'whde soulupon asiauUing a huge piees* 
of beef, which smoked at the helherend of 
the table But the ons Itmghty as! he woiikl 
iaMe \te»0i0«l it,, wfts.ddayedvpttl the e(st» 



dumm of a very long grace, bttwixteveiy 
geethm of whk^ Dalgetty kaadied Ms knifa 
ttid £wk, 88 lie might have done fats mm* 
ket or pike when going upon actfon, and 
as often resigned them unwiUkigfy wbm 
the prolix chaj^ain oommeoced another 
daiise <rf* his benedictim. Sir Duncan lis;^ 
jtened with decency, thoogh he was anp« 
posed rather to have joined the Covenant 
ters out of devotidn to his chief, than tesi 
relict fw the cause either of liberty ot^of 
presbytery. His kdy done attended 'to 
the Messing, witii grmpfaans of deep acqnin 
escence* 

The meal was perfornied almost in Car- 
thusian silence ; for it was none^of Captain 
Dalgett/s habits to employ his mmth in 
talking, while it could be mote pMfitahiy 
occnpied. Sir Duncan was absdutely 6t«- 
lent, and the lady and chnrchman only 
ocotsionally exchanged a ftw wanis, spid& 
en low, and indistinctly. 

But, When the disheswereremofed; and 
their place suj^rihed by Uquon of vamus 



9m^<2mptBm IklgtiUy no iosgw had^ him- 
ael^ the same weighty reasons for siknee, 
aad begxa to tire of that of the rest of the 
«p«ipwy. He eomatMiced a new attack 
ijq[io& his landkurd^ upon the foriner groand* 

^* Touciuiig diat round montidei or hiU, 
or enmencet tero^ DniaMnab^ I would 
bf proud to hold aome dialogue with you, 
Sit,.DtiDcao, on the nature of the sconce 
to be there conatructed ^ and whether the 
aegles thereof should be acute or obtuse^-^ 
m^H wbillt I have ^ie«rd the great Velt^ 
Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argu- 
meat with General Tiefenbach during a 
nill*stand of amast" 

^ Captain ENtlgdty,'' answered Sir Dun- 
can very^ drUy^ ** it is not our Highland 
^sage t€^debatemtt^ry points withstrangers. 
^is oastte is like to hold out against a 
stronger enemy than any force which the 
unfortunate gentlemen we le/t at Darnlin- 
varach are able to bring gainst it" 
' A deep sigh fpom the lady aceottipanied 
itbe coneluflion of her husband's speech. 
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which seemed to Femind bet of: wme ]^li^ 
iWl circuflistanceu 

^* He who gave»" ^id the clergyman ^ trit- 
dnessing her- in a solrann tone, *< hath tri^eti 
away* May you, honourable lady, be \Bng 
enabled to say blessed be his name*" * . 

To this exhortatfOiO, jKrhich seetvied iit* 
tended for her sole behoof, the lady aosw^^r- 
ed by an inclinntton of her bead, mote h^smti^ 
ble than Captain Dalgetty had yetobsei^veA 
h^ make* Suppoaing he sboald how- fittd 
her in a more oeaveri^e humour, hft 
^oceed^dlo aeco^t her. 

" It is indubitably very natural that yoer 
ladyship should be downcast at the rnun* 
taon of military preparations, whilk I har^ 
observed to spread perturbation amo6g 
women of all nations, and almost all con^ 
ditions. Kevertheless, Penthesiiea, in 
dent times, and also Joan of Arc, 
iothers, were of a different kidney. And, 
aa I h»ve learned while I served the Spa- 
niard, the Duke of Alva i^ fbrnler times 
bad the leagueri^lasses who fqllowed bijf; 



A IdBMRO OF* MOMTIuMB. 4S 

oimp mmshalled into tertiM, (whilk we 
call regimeots), and ofiicerad and com* 
i9«Qd^ by those of thair own feaiininei and 
i^pikted by a comintoder*ki-chief, called 
ip .German Uurewetbler^ ovt as we would say 
vernat^alariy y Captain of the Queans. True 
itis^ tbey were ipersons not to be named at 
piari^leii to youc ; ladysh^, being such qutt 
^fi^m^ttm corptmbus fiui^^ we said <X 
Jean Drochiels, at Mareschal College, the 
.Mme«^bam the French term eurtkanne^^ 
^ttd wdiniScotttsh'^-^-*-*- 
. ^^ The lady will apare you the twftble at 
lurcher cscposition^ Captain Dalgetty;" said 
.})ii^hoat, sQoiewbAt sternly/} to which the 
clergyman added,^ ^^ that audi discoorse bet^ 
ter beiitiedtawaloh- tower guarded by pro* 
fune aoldiery tti^ua tha board of an hooomu 
i^le person,, and the pc^eseoce of a lady of 
^^^«ality.^ , 

,'* Craving your pardon, Domine or D<k^ 
j;fir^,imi quoeunque aiuk nomine gaudes^ for 
^ would have yoato kaow^I have studied 
IK^lite; letters,'' said the unabaeriied eni^^i 
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^ing agreat cttp df iraaet ^* I fle6.iio gcomd 
for your reproof* seeic^ I did not $peak of 
those turpes perwnm^ tm if their occupation 
or character was a proper subject of con- 
versatiofi for this lady's presecce, bat »^i- 
ply per mt^dene^ aa. illustrating the matter 
in handi namely^ tlieir naturaLcoiicage aod 
audacity^ much ^eahanced, doubtl^s^ bj 

the desperate (cirattio^tafieesof 4dieircoMi<> 
tion." 

<^ Captain Dalgetty/' said Sir DuocM 
Campbell, << to breidc shc^t this jd£scDU]9% 
I must ac4|uaiiit you that I bave soma basi- 
tiess |o dis|Md;ch to^night> in order to ena- 
ble tat to ride with you to-«orrow to^^^anla 

InTerara^ and therefore^' 

. << To ride with this pefscm to*morrow !'' 
Mpliied his lady} ^* such cannot be your 
purpose* Sir Danda^ iioless yoa have for. 
gotten that the morrow is a sad anniver^sa* 
lyf and dedicated to as sad a solemnity." 

** I had not foigotten,'' answered Sir 
Duncan ; ^^ how is it possible I can ever 
foiget ? hut the necessity of the times re^- 
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qnif es I should send this officer onward to 
Ihverara, without loss of time.** 

^*Yet, surely, not that you should ac 
cbhipany him in person," enquired the 
lady. 

^* It were better I did," said Sir Duncan ; 
^ yet I can write to the Marquis, And fol- 
low on ihe subsequent day, — Captain Dal- 
getiy, I win dispatch a letter for you, ex- 
plaining to the Marquis of Argyle your 
<ihat^cter and commission, with which you- 
irtJI pfease to prepare to travel to In vera- 
ra, early to morrow morning." 

*• iSr Duncan Campbell," said Dalgetty, 
**I am doubtless at your discretionary dis- 
posal in this matter ; not the less, I pray 
yoii to remember the blot which will fall 
upon your own escutcheon, if you do in any 
ways suffer me, being a commissionate flag 
of truce, to be circumvented in this matter, 
whether ciam^ «?f , velprecario ; I do not say 
by your assent to any wrong done to me, 
but tven through absence of any due care 
on your part to prevent the same." 
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«* You are under the -safeguard of toj h^ 
nour, sir," answered Sir Duncan Campbell^ 
^ and that is more than a sufficient gecuri- 
ty* And now," continued he,' risingi *f I 
must set the example of retiring.'* 

Dalgetty saw himself under the necessity 

of following the hint, though the hour was 

early ; but, like a skilful general, he aTttil>- 

ed himself of every infant of delay whidi 

circumstances permitted. .^< Trusting to 

your honourable parole," said he, fillings his 

cup» ** I drink to you> Sir Duncan, aodtto 

the continuance of your honourable house." 

A sigh from Sir Duncan was the only reply. 

<< Also, madam," said the soldier, replemh;- 

ing the quaigh with all possible •dispat^h^ 

« I drink to your honourable health^^ and 

fulfillment of all your virtuous de^resk— and^ 

reverend sir, (not forgetting to fit the ae* 

tion to the words,) I fill this cup to the 

drowning of all linkindness betwixt ydu 

and Captain Dalgetty — I should say Maj^r 

—and, in respect the flagon contains but 

one cup. more, J drink to the health of all 
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boxiowable cavaliers and brave soldados— - 
and the flask being eiDpty> I am ready, Sir 
Duncan, to attend your facticnary op sen- 
tinel to my place of private repose^** 

He received a furmal permission to retire, 
«nd an assurance that as the wine seemed to 
be to his taste, another measure of the same 
vmtage should attend him presently, in or- 
Att to sooth the hour of his solitude. 
, No sooner had the Captain reached the 
apartment than ttiis promise was fulfilled ; 
atid, in.a;sbort time afterwards, the added 
comforts, of: a pasty of red- deer venison 
rendered him very tolerant both of confine^ 
menJ; and want of society. The same do- 
mestic, a sort of chamberlain, who placed 
tliia good cheer in his apartment, delivered 
to Dalgetty a packet, sealed and tied up 
wjth a silken thread, according to the cus- 
too) of the time, addressed with many tortus 
of respect to the High and Mighty IVince, 
Archibald, .Marquis of Argyle, Lord of 
JLiOrne^ and so forth. The chamberlain at 
the same time* apprized the Ritt master. 
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that be mu^t take horse at an early hour for 
I^verara, where the packet of Sir .Duncan 
would be at once his introduction and his 
passport* Not forgetting that it was his ob- 
ject to collect information as well as to act 
as an envoy, and desirous, for his own sake, 
to ascertain Sir Duncan's reasons for send- 
ing him onward without his personal at* 
tendance, the Ritt-master enquired at the 
domestic, with ail the precaution that his 
experience suggested, what were the rea* 
sons which detained Sir Duncan at home 
on the succeeding day. The maUi who 
was from the low country, replied, «* that it 
was the habit of Sir 'Duncan and his lady 
to observe as a day of solemn fast and hu- 
miliation the anniversary upon which their 
castle had been taken by surprise, and their 
children, to the number of four, destroyed 
cruelly by a band of Highland freebooters 
during Sir Duncan's absence upon an expe- 
dition which the Marquis of Argyle had 
undertaken againist the Macleans of the 
. Isle of Mull." 8 



: «« Truly," said ihe soldifer, ." font lord 
and Udy have some cause for fitstund hvr- 
miliatiori^ Nevertheless, I will ventare ta 
pronouace, that if he had taken the advice 
of any eicperienced soldier, having skill itf 
the pratiques of defending placee of advan« 
tage, he w6uld hav^ buitt a sconceupoti the 
small hill which is to the left of thedraw^' 
brigg. And this I can easily prove to yeu, 
inine honeSt friend ; for, holding that'{)asty 
to be,tii6 castle— ^what's yo\if name, friend?" 
" Lof imer> sir,** replkd the man. ' 
<* Her* is:'to ydur health, honest Loi^t- 
iner.-^-I say, Lorimer-^holdi^g that pasty 
to be. thfe ttiain bodj^ or citadel of the place 
to be^elended, and taking the marrow-*' 
bone for the sion^e to bfc erected^— '* ' 
' «< I am. sorry, siry ?- saiA torimer, intrt*- 
rupting'him, *< thati cannot sfsiy ta hear 
the restof yout denionstrition ; btit the betl 
will presently ring. As ifrOrthy Mr Graneafti 
gowl, the Marquis's own chaplain, docs fa* 
mily 'v^drship, and only's^vfen of c^r house-- 
hold out of sixty persons understanding the 
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f|cottii|h toDguei it would misbjBCoaie any 
ope pf them to be absent, and greatly pre* 
j[udice me io the ppinion of my lady. There 
are pipes and tobacco, sir, if you please to 
^ink a whiff of smoke, and if you want any 
thing eke, it shall be forthcoming two 
hours hence, when prayers are over.*" So 
saying, be left the apartment , 

No sooner was he gone, than the Jieayy 
toll of the castle-bell summoned its inhabip 
tants together ; and was answered by the 
shrill clamour of the females, mii&ed with 
the deeper tones, of the men, as, talking 
SSarse at the top of their tibroats, they hur« 
ried from different qiia^^rs by a long but 
oarrow gallery, which served as a common 
nicatioato many rooms, ao4 among othei9» 
to that in which Qaptain Dalgetty was sta- 
tjjonedii ^ There they gO; as if they wei» 
beating to the roU-ca)l,f' thought the soldjer 
to himself; <^ if they all attend the parade^ 
{.will look out, takie a mouthful of fresh aii^ 
and, make mine own obpervations on ^^ 
pi»Gticabititie9 ojE*this. place.*" 
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AccordiDglyy when all was quiet, he openl 
ed his chamber- door, and prepared to leave 
it ; when, half whistling, half humming a 
Gaelic tune, he saw his friend with the 9Xt 
advancing towards him from the distant 
end of the gallery. To have shewn any 
want of confidence, would have been at 
once impolitic, and unbecoming his mili* 
taiy character ; so the Captain, putting the 
best face upon his situation he could, whist- 
led a Swedish retreat, in a tone still louder 
than, the notes of his centinel ; and reti'eat- 
itig pace by pace, with an air of indifferenct^ 
;is if his only purpose had been to breathe it 
little fresh air, he shot the door in the face; 
of his guard, when the fellow had approach** 
ed within a few paces of him. 

T . '■ 

Thus disappointed by the vigilance of 
his ;CentineI,Ritt* master Balgetty retired 
to his apartmenl^ where, amid the th^ore* 
tic<^ulattons of tactics, and the occasion- 
al mqra [Hractical attacks on the flask and 
pasty, he consumed the evem^ until it 
was time to go to repose. In the moraing. 
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he was summoned by Lorimer at bf eak of 
day, ufao gave him to understand^ that 
when he had broken his fast, tor which he 
produced ample materials, his guide and 
horse were in attendance for his journey to 
Inyerara. After com|)lying with the hoep 
pitabie hint of the Chamberlain, the soldier 
proceeded to take horse. In passing through 
the apartments, he observed that domestics 
were busily employed in hanging the great 
ball with black cloth, a ceremony which, 
he saidy he had observed practised when 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphus lay in 
state in tlie Castle of Wolgast, and which, 
therefore, he opined, was a testimonial of 
the strictest and deepest mourning* 

When Dalgetty mounted his steed, he 
found himself attended, or perhaps guard- 
ed, by five or six Campbells, well armed, 
commanded by one, who, from the target at 
his shoulder, and the short cock's^featha: in 
i)is bonnet, as well as from the state .which 
he took upon himself, claimed the rai^k of a 
Dunniewassel, or clansman of superior rank ; 
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ft&d indeed, from bis. dignity of deportmenf^ 
eauld not iKtand in a more distant degree of 
fdatioBAip to Sir Duncan » than thatof tenth 
•ri^fth cousin at farthest. But it wasim- 
possible to extract positive information on 
this orany other subject, inasmuch aa neither 
thia commander nor any of* his party spoke 
Sogtiirt). The Captain rode, and his mili- 
tary attendants walked } but such was their 
activity, and so numerous the impediments 
which the nature of the road presented to 
the equestrian mode of travelling, that far 
fyom being retarde<l hy^the slowness of their 
pace, htsdifficttlty was rather in keeping up 
xwith his guides. He observed that tbey 
cccaiionally watched him with a sharp eye^ 
as if they were jealous of some effort to 
escape } and onoe, as he Hngered behind at 
^crossing a brook, ono of the gillies began 
to lilow the match of his i^ec», giving him 
.to understand that he would run. some 
xi^oe in ci^e of an attempt to parf com« 
|ja9y. Palgetty did not augur much good 
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fyom die ckiae watch tkus maiirtiaBCfdupam 
iM^MunoQ ; but there was no resaedyv for am 
attempt to escape fraat his atleodants in an 
iaqperviotts and utiknowii oounfery, wonkl 
Imre been Iktie ahort of insanity, fie therd* 
ton plodded patiently on through a waste 
nod 8a\»ge wilderness, treading patiia wbicfa 
were only known to the shepherds and ^at- 
tle^drirersy and passii^ with much more of 
disccanlbrt than satisfaction many of those 
snfaiime combinations of mountainous sce- 
nery, which now draw visitors from eveiy 
can^r- of England to fi^ust thrir eyes apon 
Highland grandeur, and mortify their. j:^ 
lates upon Highland §are. At length thi^ 
jurrifved on the southern verge of that iidble 
lakeiqMm which Inverara is situiUed ; mnd 
a bogle, which the Duuniewasael winded 
till rock and greenwood raug, served as a 
ttignal to a welLnmnned gaUey , which, start- 
tng from a tareek where it lay concealed , 
2«ceaTed the party on board, including Gns* 
iavQs; which sagadousquaikupedi fm ezpe- 



riettteed tmvdtor ix>th by wftter and kad» 
Iralfe^d id- aifid out of th« boot with the «yft> 
eretion of a (%ristiafi« 
' Embarked on ^ttt t>080iii of Loch Km^ 
Ciptaiti Dalg^y might have admired' Mt 
c(f the grandest scenes ^vliibh.nifti;rte afertb. 
He might have noticed iSie rival riven 
Aray and Shiray, which pay tribnt^ to the 
lake, each issuing from its owq' dark and 
irooded^retreat He might have mm^^ 
tm the «aft and gentle slope that ascmidi 
from theshorei^ the noble old OoAAe castle^ 
with its varied outline, embattled* walfav 
towers, a.nd outer and inner courts^ wliiob» 
so far as the picturesque is concttned^-^^e* 
aeanted an aspect much more striking than 
the present massive and uniform nansMNi* 
He might have admired those dark wooda 
which for many a mile surrounded thk 
strong and princely dwelling, and his eye 
might have dwelt on the picturesque peak 
of Duniquoich, starting abruptly from the 
lake, and raising its 'scathed brow inte die 
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^ists of middle sky, while a solitary watch- 
towef , periled on v Its top like aa gagk's 
nestt gave dignity to .the iceoe by awftM^r* 
ipg a 8(6110^ of possible danger All these, 
and evefy other acconapaniment of this no- 
lit scene. Captain Dalgetty might have 
Oiark^d, if .he bad been so minded. Bat» 
to confess the truth, the gallant captain, 
who bad qaten nothing since : day*break, 
W4^ ichiefly interested by the smoke which 
a^ceiidcid from the castle chimnies, and the 
expectations which this seemed to warrant 
9f his encountering an abundant stock of 
provant, as be was wont to call supplies of 
this nature. 

; The b^y^t soon approached the rugged 
pj#r, which abutted into the loch fi'om the 
little tQwn of Inverara, then a rude as- 
sembkige of huts, with a very few stone 
mansions Interspersed, stretching upwards 
£r-om. the banks of Lpch Fine to the prin^ 
cipal gate of the castle, before wbiqh a 
sce^e (nresented itself that might easily 
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iiave quelled a less stout heart, and turned 
a more delicate stomach, than those of Rit- 
(ter master Dugald Dalgetty, titular of 
Drumthwacket. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

For dose designs tnd crooked counsels fit, 
Sqgadous^ bold, and turbulent of wit, 
Restless, unfixM in prindple and place. 
In pow'r unpleased, impatient in disgrace. 

Absalom and AcHiTomiL. 

The village of Inverara, now a neat 
county town, then partook of the rudeness 
of the seventeenth century, in the roisna^ 
ble appearance of the houses, and the ir«* 
regularity of the unpaved street. But a 
stronger and more terrible characteristic 
of the period appeared in the market-place, 
which was a space of irregular width, half 
way betwixt the harbour, or pier, and the 
-frowning castle gate, which terminated with 
its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and flank* 
ers, the upper end of the vista. Midway 
this space was erected a rude gibbet, on 

9 
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wbich hung five dead bodies, two of which 
ftom their dress seemed to have been Loww 
landers, and the othef three corpses were 
muffled in their Highland plaids. Two or 
three women sate under the gallows, wIm 
seemed to be mourning and singing tiie 
coronach of the deceased^ in a low voice* 
But the spectacle was apparently of too 
ordinary occurrence to have much ititerest 
for the inhabitants at large, who, while thef 
thronged to look at the military figure, the 
horse of an unusud sfee, and the burnished 
panoply of Captain Dalgett^, seemed to 
bestow no attention whatever on the pite* 
ous spectacle which their own market-place 
afforded; 

The envoy of Montrose was not quite so 
indifierent, and hearing a word or two of 
English escsqpe from a HigUaada of d6« 
cent appearance, he immediately halted* 
Gustavus and addressed him. ^* The Pro* 
vost Marshal has been busy here, my friend. 
May I crave of you what these delinquents 
have been justified for ?^ 
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Hi looked towards IW i^bbet ashefpoke,. 
and ttie Gael cdmptehending hii» meaniog^ 
T§ik» by hb aeti<m than^bis words, imme-: 
dialiely replied, •* Thi?eei g^nttemen eate^, 
HUte^-rGod sain them (crossing himaelC)— 
twa Sasdenach bits o' t^diesi that wadqa da 
senietiiingM'CalluniMare badethem^^aod. 
ti^iraiftg fitom Dalgetty';wi(2haii air of iodifr 
fefcmcei away be walked, stay ing no fiarthec 
qiiie$ti0)i; ' 

-Dalgietty sbi^ugged his shoulders .and 
proceeded, for Sir Duncan Caoopbeli's tentk 
or twelfth T cousin had already shewn some 
signs of iqipatieiice. 

' At liiei gate of the Casde, another terri- 
ble spectacle of feudal power awaited hisi. 
Within a stockade or palisado, which ^em^ 
ed lately tp haye been added to the defences 
of the gate, and which was protected by 
two pieces of light artillery, was a small 
inclosure, -wh^e : stood a huge blocks oa 
"j^^hich lay an axe» Both were smeared with 
recent blood, and a quantity of saw-dust 
strewed around, partly retained and .partly 
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oiblttemtiMl tbMnorks of a vei^Ute execu* 
tioiu 

As DalgBtty looked on ttiisjiew object 
of terror, his principal guide Buddenly 
twitched him ty the ^kirt of his jerkin, and 
having thus attracted his att^tion, winked 
aiui ppinted with his finger to a pole fixed 
o>athe stockade, which siipporteda huonn 
head,. being that, doubtless, of the late suf- 
ferer. There was a leer on the Highland* 
er's face, as he pointed to this ghastly spec- 
tacle, which seemed to I^ fellow-traveller 
ominous of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted .from his horse at 
the gate- way, and Gustavus was taken from 
him. without his being permitted to attend 
him to the stable .according to his custom. 
. . This gave the soldier a pang which the 
apparatus of death had not conveyed^ — 



** Poor Gustavus," said he to himself, *• if 
anything but good happens to mei I had 
better have left him at Darnlinvarach than 
brought him here among these Highland 
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salvages, ifrho scarce kfiow the' hcAd tff a* 
hdrse from his tail. But duty must part «i* 

« 

man from his nearest and dearest— 

" When the cannomi are roaring, lads, and the colouvf 

are flying, 
The lads that seek honour must never ffear dying ; 
llren, stout cavaliers, let us toil ^ur brave trade in, 
And fight for the Go^ and the bcM Kioir^f SHsedM**^ 

Thus silencing his apprehensions with the 
butt-end of a military ballad, he followed 
his guide into a sort of guard- room, filled 
with Highland soldiers. It was intiniated 
to him that he must remain here until his 
arrival was communicated to the Marquis. 
To malce this communication the more in- 
telligible, he gave to the Dunniewassel Sir 
Duncan Campbell's packet, desiring, as 
well as he could, by signs, that it should 
be delivered into the Marquis's own hand. 
His guide nodded and withdrew. 

The Captain was left about half an hour 
in this place, to endure with indifference, or 
return with scorn, the inquisitive, and at 



tbe aoQie. time, the loimioaL glances af tbf 
ansed Gael^ ta whom his exterior and eqoi* 
p^;e was ba much ^subject of curiosity, at 
his person and country seemed matter of 
dislike. All this he bore with military 
nonchalance, until, at the expiry of t he 
above period, a person dressed in black vd* 
V^ and ^oearing a gold chain like a modem 
magistrate of Edinburgh, but who was, in 
fact, steward of the household to the Mar- 
quis of Argyle, entered the apartment, and 
invited, with solemn gravity, the Captain to 
follow him to his master's presence. 

The suite of apartments through which 
he passed, were filled with attendants or 
visitors of various descriptions, disposed, 
perhaps, with some ostentation, in order to 
impress the envoy of Montrose with an 
idea of the superior power and magnificence 
belonging to the rival house of Argyle. 
One anti-room was filled with lacqueys, ar« 
rayed in brown and yellow, the colours of 
the family, who, ranged in double file, gazed 
in silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he 
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parsed betwixt their ranks. Adotiier was 
occupied by Higbland gentlemen and chtcfi^ 
0f small blanches/ who were amusing them-' 
selves with chess, backgammon, aiul lotfaer 
games, which they scarce intermitted to 
gaze with curiosity upon the stranger. A 
third was filled with Lowland gentlemen 
and officei^s, who seemed also in attendance; 
and after all, the presence-chamber of -the 
Marquis himself, shewed liim attended by 
a4evee which mailced his high importance.^ 
This apartment, the folding-doors of 
which were opened for the reception of Cap-^ 
tain Dalgetty, was a long gallery, decorated 
with tapestry and family portraits, and ha» 
ving a vaulted eeilingof open wood- work, 
the extreme projections of the beams being 
richly carved and gilded. The gallery was 
lighted by long lanceolated Gothic case- 
ments, divided by heavy stone shafts, and 
filled with painted glass, where the sun- 
beams glimmered dimly through boars- 
h^ds, and galleys, and batons, and swords,* 
armorial bearings of the powerful house, of 
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Ai'Syl'^t^odi^T^VfP^ of the Mgh hereditmy 
officf§ of Justic^ry -of SicOiiaiKil) and ,Mas* 
t^f Qi* tjb^e Royti^l Qounehold,. whkl^ they 
long enjoyed. A^t the upp^r efld of this 
i^f^^ificent j;allery 9tQ0<| the Marquisjiim^ 
fl^f, the. centre pl^aspletididcirde of High* 
Ijuud a(i^ /Lpwland gentlemen, all ricbJy 
dx^ssed,. aiqpng^ whom were two 0r three 
pf^hf^lergy 9 called in^.geihdps, to be wib« 
ij^sses of his zeal for, the jCovenant. 
. ^T^e M;irqui;$ htinfelf ^eas dres9ed in the. 
|a3h^p,.9f the period* vfhich Vandyke jiaa 
so joftf^ i^inted^} hut his hat^t wfs sober 
a^d upifqrm in colour^ and, ratber rich than 
gay. His dark . qoniiple^upQ, furrowed fonre-. 

hea^, and dp^ijc^st igpk, gave him thejip. 

» 

pearance of one fire(]^eAt1y ei^aged iQ the 
consideration of impprlfaiit a^Pairs, and. ffho 
has acquiredi by loqg bp^^tt an. air of gravi- 
ty and myste^yi which he; canjqpt thuke off 
eve^ where th^re is qotbii^ to be qcmcLeaU 
pdv The cast with his eyes,, which bad 
procured him in the Higblands the nii^k** 
mme of Gillesypie Grumach {pv the gria))i 
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was lem peraeptiUe trh^ra be looked dowi^ 
wttdy wliioh fierhaps was one cause of bis 
hairing adopted that habii In persoB, be 
was tall lattd tfam, bat iiot without that da- 
inty of dqportment and manners which h6^ 
eame his high rank. Soindthifig there was 
ootd in im addreiss and ekiist» in bis Hk^, 
altfaotagh 4ie spoke and bcihaved wi^ ite 
Hisul gmeeof a man of efuehquallty. Hewas 
adored by ins own dan^ whose advancenreM 
he had i^peady afeudied^ sitihoitgh he war m 
paopoittioQ dislil^ by the Highkndepi tdfl^ 
«tlier sepltS) noaie of whomf he bad already 
ftripped of tkeir posaessions, wMle oibefli 
conceived themselvm in danger from Ifo 
liittiw schemes^ tad all dreaded the hc^ht 
to which he was ^elevated. 

We have already noticed, that in ^splay- 
ing himself amidst his coanciliors, his i^- 
eers of the household, and bis train of vaa- 
aais, allies^ and dependents, the Marqufe 61 
Argyle probably wishM to make an im- 
pression on the neivous system of Captain 
Dngald Dalgetty* Bat that doughty pws<m 
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}iad &ii^t Jus way, in mat depsrtnent or ai- 
othte* tbroogb tbe^eeater paort of the Thirty 
Y^airs W«r m Gerinaiijr, .« fieriod whed a 
brave and »K:oc6afiil aoiSier was a compa* 
aion for princes. Tbe King of Sweden; 
and, after hk eacampl^ cren the haugbtj 
Princes of tiie Empire, lad found them* 
aehres fain fireqUeMljr to compound mtk 
tiemt dignity, and sitence when they could 
not Mtisfy the pecuniary dahna df their 
iOld^% by admitting thoDBi to nnasuai ptU 
mkifgis and familiarity. Captain IHigald 
I^a^etty had it to 4>oiat lie<had sate witfi 
Ipcintreaat feasts made for monarchs, an4 
ihercsfore was* 0ot a person to 'be 4ir0w.beat 
even by tbe dignity tidiich surrounded 
M^Callum More. tedeeSd, he was naturalty 
by no means the most modest man of the 
world, but, on the contsiry, had so gOod 
4m opinion of himself ^at "into whatever 
company he ohanced to be thrown, he wtt 
always proportionaUy elevated in his own 
conceit ; so that he felt as much at eas6 in 
4m most exalted society as among bis own 



€8 .TALKS ;OF MY LANDLORD. 

ordinary companions,. In this high opinion 
of%iis own rank he was greatly fortified by 
his ideas of the militaiy profession, whicfa, 
in his phrase, made a valiant cavalier a ca- 
pierdoe to an emperor. 

When introduced, therefore, into the 
Marquis's presence-chamber, he advanced 
to the upper end with an air of more con- 
\6dence than grace, and would have gone 
close up to Argyle's person before speaking, 
had not the latter waved his hand as a sig* 
nal to him to stop short Captain Dalget- 
ty did so accordingly, and having made his 
military congee with easy confidence, be 
thus accosted the Marquis : '< Give you 
good morrow, my Iord*--pr rather I should 
eay, good even ; Beio u usted las mams, as 
the Spaniard says*'' 

^^ Who are you, sir, and what is your bti* 
^iness?" demanded the Marquis, in a (one 
,which was intended to interrupt the offeo* 
mve familiarity of the soldien 
I " That is a fair interrogative, my lord/* 
/answered Dalgetty^ << which I shall forth^ 
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with.answer as becomes a cavalier, aftd that 
peremptarief as we used to say at Mareschai 
College.'? 

*^ See who or what be is, Neal/' said the 
Marquis sternly to a gentleman who stood 
near him. 

** I will save the. honourable gentleman 
the labour of investigation," continued the 
Captain. <« lam Dugald Dalgetty, of Dmm.^ 
thws^cket that should be» late Ritt* master in 
various services^ and now Major of I know 
not what or whose regiment of- Irishes ; 'and 
I am come with a flag of truce from a high 
and powerful lord, James Earl of Mon^' 
trose,: and other noble persons now in arms 
for his Majesty, and so God save King 
Charles." 

*« Do you know where you are, and 
the danger of dallying with us, sir," again 
demanded the Marquis, "that you reply 
to me as if I were a child or a fodi i The 
Earl 9f Montrose is with the English ma^ 
ligna.nts, and I suspect you^are oner of these 
Irish runagates, who are come into this 



.^Axa^^^krf 



70 TALMB^tmmi xjotmsaam. 

cwmtiy to bmn^attdshijvM thejr didrfmdbr 
Sii PhfiKm O'Neale;" 

<< My lord,** replied Captain Th^jdity^ 
*^ I an no rtoiegade, tiiough a Major of 
Iriftbevt for which I might refer your krd^ 
ship to the invincible Gustavus AdblfAns 
the Lion of the Nordk* to Bannier, to Q^* 
enttiem, to the warlike Dake of Sax&.Wei^ 
mar^ Tilly, Wallemtein, Ficeolomhit, and 
other great captauis, both dead and living j 
and touching the nobte Earl of Montrose, 
I pray yoor lordship to peruse these my 
full powers for treating with you in the 
name of that rigirt honourable commander.^ 

The Marquis looked sUghtingly at tbe 
signed and sealed paper which Captaiik 
Dalgetty handed to him» and throwing it 
wkh contempt upon a table, asked those 
around him what he deserved who came ait 
the avowed envoy and agent of malignant 
traitors in arms against the state ? 

^ A h%h gaKows and a short shrift,*' was 
the res^y answer of one of the bye- standers. 
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:^^ I ^ ecaitft #C %h9A h<wi ft w « ahle cavaliec 
who hath last spoken,'* 9iid Da]giHJ;x» ** ^ 
b« letts JbuHy .HI ft»r9»ifi^ bia coocltwons, 
a»d «l«)!«fyoijir joed^Mp ^ t^ cautelous in 
^^ij^ititg.t^e jaoie^ 19 resp^t aucb threats 
aac^ to bfo^.hdld <Nit only to base hisognfM^ 
and not la mem of spril and aationt^ who 
arp lipund to f^ theoiialvfa as freely in 
^frvicea of this natuxe^as u|K>ns^ge9> bat-i 
tl^s. Of Qndgt#UB 9f any sort* And Mheitu 
I ha¥0 npt. with n^e a taMnfi^t, #r a white 
flavin rwpec^ our army i$, not yet equtp- 
p^ witih its full appmntment^ yet the ho- 
nourably .c«¥alieK4 and your lordship muil 
concede unto mo, that ^ sanctity of an 
ewiroy wbo cos)#th . ox^. my^tfr of truce q$ 

parlej oQQwtfijh not. in^tbii fuh^ e€ n 
triimp^tf.whUk m but a. «ftfind« ^r in tbe 
^ of a whii9 flag^ wbUk Is^l^ts afi anld i»g 
in. itself, but in the confident ro|Mis«d by 
tha party aandwgi '«|dp^ padgrrsnplt in 
the bnnoisr. qi thosa 4;(|t¥M¥^ th$^ m e apiy 
is, to be .iwcn«dji,ai^xt)ieirrfi#.|e^^ tl^at 
they^itt r«apfBK:tthe jfii#^jf«;atf«flMW weei as 
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the laW of arms in the pet%dii of tm €dki- 
missionate/* • ' -•• ' 

' " You are not come hither to lecture as 
upon the laW of arms, sir,"* said tH6 Alar- 
quis, " whitihndlh^aio^s riOr'cah{ijC)|ily to 
rebels and ihsdi^iits;^but tOH»i(B^4h€i pe- 
nalt'y o** your' insolence arid Ibllyibr hfiiig 
ing a traitorous message to tl* ^Lord Juisltlee 
Generaiof Scotland, w^se'dot^^ caMsbpcm 
him to punish stich ilfl offfence with de%tlih&'^ 
, *• Gentlemen/' saS*the Captain, Who fcte 
gan much to dislike the turn. which l)i» 
'mission seemed about to take,' *• I pray ^ou 
to remember, that the Earl of Monttdwe 
will hold yo^ ind your possesstons lin^fe 
for whatevef injury mjr person, or my toMe,* 
shall sustain by- these unseemly proceed- 
ings,- and^thdt he will be justified^ iii eit^dtr- 
ting retributive vengeance on your pel^ons 
and'posSBteiftfcs.'* : ' ; :i » 

THis ril6htte wks refceived wtth^ji stofti^ 
ful laugh, while otie x>f the Cattapbe'lll te. 
plied, "it-fe a far ery*to Lbehow,'' li pro- 
Verbial expression of "the tribe^ m e^iihfig 
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that their ancient hereditarjr domains hy 
beyond the rejich of an invading enemy* 
M Boty gentlemen/' further urged the un- 
finrtunate Captain^ who was uawiUing to be 
condemned^ without at least the benefit of 
a^full hearing, ^ although it is not for m^ 
to say how far it may be to Lochow, in re- 
spect I am a stranger to those parts, yet 
what is more to die purpose, I trust you 
will admit that I have the guarantee of an 
honourable gentleman of your own name. 
Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, for 
qny safety on this miasioq ; and I pray you 
to observe, that in breaking the truce to- 
wards me, you will highly prgudicate his 
honour and fair fame."* 

This seemed to be new information to 
many of the gendemen, for they spoke aside 
with each other, and the Marquis'a face, 
notwithstanding his power of siqppressing 
^ external mgns of his passions, shewed 
impatience and vexation. 

^ Does Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr pledge 
honour for this person's aafety, my 
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lord ?" said one of the company^ addressing 

(be Marquis. 

. *' I do not believe it/' aitswered the Mar- 

quis ; <^ ^ut I bavenot yet had time to read 

hisletter.** 

** We wilLpray ycwBT lordship to do so,** 
8»id another of the ^Campbells ; <<our name 
must not suffer discredit through the meant 
pf 9uch a fellow as this*" 

" A dead %/' said a clergyman^ " ma- 
keth the ointment of the apothecary to 
stink.*" 

<^ Revetend ^ir/' said Captain Dalgptty^ 
" in respect of the use to be derived, I for- 
give you the unsavouranesa of your compa- 
rison ; and also remit to the gentleman in 
the red bonnet, the disparaging epithet of 
feUow which he has discourteously appjied 
to me, who am no way to be distinguished 
by the same, unless ia aii ftr as I have been 
called feUow-soldier by the great Gustavus. 
Adolphus, the Lion of the North, and 
other choice commanders, both in G^r- 
maDy and th&'Low Countries. Buttouch- 

,7 
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ing Sir Duncan's guarantee of my safet^i I 
\vill gage my life upon his making my words 
good thereanent, when he comes hither to* 
morrow/' 

" If Sir Duncan be so soon expected, my 
lord/' said one of the intercessors, *« it 
would be a pity to anticipate matters with 
this poor man." 

*• Besides that," said another, «* your 
lordship — I speak with reverence— should, 
at least, consult the Knight of Ardenvohr's 
letter, and learn the terms on which this 
Major Dalgetty, as he calls himself, has 
been sent hither by him." 

They closed around the Marquis, and 
conversed together in a low tone, both 
in Gaelic and English, The patriarchal 
power of the Chiefs was very great, and 
that of the Marqtiis of Argyle, armed with 
all his grants of hereditary jurisdiction, was 
particularly absolute* But there interferes 
some check of one kind or other even m 
the most despotic government. That which 
mitigated the power of the Celtic Chiefs, 
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• •• • . ^ * 

vas the necessity which thej lay under of 
conciliating the kindmen^ who» under them, 
led out the lower orders to battle, and who 
formed a sort of council of the tribe in 
time of peace. The Marquis on this occa- 
sion thought himself under the necessity of 
attending to the remonstrances of this se» 
nate, or more properly CourouUaip of the 
n^me of Campbell, and, slipping out of the 
circle, gave orders for the prisoner to be 
liemoved to a place of security. 

«< Prisoner !" exclaimed Dalgetty, exert* 
ing himself with such force as well nigh to 
shake off two highlanders, who for some 
ihinutes past had waited the signal to seiae 
him/ and kept for that purpose close at his 
back. Indeed the soldier had so nearly at* 
tained his liberty, that the Marquis of Ar« 
g)ie changed colour, and stepped back |wo 
paces, laying, however, his hand on his 
sword, while several of his clan, with ready 
devotion^ threw themselves betwixt him 
and the apprehended vengeance of the pri- 
soner. But the highland guards were too 

1« 
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Strong to be shaken off, and the unlucky Cap- 
tain, after having had his offensive weapons 
taken from him^ was dragged off and con. 
ducted through several gloomy passage-s to 
a small side«door grated with iron, within 
which was another of wood. These were 
opened by a griiii old highlander with a long 
white beard, and displayed a very steep and 
narrow flight of steps leading downward. 
The Captain*s guards pushed him down two 
or three stepsf, then/ unloosing his arms, left 
him to grope his way to the bottom as he 
could, a task which became difficult aM' 
even dangerous, when the two doors being' 
successively locked, left the prisoner in to* 
tal darkness. 
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CHAPTER V. 

- r 

Whatever BtraAger visits herei 

We pi^ hit sad cue^ 
Unless to worship he draw near, 

The King of Kings— bis Groce. 

fiuBKi's E^ram on avitii to Invwary^ 

Th£ Captain fitiding himself deprived of 
lights in tbe manner we have described^ 
and placed in a very uncertkin ^ituation^ 
proceeded to descend the narrow and bro« 
ken stair with all the caution in his power». 
hoping that he might find at the botton^ 
some place to repose himself. But >^ith all 
his care he could not finally avoid making 
a false step, which brought him down the 
four or five last steps too hastily to preserve 
his equilibrium. At the bottom he stum- 
bled over a bundle of something soft. 
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which Stirred aqd uttered a groan» so de^ 
fMging the Captain's descent, that he floan*. 
deredforward»and finally fell upon hisbands 
and kneea on the Boor of a damp and stone- 
paved du^eon. 

When^'Dalgetty bad recovered, his first 
demand was to know over whom, he had 
Humbled. 

** He was a man a month smce," answer* 
ed a hollow and brok^u voices- 

^ And what is hk now, then/' said DaU 
getty, *^ that he thinks it fitting to lie upon 
the lowest step of the stairs, and clew'd up 
Uke a horchin, that honourable cavaliers, 
who chance to be in trouble^ may break 
their noses -over him ?" 
^ « What is he now ?'^ replied the same 
voice; " He is a wretched trunk, from 
which the boughs have one by one been, 
lopped away, and which cares little how 
toon it is torn up and hewed into billets 
for the furnace.'* 

" Friend," said Dalgetty, " I am sorry 
for you ; buA^iatfMssa) as the Spaniard says. 



If 70a had but been as quiet as a lbg» as 
you call yoursetfy I should have sated some 
excoriations on my hands and knees." 
' *' You ate a-soldier,'' replied his fellow* 
prisoner ; ^ do you complain on account 
of a fall for which a boy would noE bemoan 
himself ?• > 

** A soldier ?" said the Captain j ** and 
how do you know, in this cursed dark ba» 
vern, that I am a sddier?* 

*' I heard your armour clash as ydii felV- 
replied the prisoiier, ^ and now I see it gKti>- 
mei^ When you have remained afr long ^s 
I in this darkness, your eyes will distinguish 
the smallest efl; that crawls on the flbot.'^ 

" I had rather the devil picked them 
out V said Dalgetty ; ** if this be the C3se» 
I shall wish for a short turn of the rope, a 
soldier's prayer, and a leap from a ladder. 
But what sort of prov&nt have you got here 
-—what food, I mean, brother in affliction ^ 

*^ Bread and water once a day,'' replied 
the voice. 

w Pr;'fii^4*^ friend, let me taste your loaf,** 



mi Dalgetty ^ <« I bope we ihall play g0od 
comrades while we dwdi tiogether^ in thia 
abominable 4piti'* 

^' The loaf and jar of water/' answered 
the other prisoner, << stand in the comert 
two steps to your right band? Take them, 
and welcome. With earthly food I have 
if^laigb done.'* 

Sialgetty 4id not wait for a aieoond invu 
tation, but gropii^ out the provisions, be^ 
gan to munch at the stale black oaten loaf 
with as much heartiness a9 we. have seen 
him play his part at better viands# 

<< Th)g bread," he said, muttering with 
his ipouth full at llie same time, ^ is not 
very savoury.} nevertheless, it is not much 
worse than that which we ate at the famoui 
leaguer at Werben, where the valorous 
Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the ceie* 
brated Tilly, that terrible old her<H who 
had driven two kings out of the field-^ 
namely, Ferdinand of Bohemia, and Chris* 
tian of Denmark.— *And anent this water. 



82 TALra 07 iilT L A^DLpllD. 

which is none 6f the most sfwect, I drink 
in the samecto your speedy deliverance^ 
comrade, not forgetting mine own, and 
devoutly wishing it were Rhenish wine> 
or humming Lubeck beer, at the least, wire 
it but in honour of the pledge. 

While Dalgetty ran on in this way, his teethe 
kept time with his tongue, and he speedily 
finished the provisions which the bei^evo^ 
lence or indifierence of his compankm in 
misfortune had abandoned to his voracity* 
When this task w^s accomplished, he wrap*- 
ped himself in his cloak, and seating him^i^ 
self in a comer of the dungeon in which 
be could obtain a support on each side,, 
(for he had always been an admirer of el- 
bow-chairs, be remarked, even from his 
youth upward,) he began to question hi^ 
fellow- captive, 

*' Mine honest friend,'* said he, ** yott 
and I being comrades at bed snd boaxd» 
should be better acquainted. I am Dugald 
Dalgetty of Drumthwacket, and so forth. 
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Major in a regiment of loyal IrishM^ 2|iid 
Envoy Extraordinary of a High and Mighty 
Lord, James Earl of Montrose— -Pray^ wlaat 
may your name be ?** 

«* It will avail you little to know,** re- 
plied his more taciturn companioli. 

"Let me judge of that matter," answer- 
ed the soldier. 

"Well, then — Ranald MacEagh is my 
name— »that is, Ranald Son of^he Mi&t.'' 

** Son of the Mist !" ejaculated Dalgetty* 
*• Son of utter darkness, say L But Ra-^ 
nald, since that is your narDe, how came 
you in possession of the provost's court of 
guard ? what the devil brought you here# 
that is to say ?" 

" My misfortunes and ray crimes, ** aiii 
swered Ranald. ** Know ye the Knight 
of Ardenvobr i^ 

** I do know that honourable person,** 
repHed Dalgetty. 

** But know ye where he now is ?** re* 
plied Ranald. ^ 

« Fasting this day at Ardenvohr, that he 



84 TAUHk^wxtMrniom* 

may feast ta*inom>w tt Inverara ; in which 
lut purpoM if he chtiice to fail» my leaae of 
humaQ service wiU be somethiog pieca-r 
rious." 

^< TheQ let him kfiow one claims his in^r 
tercession, who is his wocst foe aud his best, 
fiiend/' answered Ranald. > 

" Truly I shall desire to carry, a less 
questionable message^** answered Dalgetty. 
** Siv Duncan is not a perscm to play at 
reading riddles with*" <: 

<^Crwen Saxon;' said the prisoqsr, '^ielL 
him I am the raven that fifteen years ^ce 
stoop'd on his tower of strength aqd the 
pledges be had left there-~I am the wolf 
that found ont his den on the rock^ and 
destroyed bis (^^pring— I am the leader, of 
the band which surprised Ardenyohr yes- 
terday was fifteen years, and gave his four 
children to the sword." r , 

«« Truly, my honest friend," aaid DsJ- 
getty, '< if that is yoKr best r«commet\da- 
tion to Sir Duncan's fietvour, I would pre- 
termit my pleading thereupon^ in reappct 
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I have oiisarved that ereti the animal crce- * 
tionase ioeeiised against those who intro- 
mit with their oftpring forcibly, much 
more any rational and christian creature* 
But I pray you in courtesy to tell me» whe* 
ther you assailed the ca^e from the hillock 
called Drumsnab, whilk I uphold to be the 
troe point ^f attack^ unless it were to.be 
pcQteeted by a sconce." 

^* We aseeudiul the cliff by kdders of 
ropes," jtafd the prisoner, ^* drawn up by 
afi> aipc^Viipliee and clansman, wiio had ser. 
ved siK OKiiiths in the castie to enjoy that 
one night of unlimited yengeanee. The 
owl whoGf^ed around us as we hung be- 
twixt heaven and earth ; the tide roared 
against 'the foot of the rc^k, and dashed 
asunder our skiff, yet no man's heart failed 
bin. in the mcnming there was blood and 
ashes, where there bad bera pusce and Joy 
at the sunset/ 

*^ It was a pretty camisadci I doubt not» 
Ranald MacEagb, a very sufl^ctent on-, 
slaugbt, and worthily discharged^ Nevertbe* 
less,I would bavepressed thehquse from that 
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Wttle hillock called Drumsnab. Btityourir» 
a pretty irregular Scythiaa fashion of war- 
fare, Ranald, much resembling that of 
Turks, Tartars, and other Asiatic people. 
But the reason^ my friend, the cause of this 
vrar — the teterrhna eausa^ as I may say ? 
Belivet me that, Ranald/' 

** We had been pushed ^at by the M*. 
Auleys, and other western tribes," said 
Ranald, ^ till our possessions became un- 
siife for us.** 

** Ah ha 1" Mid Dalgetty ; »*^I have fiiinft 
remembrance of having heard of ^at mat- 
ten Did you not put bread iiit« a mao^- 
itiouth, when he bad never a stomach where* 
unto to transmit the same ?* ' 

" You have heard^ then»* said Ranald^ 
** the tale of our revenge oa the haughty 
forester?** 

*« I bethink me that I have,^ said X>alget« 
ty, *^ and that not of an old d^ite. It was a 
merry jest that^ of cramming the bread itito 
the dead man*s mouth, but somewhat too 
wild and salvage, besides wasting the good 
victuals. ' I have seen when ^t a siege or a 
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lieaguer, Ranald, a living soldier would have 
been the better, Ranald, for that crust of 
bread whilk you threw away on a dead 
pow." 

•* We were attacked by Sir Dtincan,* con- 
tinued MacEagh, ** and my brother wak 
slain^— his head was withering on the batllef- 
ments which 'we scaled — i vowed revenge, 
and it is a vow I have never broken.** 

** It may be so,** said Dalgetty ; ** and 
every thorough- bred soldier will confess 
that revenge is a sweet morsel^ but in 
what fiianner' this story will interest Sir 
Duncan^ in your justification, unless it 
should move him to intercede with the 
Marquis to change the manner thereof from 
hanging, or simple suspension, to breaking 
your limbs on the roue, or wheel, with the 
coulter of a plough, or otherwise putting 
you to'death by torture, surpasses my com- 
prehension. Were I you, Ranald, I would 
be for miskenning Sir Duncan, keeping my 
own secret, and departing quietly by suffiic 
cation, like your ancestors beftHis y ou.** 

*• Yel hearken, stranger,'* said the High- 
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iMden ** Sir Dimcim of Ardenvdur had^ 
four children. Three died ander our dirks^ 
but the fourth survives ; and move would 1m 
give to dandle on his knee the fourUi child 
which remains^ than to rack these old boaes^ 
^ich care little for the utmost indulgence 
of his wrath. One word» if I list to ^peak 
it, could turn his day c^ humilialion and 
fasting into a day of thankfulness and rer 
joicing and breaking of 'thread. O I know 
it by my own heart ! Dearer to me is the 
child Kennedy who cbaseth the butterfly 
on the banks of the Aven, than ten sons 
who are mouldering in earth, or are l^r^y^ 
ed on by the fi)wls of thci m.** 

^ i |>resume, Ranald,'' continued DaU 
getty, *' th$t the three pretty fellows whom I 
saw }H>nder in the markft^place^ strung ,qg. 
by the be^d like riz^ei'd^haddocks, claimed 
some interest vin you j^" 

There was a brief paujie ore the High* 
lander replied, in a tMi^^f strong emotion, 
— ^ They were . my ■ sons» strangerp-rtbey , 
were my sons !*-*blood of ,my bkodp-rbono. 
of my bone!— fleet of foot— unerring in aim 



Lvaaqoithed by foemen tiU the sons of 
overcame them by numbers I Whjr 
doi I wish to swvm them ? The okl trank 
will lefts feel fbe reodillg op of Us roots, than 
it has £slt the lopping off of its graceliil 
boughs^ Bat Kenneth nm^ be U^ned.la 
revenge—the young «ftgle mnst learn ftom 
the old how to stoop en his foes. I will 
purchase for his sake my life and my freer 
dMs, bydiscoveraq; my seoret tathe Kirigbt 
of Aidennrohr.'' 

^ Yoti may attim your end mne easily/ 
said a third voic^ mmgltDg m the confer. 
emf^e, <' by «&tnistiiig it to me.'' 

AH Highlanders are superstition. ^Th€ 
Enemy of Mankind rir among us ^ said Ra- 
nald MacBegh, springing to his feet. i£s 
eh^ns datterad as he rose» while he drew, 
himself asfiir as they permittedfram4Jie quai:* 
ter whence the voice appeared to. proceied. 
His fear iii sdme degree oomBsqnicated: 
itself to Ci^ptaui Dalgetty, who begai» lo 
Kpeat,' in a soirt of pdfyglott gibbeiish, al). 
tte exorcisms he had evw heaid of^ witlv 



out being able to Fememb^r more thair-^ 
word or two of each. 

^ In n&mine deminii » we said at Mares- 
ehd Cotlege**-*#im<lMJmii maithedi^iMMj m 
tbe^S{)aniafd M^iXh^'-^j^ guten^gmterhhen 
den HerrHf saith the blessed Psalmist, io 
Doctor Luther's translation'^—*—^ 

•* A truce with your exorcisms/' said the 
voice they had heard before % <* though I 
eome strangely^ amoaig you, I am mortal 
like yourselves^ and my assistanoe.may^ avail. 
Sou in yowr prewirtrwtre^t, if you are not 
too proud to be counselled/^ 

While the stranger thus spoke, he with- 
drew thefdbade of a dark lantern, by whose 
fcfeble light Dalgttty oould odly disceri^ 
that the speaker who had thus mysteriously^ 
united himself to their companyi and mixed' 
in their conversation, was a tall man, dress- 
ed in aJivery cloak of the Marquis. His. 
first glanee was to his feet, but lie saw nei^ 
tiler, the cloven foot which Scottisk legends^ 
assign to the foul fiend, nor the hor«e'^ hoof 
by which he is distinguiibed in Germany*. 
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Hifl first enquiry was> how the stranger had. 
come among them I 

** I'or," said het *^ the »eak of these rusty 
bars would have been beard bad the door 
been made patent ^ and if ywi passed through 
the key'hole, truly» sir» put what face you 
will on it» you are not fit to be enrolled in 
a regiment of living ment** 

<* I reserve my secret^** ansneered the 
st|panger, ^ until you shall merit the disQO* 
very by communicatuig to me some of 
yourst It may be th»A I shaU be moved to 
let you out where I myself came iu.'* 

*^ It cannot be through the key*holethen,'* 
said Captain Dalgetty^ << for my corslet 
would stick in the passage were it possible 
that my headr piece coul4 get thr ough# As* 
for secrets, I have no^e of my own^ and but t 
few appertaining to others. But impart to 
us what secrets you desire to know ^ or». af^ 
Professor Snufflegreek used to say at tbe^ 
Marescbal College, Abeideen, speak thatX. 
may know thee." .^ 

|i^ It is not witbyou I have first to do,!' 
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replied the stranger, turning his light full 
on the wild and wasted features, and the 
large limbs of the btghlander, Ranald Mae- 
Eagb, who» close drawn up against the walls 
o£ the dungeon, seemed yet uncertain whe- 
ther his guest was a living being. 

^< I have brought you something, mj 
friend/' said the stranger, in a more sootb-^ 
idg tone, '* to mend your fare ; if you are 
tb die to-morrow, it is no reason wherefore 
you should not live to-night.'* 
" •* None at all— no reason in the creation,'* , 
.r$|iU§^t|i&, ready Captain Palgetty, who 
forthwith began to unpack the contents of a 
small basket which the stranger had brought 
under his cloak, while the highlander, ei« 
ther in suspicion or disdain, paid no atten- 
tion to the good cheer. 

« Herel's to thee, my friend,'* said the 
Captain, who having already dispatched i 
hiige piece of roasted kid, was now taking 
a pull at the wine-flask. «< What is thy name, 
my good friend r 

f • Murdoch Campbell, sir," answered the 
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servant, ** a lackey of the Marquis of Arf» 
gyle» and occasionally acting as under- war- 
den.'* 

<< Then here is to thee once more. Mur* 
dbch,'* said Dalgetty^ ** drinking to you by 
your proper name for the better luck sake. 
This wine I take to be Calcavella. Well, 
honest Murdoch^ I take it on me to, say, 
thou deservest to be upper- warden, since 
thou showest thyself twenty times better 
acquainted with the way of victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under miafor- 
tune, than thy prihcipaL Bread and water ? 
but upon him ! It was enough, Murdoch, 
to destroy the credit of the Marquis's dun- 
geon. But I see you would converse with my 
friend, Ranald M^Eagh here. Never mind 
my presence } 111 get me into this corner 
here, with the basket, and I will warrant 
my jaws make noise enough to prevent my 
cars from hearing you.** 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, 

the veteran listened with all the attention 

■ ' ' t 

ke could to hearken to this discourse, or, 
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sts he described it himself, *• laid his cars 
back in his neck, like Gustavus when he 
heard the key turn in the girnel-kist." He 
could, therefore, owing to the narrowness 
of the dungeon, easily overhear the fol* 
lowing dialogue. 

• *< Are you aware, Son of the Mist,*' said 
the Campbell, " that you will never leave 
this place excepting for the gibbet ?" 

" Those who are dearest to me," answered 
MacEagh, *' have trod that path before me/' 

•« Then you would do nothing," asked 
the visitor, •' to shun following them ?*' 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains 
before returning an answer. 

*« I would do rhucb," at length he said ; 
*• not for my own life, but for the sake of 
the pledge in the glen of Strath- Aven.* 

" And what would you do to turn away 
the bitterness of the hour ?" again demand- 
ed Murdoch : ** I care not for what cause 
ye mean to shun it." 

" I woukl do what a man might do, and 
still call himself a man/* 
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^ :^^Do you call yourself a man," said tiie 
iivtc^rogatorj << who have done tl\e deeds 
of a wolf?" 

" I do/* answered the outlaw j « I am at 
man like my forefather8~-while wrapt in the 
piantle of peace» we were, lambs— it was 
rent from us, and ye now call us wolves* 
Give us the huts ye have burned^ oup 
children whom ye have murdered, our 
widows whom ye have starved — collect 
from the gibbet and the pole the mangled 
carcases, and whitened sculls of our kins- 
men — bid them live and bless us, and W6 
will be yonr vassals and brother s-^till then, 
let death, and blood, and mutualwrong, 
^raw a dark veil of division between 



us.** 
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You will then do nothing for your 
liberty," said the Campbell. 

. " Any thing — ^but call myself the friend 
of your .tribe," answered MacEagh, 

. " We scorn the friendship of banditti 
and Caterans^" retorted Murdoch, << and 
would not stoop to accept it.— ^ What I,de. 
mand tD know from you, in exchange for 
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yottr liberty is, where the daughter and 
keiress of the Knight of Ardetivohr is now 
to be found." 

' ^< Thist you may wed her to some beg- 
garly kinsman of your great master/' said 
Ranald, << after the fashion of the Cbilditen 
of Diartnid \ Doies not the valley of Glen: 
orquhy, to this very bour» cry shame on the 
violence oStrtA to a helpless infant whom 
her kinsmen were conveying to the court of 
the Sovereign ? Were not her escort <iom- 
pelled tohide her beneath a cauldron, round 
which they fought till not one remained 
to tell the tale? — and was not the girl 
brought to this fatal castle^ and afterwards 
wedded to the brother id M'Cdlnm More» 
and all for the sake of her broad lands 7^ 

** And if the tale be true,'* said Murdodh, 
*< she had a preferment beyond what the 
King of Scots would have conferred on hfen 
But this, is far from the purpose. The 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is'of 
Our own blood, not a stranger ; and who has 
so gQod a right to know her fate as M'* 
GaUu«i More, the chief of her clan ?** 



} 
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^ ^^Itfison bi»pai%» then, that you demand 
iti" said tine outlaw. The servant of the 
Marquis assented. 

: '< And. you will practise no evil against 
the iAa,iden f-^Ihave done her wrongenough 
already." 

*^ No evil, upon Uie word of a Christkn 
man;" repUed Murdoch. 

* << And my guerdon is to be iife and li- 
berty?* 

^y 3MCh is our .paiction," ^aid the Camp- 

, ^ :lli:eii kbovi that the child Whom I 
saved out of oompusioQ at the spoiling of 
her father'a tower of strength, was bred as 
an adopttd. daughter of our tribe, until we 
wete worsted at th^ pass of Batlenduthil, 
by tlie fiend . incarnate and mortal enemy 
Qf our tribe» Allan M^Aiday of the Bloody 
handy and by the Norsemen of Lennox,- un« 
d^ the hek of Menteith." 

^< Fell nhe into the poww of Allan of the 
^oedy hands" said Murdoch, <* and she a 
reputed daughter of thy tribe ? then her 

rOLt IV. - E 
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tlood has gilded the dirk» and liiou hast 
said nothing to rescue thine owa forfeited 
life.'* 

<< If my life rest on her's/' answered the 
outlaw^ ^ it is secure, for she sttfi survives ; 
but it has a more insecure reliance^^the 
firail promise of a son of Diarmid^" 

« That promise shall not fail joq,"* said tire 
Oampbell, << if you can assure me th^t she 
survives, and where she is to be found.** 

** In the castle of Damlinvarach,'' said 
Ranald MacEagh, << under the name of 
Annot Lyle. I have often heard of her 
from my kinsmen^' who have again ap» 
proached their native woods, and it is not 
long since mine old eyes beheld her*** 

« You !** said Murdoch, in astonishment, 
«< you, a chief among the children of the 
Mist, and ventured so near your mortal 

*^ Son of Diarmid, I did more," replied 
the outlaw ; *< I was in the hall of the castle, 
disguised as a harper, from the wild shores 
of.Skianach. My purpose was to have 

10 
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plonged my dirk in the body of the M<-» 
Anky wttii the Bloody hand, before whom 
our race trembles, and to have taken there^ 
after what fate God should send me. But 
I saw Annot Lyle, even when my hand wad 
on the hilt of my dagger. She touched her 
clairshach to a song of the Children of the 
Midt» which she had learned when her 
dwelling was amongst us. The woods iii 
which we had dwelt pleasantly, rustled their 
green leaves in the song, and our streams 
were there with the sound of all their wa- 
ters. My hand forsook the dagger ; the 
fountains of mine eyes were opened, and 
the hour of revenge passed away, — And 
now, son of Diarmid, have I not paid the 
ransom of my head ?* 

*• Ay," replied Murdoch, " if your tale 
be true j but what proof can you assign for 

<• Bear witness heaven and earth,'* ex- 
claimed the outlaw, " he already looks how 
he may step over bis word !" 

"Not so," replied Murdoch j < * every pro- 
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mise shall be kept to you when I am as^ 
sured you have told me the truth. But I 
must speak a few words with your com{M^ 
nion in captivity.*** 

"Fair and false— ever fair and false^** 
muttered the prisoner, as he threw himself 
once more on the floor of his dungeom 
, J^eanwhilCi Cap tain Dalgetty, who had at^ 
tended to every word of this dialogue, wai 
making his own remarks on itin private. 
" What the henher can this sdy fellow have 
to say to me ? I have no child, either of my 
own, so far as I ktlow, or of any other per- 
son, to tell him a tale about. But let him 
come on — he will have some manoeuvring 
ere he turn the flank of the old soldier* *" 
' Accordingly, as if he had stood pike m 
hand to defend a breach, he waited with 
caution, but without, fear, the commenee- 
ment of the attack, " You are a citizen of 
the world, Captain Dalgetty," said Mur- 
doch Campbell, «* and cannot be ignorant 
of our old Scotch proverb gif-g^^ which 
goes through all nations and all services.** 
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** Then I should know something of it»" 
said Dalgetty, «' for, except the Turks, 
there are few powers in Europe whom I 
hare not served; and I have sometimes 
thought of taking a turn either with Beth- 
lem Gabor, or with the Janizaries." 

<* A man of your experience and unpre- 
judiced ideas, then, will understand me at 
once,'* said Murdoch, <* when I say, I mean 
that your freedom shall depend on your 
true and upright answer to a few trifling 
Questions respecting^ the gentlemen you 
have lefl ; their state of preparation ; the 
fiumber of their men, ,and nature of their 
appointments ; and as much as you chance 
to know about their plan of operations.** 

•Vjust to satisfy your curiosity,'* said 
Dalgetty, ** and without any farther pur- 
pose?^ 

«* None in the world/' replied Murdoch ; 
<< what interest should a poor devil like me 
take in their operations^?" 

^ Make your interrogations then,," ^id 
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the Captain, << and I will answer them pe- 

*^ How many Irish may be on their march 
to join James Grahame the malignant V* 
. << Probably ten thousand," said Captain 
Dalgetty. 

<* Ten thousand !" replied Murdoch an- 
grily i << we know that scarce two thousand 
landed at Ardnamurchan.'' . 

^< Then you know more about them than 
I do,'' answered Captain Dalgetty, with 
jreat composure. <« I never saw them mua- 
tered yet, or evea under arms."' 

<< And how many men of the clans may 
tbe expected ?"' demanded Murdoch. 

<* As many as they can make, ^* rej^ied 
the Captain. 

*^ You are answering from the purpose, 
sir,'* said Murdoch j " speak plainly, will 
there be five thousand men ?' 

*« There and thereabouts,** answered 
Dalgetty, 

•• You are playing with your life, sir, if 
you trifle with me,'* replied the catechist ; 
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^^ 01^ whisitle ofmine, and in less tbaa tea 
minutes your head hangs on the draw- 
iMridge*'* 

<* Bttt to speak candidly, Mr Murdoch," 
replied the Captaini ^* do you think it is a 
reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets 
of our attny, and I engaged to serve for the 
whole eampaAgiir? If I taught you how to 
defeat l^ontrose, what becomes of my pay, 
arrears, atid chance of booty V' 

« I teW you,'* said Campbell, ** that if 
you be stubborn, your campaign shall begin 
and end in a iMFch to the block at' the 
castle>gale, which stands ready for such 
land-laufers j but if you answer my ques. 
tions fmtbfally, i will receive you into my 
-^into the service of M*Callum More/ 

** Does the service afford good pay?'* 
said Captain Dalgetty. "^ 

•* He will double yoursi if you will re- 
turn to Montrose and act under his direc« 
rection." 

^< I wish I had seen you, sir, before ta« 
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king on with him^." said Dalgetty, appeair- 
ing to meditate. 

" On the contrary, I can afford yotr more 
advantageous terms now/' said the Camp- 
bell } << always supposing that you are faitk- 
fuV' 

** Faithful, that is^ to you, and a ttaitor 
to Montrose," answered the Captain* 

** Faithful to the cause of religion and 
good order," answered Murdoch, . *^ which 
sanctifies any deceptipi^ you may employe 
to serve it J' 

•« And the Marquis of Argyle,!-*8houldI 
incline to enter his service, is he a kind 
master ?" demanded Dalgetty. 

^< Never man kinder," quoth Gampbd}.^ 

<< And bountiful to his officers i^ pursue 
ed the Captain* 

^< The most open hand in Scotland," re* 
plied Murdoch. 

<< True andlaithful to his engagements .^ 
continued Dalgetty. 

<< As honourable a noblemai\ lis bre^thes^** 
said the clansman* 
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^ I liever heard so much good of him 

btfore," said Dalgetty ; << you must know 

the Marquis well, or rather you must be 

the ' Marquis himself. Lord of Argyle,'* 

he added, throwing himself suddenly on 

tht disguised nobleman, << I arrest you in 

the name of King Charles as a traitor. If 

you venture to call for assistance^. I will 

wrench ground youf neckJ^ 

' The attack' wliich Dalgetty made upon 

Argyle's person was so sudden and unex* 

pected, that he easily prostrated him on the 

floor of the dungeon, and held him down 

with one hand, while his rights grasping 

tiie Marquises throat, was ready to strangle 

him on^ the slightest attempt to call foe asii 

sistance. 

« Lord of Argyle," he said, "it is now 

my turn to lay down the .terms of capitu* 

lation. If you list to shew me the private 

way by which you entered the dungeon^ 

you shall escape, on condition of being my 

locum temMr as. we said at the MareschaL 



106 TALES OF MY LANDLOfiD* 

CoUege^ until your warder visits his pri- 
soners. But if not, I will first strangle you 
«— I learned the art from a Polonian bey* 
ducky who had been a slave in the Otto* 
man seraglio— and then seek out a mode of 
retreat.*' 

<* Villain ! you would not murder me for 
my kindness^'' murmured Argyle. 

•« Not for your kindness, my loid," r©. 
plied Dalgetty ; << but first, to teach your 
lordship the jus gentium towards cavaliers, 
ii4io come to you under safe conduct ; and 
secondly, to warn you of the danger of pro* 
posing dishonourable terms to ainy^ worthy 
sddado, in order to tempt him to become 
£ilse to his standard during the term of his 
service." 

« Spare my life,'' said Argyle, " and I 
will do as you require.^ 

Dalgetty maintained his gripe upon the 
Marquis's throat, compressing it a little 
while he asked questions, and relaxing it 
so far as to give him the power of answer- 
ing them. 
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^ ^ Whdre a th« aacfet door iato the dim- 

gwiii ?" he demmiled. 

' .^^ Hotd.iqp tbe lantern to the corner on 

jroiir ligbt hand, yon vUl discern the iron 

tphicb oovera 4ke spring," leptied the Mar^ 

quis. 

'' Sb fiur. 80 good.r**Wheffe doe» ihe pas- 
sage kad to?" 

/ ^ X4>.my private apartment behind the 
iapefttiy," aii»«Kered the prostrate nobler 

<< From thence how shajl I leach the 

; ^> Throi^h the grand gidltry, the anli- 
room, the lackeys' waiting^hall, the grand 
^ard-room-*-" 

^< All crowded with soldiers/factionaries^ 
and attendants? — that will never do for n^,. 
my lord ;*~have you no secr^ passsage to 
^e gate, as you have to your dungeons I 
X have seen such in Germany*" 

^ There is a passage through the chapel,"^ 
rsaid the MacfuiSi ^< opienmg from my apkct* 
ment" 
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< • And what is the pan-word at the gatib l^ 

« The sword of Levi," replied the Mar-* 
quis } ^ but if you will receive my pledge 
of honour, I will go with you, escort ymi 
through every gu^d, and set yon at full 
liberty with a passport" 

<< I might trust yo«b my lord, were y<mr: 
throat not already black with the gra^ of 
my fingers ;'-*-a8 it is, be9o los numas a ustedp 
as the Spaniard says. Yet y«u may gnnfc 
me a passport; — are there writing mate% 
rials^ ia your apaEtment ?^ 

«« Surely ; and blank passports ready to 
be signed. I wi}l attend you there,^' liaid 
the Marquis, ** in$tantly«". 

<^ It were too much honour for the lifct 
o fme," said Dalgetty ; ^ your lordiri^fi 
shall remain under charge of mine honest 
friend Ranald MacEagh } therefore, prithee* 
let me drag you withiuTeaeh of his ohaku--** 
Honest Ranald, you see how matters staad 
witb ua. I shaH find the misam, I doubt 
not, of settiqg ym at .freedom* M»n iivm 
do as you see me do ; clap your hand thus. 
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die wea3aod of' this htgb and mighty 
imace, under hts raff, and if he offer ta 
*t!ro£^le or cry out, fkil not^ my worthy 
Ranald, . to squeeze doughtily ; and if it 
be ad deiiqwmm^ Ranald, that is, till he 
iwoonv tbe«e is no great matter, seeing he 
dea^ed your guUtt aAd mine to stilL hardp 
eriiiage." 

M If he oflfer at speech or struggle,** said 
Rauid, ^< he dies by my band<" 

'^f That is right, Ranald — ^very spirited-* 
a thorough-going friend that understands a 
hint is worth a million." 

Thus resigning the charge of the Marquis 
to his newccmfederate, Dalgetty pressed the 
ftpdog, by wbieh the secret door flew open, 
tboiigh so well were its hinges polished and 
oited, that it made not the slightest noise in 
xeirolving. The opposite side of the door 
was aecwred by very strong bolt and bars, 
beakle which hung one or two keys, de- 
signed apparently to undo fttter* locks. A 
fiarrow stair- case^ ascending up through 



110 TALWA OF MT L^MM.0E9l# 

the thickness of the castk-wall, laadeii, m 
the Marquis had truly iafonned . hifli, be» 
hind the tapestry of his priyate apartment* 
Such communications wete frequent in ^id 
feudal castles» as they gave the hxd o£ the 
fortress, like a secopd Dbnyisius, the 
means of hearing the conversattdn of his 
prisoners, or,^ if he pleased, of vkttiQg 
them in disguise, an experiment which had 
terminated so unpleasantly on the. pi^ee^Rt 
occasion for Gillespie Gramack Hating 
examined previously whei^r there wm 
any one in the apartment, and fioding the 
x^oast clear, the Captain entered, and hast- 
ily possessing himself of a blank passport^ 
eeveiral of which lay on the table, and ci 
writing materials, securing, at file same 
time, the Marquis's dagger, and a silk cord 
from the hangings, he again descended into 
the cavern, wliere, listening a mom^it at 
the door, he could hear the "lialf-ifttifted 
voice of the Marquis oiakiDg great prolEers 
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.to MacEagh, on condition he would suffer 
\hiin to give an alann. 
^ «• Not for a forest of deer— not for a 
thousand bead of cattle/' answered the 
free-bpoter; ^< not for ail the lands that 
^ever called a son of Diannid master, will 
I iM^ak the. troth I have plighted to him 
-of the iron-garment." 

** He of the iron-garment/' said Dalgetty, 
entering, << is bounden unte you, MacEagh^ 
and this noble lord shall be bounden also*; 
4>ut first he must fill up this passport with 
the names of Major Dugald Dalgetty and 
lii^ guidC) or he is like to have a passport 
into another world,'* 

The Marquis subscribed, and wrote, by 
tiie light of the dark-lantern, as the sol- 
dier prescribed to him. 
- " And now, Ranald/* said Dalgetty, 
^ strip thy upper garment-— thy plaid I 
mean, Ranald^ and in. it will I muffle the 
M'Callum More, and make of him, for the 
time, a Child of the Mist ;«— ^Nay, I must 
bring it over your head^ my lord, so as to 
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secure us against your mistimed clamoun. 
^'^SOf now he is sufficiently muffled ; — hold 
down your hands, or, by heayen, I will stab 
you to- the heart with your own dagger; 
— naay, you shall be bound with nothing less 
than silk, as your quality deserves.— So 
now he is secure till some one comes to re^ 
lieve him. If he ordered us a late dinnei^ 
Ranald, he is like to be the sufferer ; — at 
what hour, my good Ranald, did the jmkor 
usually appear.** 

« Never till the sun was beneath thr 
western wave,"^ said M*£agh. 

<< Then, my friend,, we shall have thrcM 
hours good," said the cautious Captain. **'Ih' 
the mean time, let us labour for your libe-^ 
ration." 

To examine Ranald's chain was the next 
occupation. It was undone by means of 
one of the keys which hung behind the pr^ 
vate door, probably deposited there, that 
the Marquis might, if he pleased, dismiss 
a prisoner, or remove him elsewhere with* 
out the necessity o( sumnioaing the war^ 
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deiu The outlaw stretched his benumbed 
arms, and bounded from the floor of the 
dungeon in all the extasy of recovered &ee- 

dOBl. 

<' Take the livery^coat of that noble pri- 
soner," said Captain Daigetty ; << put it ont 
and follow close at my heels.'* 

«The outlaw obeyed. They ascended tht 
private stair, having first secured the door 
behind them,, and thus safely reached the 
apartment of the Marquis* 
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CHAPTER VI. 



This mt Uw entry then, tb^ 
Yet he that's sure to peri»h ob the land 
May quit the nicety of card and compass^ 
And trust tho oyea tea vitfaoat a pilots 

«« Look out lor the private way through 
the chapel, Ranald,'' said the Captain, 
^* while I give a hasty regard to these mat- 
ters,** 

Thus speaking, he seized with one hand 
a bundle of Argyle's most private papers, 
and with the other a purse of gold, - both 
of which lay in a drawer of a rich cabinet 
which stood invitingly open. Neither did 
he neglect to possess^ himself of a sword 
and pistols, with powder»flask and balls, 
which hung in the apartment. ^* Intelli- 
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gence and booty/' said the veteran, as he 
pouched tlie ^ils, << each honourable ca- 
valier should look to the "one on his gene- 
ral's behalf, and the other on his own. 

. This sword is an Andrew Ferrary, and the 
pistols better than mine own. But a ^ijr 

, exchange is no robber j. Soldados are not 

: to be eipKlangered, and endangered gratui- 
tously, my Lord of Argyle.--But soft, soft, 

: Eanald ; wise Man of the Mjst, whither art 
thou bound ?" 
It was indeed full time to stop. MacEagh's 

» fnfxeA^^g^ i for, sot fiadiog; t^ pciv^te 

;pass<%^ readily, and impcitient, it ifi^ould 
serai, of farther delay, he bad caught do^ini 

^ a sword and target, apd was about to en- 
ter the great gallery, with the purpqse, 
doubtless, of fighting his way through all 
opposition. 
« Hold, while you live," whispered Dal- 

/ getty, laying bald on him. <* We must 
not be perdub if possible. So bar we this 
door, that if may be thought M'Callum 
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More would be private— and now ^et me- 
make a reconnoissance for the private paa- 

•age.'* 
By looking behind the tapestry in vafi« 

ous places, the Cajptain at length diiscover- 

ed a private door, and behind that a windihg 

passage, terminated by another door, which 

doubtless entered the chapel. But what 

was his disagreeable surprise to hear, on the 

other side of this- second door, the sonorous 

voice of a divine in the act of preachii^ 

<< This made the villain," he said^ «' re- 
oommend this to us as a private pasnge^ 
I' am strongly tempted to return and cut; 
his throat/' 

He then opened very gently tlSe ddor,. 
which- led into a latticed gallery used by 
Che Mitrquiii himself, the curtains of which 
were drawn, perhaps with the purpose of 
having it supposed that he was engaged in 
attendance upon divine worship^ when, in 
fact, he was absent upon his secular afl&irs*. 
There was no other person in the seat, fot 
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ilie family of the Marquis, sudi "WSls the 
high state maintained in those dajrs, sate 
during service in another gallery, placed 
somewhat lower than that of the great m an 
himself. This being the ease. Captain 
Dalgetty ventured to ensconce himself in 
the gallery, of which he carefully secured 
the door. 

Never (although the expression be a bold 
one) was a sermon listened to with more 
impatience, and less edification, on the part 
of one, at least, of the audience. The Cap- 
tain heard HxteentJUy — seventeenthhf — 
eighteenthly^ and to conclude, with a sort 
of feeling like protracted despair. But no 
man can lecture (for the service was called 
a lecture,) for ever, and the discourse was 
at length closed, the clergyman not failing 
to make a profound bow towards the lat- 
ticedv gallery, little suspecting whom he 
honoured by that reverence. To judge 
from the haste with which they dispersed, 
the domestics of the Marquis were scarce 
more pleased with their late occupation 
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tiian the anxioua Captain Dalgetty } in« 
deed, many of them being HighlandmeOt 
had the excuse of not understanding a «s« 
gle word which the clergyman spoke, al« 
though they gave their attendance on his 
doctrine by the special order of M^Gallum 
MoTCf and would have done so had he been 
a Turkish Imaum. 

But although the congregation disper- 
sed thus rapidly, the divine remained be- 
hind in the chapel, and, walking up and 
down its Gotiiiic precincts, seemed either to 
be meditating on what he had just been de- 
livering, or preparing a fresh discourse for 
the next opportunity. Bold as be was, 
Dalgetty hesitated what he ought to do. 
Time, however, pressed, and every mo- 
ment increased the chance of their es- 
cape being discovered by the jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted 
time, and discovering the exchange which 
had been made there. At length, whisper- 
ing Ranald, who watched all his motions, to 
follow him and preserve his countenance^ 
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Caftaifi Dftlgetty, with a Tery composecl 
mt^ descended a flight of st^ps which led 
fiom tike gtaltery into the body of the cha- 
pel. A less experienced adventurer would 
Mave endeavoured to pass the wwthy cler- 
gyman rapidly, in hopes to escape unnoti- 
eed. But the Ciiptain, who foresaw the ma- 
nifest dimger of failing in such an attempt, 
walked gravely to meet the divine upon his 
walk in tlie midst oifthe chancel, and, pull- 
ing off bis capi was about to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was his sur- 
prise to view in the preacher the very same 
person wilii whom he had dined in the cas- 
tle of Ardenvohr. Yet he speedily reco- 
vered his composure ; and ere the clergy- 
gyttian could speak, was the first to address 
bim* •* I could not,*' he said, <* leave this 
-mansion without bequeathing to you, - my 
very reverend sir, my humble thanks for 
the homily with which you have this even* 
ing favoured us." 

« I did not observe, sir," said the clergy- 
man, ** that you were in the chapel." 
<< It pleased the hononrable Marquis," 
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laid Ddlgpt^» niQ^esdy, ^ to gtaee m». witti 
a seat iq his own gallery." The divine 
bowed low at this 1ntiaia1ion« knowilig that 
such an honour was only vouchsafed to pdr^ 
sonsi of very high ranlc* ^Mt has t)een fny 
fkte, sir/' said the Captain^ *^ in the sort of 
wandering life which I have led, to ll^ve 
heard different . preachers of different reli- 
gions-^as for example^ Lutheran, Evange- 
lical, Reformed, Calvinistical, and so forth, 
but never have I listened to such a homily 
as yours," 

V Call it a lecture, worthy sir," said the 
divine, ** such is the phrase of our 
church." 

«« Lecture, or homily," said Dalg^ty, <« it 
was, as the High- Germans say, gan%Jhfire 
.fiieh ; and I could not leave this place with- 
out testifying unto you what inward egio- 
tipns I have undergoneduring your edifying 
prelection ; and how I am touched Ino.the 
quick, that 1 should yesterday, duiiHg the 
refection, have seemed to infringe on the 
respect due to such a person as yourself.** 

^* Alas ! n^y worthy sir," said the ^lergy« 
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tilM; *^ #e meet in this world is in the' VaU 
ley of the Shitdow of Deaths not knowing 
^atBSt whom we may chance to encounter* 
Ut trutli it is no matter of marvel, if we 
sometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, 
we would yield all respect. Surely, sir, I 
would rather have taken you for a profane 
malignant than for such a devoiit person aa 
you prove, who reverences the great Master 
even in the meai^est of his servants." 

^ It is always my eustom to do so, learn- 
ed sir," answered JDalgetty; **forin the ser* 
vke of the imiMrtal Gustavus— ^ut I de- 
tain you from your meditations"«^>^s de- 
sire to speak of the King of Sweden being 
for once overpowered by the necessity of 
circumstances* 

By no mems, my worthy sir>" said tb« 
clergyman. ** What was, I pray you, the or^ 
4er of that great Prince, whose memory is 
so dear to every Protestant bosom ? 

^ Sir, the drums beat to prayers moraaiiii; 
and evening, aa regidarly as for parade; and 
If a sddier passed without saluting the 
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chaplain, he had an houi^s ride on the wood- 
en mare for his pains. Sir, I wish you a 
very good evening-^I am obliged to depart 
the castle under M*Callum Moire's ]^as8« 
port 

" Stay one instant, sir," said the preacher; 
" is there nothing I can do to testify my 
respect for the pupil of the great Gustavns, 
and so admirable a judge of preaching ?** 

" Nothing, sir,** said the Captain, " but 
to shew liie the nearest way to the gate — 
and if you \^ould have the kindness," he add- 
ed with great effrontery, *« to let a servant 
bring my horse with him, the dark grey 
gelding — call hira Gustavus, and he will 
prick up his ears — for I know not wTiere the 
castle stables are situated, and my guide," 
he added, looking at Ranald, *^ speaks no 
English." 

*« I hasten to accommodate you," said the 
olergyman ; " your way lies through that 
cloistered passage." 

** Now heaven's blessing upon j^ur ra- 
nity !*' said the Captain to himself ** I was 

11 
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afraid,! would have had to march off with* 
out Gustavus." 

In factt so effectually did the chaplain 
, exert himself in behalf of so excellent a 
judge of composition, that while Dalgetty 
was partying with the centinels at the draw- 
bridge, shewing his passport, and giving the 
.watch- word, a servant brought him his 
horse, ready saddled for the journey. In 
.any other place, the Captain suddenly ap- 
pearing at large after having been publicly 
sent to prison, might have excited suspicion 
^d enquiry; but the officers and domes- 
tics of the Marquis were accustomed to the 
.mysterious policy of their master, and never 
.supposed aught else than that he had been 
liberated and entrusted with some private 
commission by their, master. In this belief) 
fand having received the parole, they gave 
(him free passage. 

Dalgetty rode slowly through the town 
-of Inverara, the outlaw attending upon him 
like a foot-page at his horse's shoulder. As 
they ps^sed the gibbet, the old man looked 
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on the bodies and wrung his hands. Tte 
look and gesture were momentaiy, but ex- 
pressive of indescribable anguish* Instant- 
]y recovering himsdf, Ranald, in passtng, 
whispered somewhat to one of the female^ 
who, like Rijspah die daughter of Aizah, 
seemed engaged in watching and mourning 
the victims of feudal justice and cruelty. 
The woman started at his voice, but im- 
mediately collected herself, and returned 
for answer a slight inclination of the head. 
Dalgetty coiltinued his way out ^f the 
town, uncertain whether he sboidd try te 
seize or hire a i)oat and cross the lake, or 
plunge into the woods and there conoeai 
himself from pursuit, in the former «vent 
iie was liable to be instantly pursieed by ibc 
gallies of the MarquiSi which lay Teady fyc 
lailfaig, their long yard-arms pointing to the 
wind, and what hope could he have in aa 
ordinary Highland fi^ing.^boat to escape 
from them ? If he made the latter choice, his 
ehance either of supporting or concealmg 
himself in those waste and unknown wiMcr- 
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Bjssses was in the highest degree precarious* 
The town lay now behind him, yet what 
band to turn to for safety he was unable to 
determine, and began to be sensible, that in 
escaping from the dungeon at Inverara, he 
had only accomplished the easiest part of a 
difficult task. If retaken, his fate was now 
certain ; for the personal injury he had ofier- 
ed to a man so powerful and so vindictive, 
could be atoned for only by instant deaths. 
While he pondered these distressing reffec 
tions^ and looked around with a counte- 
nance which plainly expressed indecision, 
Ranald MacE^gh suddenly asked him- 
•^ which wflty he intended to journey ?" 

<« And that, honest comrade," answered 
Dalgetty, '* ispreceesely the question which 
I cannot answer you — truly I begin to hold 
tlie opinion,. Ranald, that we. had better 
have stuck by the brown loaf and water- 
pitcher until Sir Duncan arrived, who, for 
his own honour, must have made some fight 
forme." 

<< Saxon/^ answered MacEagh, << do not 
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you regret having exchanged the foul 
breath of yonder dungeon for the free air 
of heaven. Above all, repent not that you* 
liave served a Son of the Mist. Put your- 
self under my guidance, and I will warrant 
your safety with my head.'* 

" Can you guide me safe through these 
mountains, and back to the army of Mon- 
trose ?" said Dalgetty. 

*• I can," answered MacEagh r " there 
lives not a man to whom the mountain pass- 
es, the caverns, the glens, the thickets and 
the corries are known, as they are to the 
Children of tft Mist. While others crawl 
on the level ground, by the sides of hker 
: and streams, ours are the steep hollows of 
the inaccessible mountains, the birth-place 
of the desert springs. Not all the blood- 
hounds of Argyle can trace the fastnesses 
through which I can guide you." 

" Say 'st thou so, honest Ranald ?" replied 
Dalgetty j «^ then have on with thee, for of 
a surety I shall never save the ship by my 
own pilotage," 
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The outlaw accordingly led the way into 
the wood by which the qastle is surtroupd.^ 
ed for several miles» walking with so much 
dispatch as kept Gustavus at a roi|nd trot, 
and taking such a number of cross cuts and 
turns, that Captain Dalgetty speedily lost 
all idea' Wbejre he might be, and all know- 
ledge of the points of the compass. At 
length, the path, which had gradually. 
become more difficult, altogether endcvi 
among thickets and underwood. The 
roaring of a torrent was heard in the neigh- 
bourhood, the ground became in some, 
places broken, in others bogfprt and every* 
wherei unfit for riding. 

" What the foul fiend," said Dalgetty, 
" is to be done here ? I must part with 
Gustavus, I fear." 

" TakC: no care for your horse," said the 
outlaw i << he shall soon be restored to you«": 

As he spokct he whistled in a low tone, 
anda lad, half dressed in tartan, half naked, 
having only his own shaggy hair, tied with 
a thong of leather, to protect his head and 
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§Ace from ran and weathw, lean^ and half- 
•tarred in aspect, his wild gtey eyen ap* 
pearing to fill up ten times the proportioii 
usually allotted to them in the human face^ 
crept out as a wild beast might have done 
from a thicket of brambles and briars^ 

" Give your horse to the gillie," said 
Ranald MacEagh ; ^ your life depends Up- 
on it.^ 

" Obh ! och P' said the despairing vet#- 
ran> << Eheu ! as we used to say at Mare^ 
schal Coliege, must I iMve Ousfiairus ini^ 
such grooming ?'* 

** Are yoti.« frantic^ to lose time thus?^ 
said his guide ; *^ do we stand on fViend^s 
ground, that you should part with your 
horse as if he were your brother ? I tell you, 
you shall have him again j but if you never 
saw the animal, is not life better than the 
best polt ever mare foaled 7* 

«< And that is, true too, mine honest 
friend," sighed Dalgetty ; ^* yet if you 
knew but the value of Gustavus, and the 
things we two have done and suilered tOi^ 



getbef«-«8ee» iie tunn ba6k to look at me ! 
•*F«>be kind to Mm, my good breechks!! 
trnmii and I will requite you well/' 9a 
sayings and witbal sniffling a little to QwaU 
low bia grief) be tufned from the heart- 
rending spectacle in oider to follow bia 

To follow his guide was no easy matter, 
and soon required more agility than Captain 
DaJigetty couid master. The very first 
plunge after be bad parted from his diar* 
ger» carried him» with little assistanoe from 
a few overhanging boughs, op pr<]jecting 
roota of trees, eight foot sheer. down into 
the course of a torrent, up which the Son 
of the Mist led the way. Huge stonei^ 
over which they scrambled, thickets of 
thorn and l»:aml4es, through v^hich they 
had to drag themselves, racks which were 
to be climbed on the one aide with mudi 
labour and pain» ibr the purpose of an 
equaUy precarious diracent upon the other ; 
aU these^ and many such interruptions, 
wiere aumotountcd by. the lighttlboted and 
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half*naked moufitaineer with aa €aw and 
velocily which excited thesurpnse aad 
envy of Captain Dalgetty, who, encumber- 
ed by his head<-piece, corslet, and other ar- 
mour, not to mention bis ponderous jack*, 
boots, found himself at length so much ex« 
hausted by fatigue, and the diflSculties of 
the road, that he sate down upon a stone 
in order to reeover his breath, while he ex*^ 
plained to Ranald MaicEagh the difference 
betwixt travelUng easpeditus and impeditui^ 
as these two military phrases were usdero- 
stood at Mareschal College, Aberdeen. 
The sole answer of the mountaineer was ta 
lay his hand on the soldier^s arm, and point 
backward in the direction of the wind. Dab 
getty could spy nothing, for eveiiiiig was 
closing fast^ and they were at the bottom of 
a dark ravine. But he could distinctly hew 
at a distanee the suUen toll of a large bell* - 

<< That," said he, << must be the alaroH-^ 
the storm-clock, as the Germans call iU*^ 

<< It stnkes the hour of your.death,''. a»* 
swered Ranald, *< unless yoo can «cco»i 
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pta J nue a Uttk fortiser. For every toll of. 
that beU» a tarave man has yielded up hit 
soul**' 

•« Truly, Ranald, my truaty friend," said 
Dalgietty, <' I will not deny that the caaQ 
may be soon mine own ; for I am so fbx^ 
foudien, (being, as I explained to you, m- 
peditusy for had I been espedUus^ I mind not 
paleairian exerdse the flourish of a fife), 
that I think I had better ensconce myself ia 
one of these bushes, and even lie quiet there 
to al»de what fortune God shall send me. 
I entreat you, Ranald, to shift for yourseUi 
and leave me to my fortune, as the Lion 
of the Northy the immortal Gustavus 
Adidpfaus, my never-to-be-forgotten mas« 
ter/(wbom you must surely have heard oi'^ 
Ranald, though you may have iieard of no 
one' else), said to Francis Albert, Duke of 
Saxe*Lauenburgh| when he waft mortdly 
wounded on the.plains of Lutzen* 'Neithej 
despair altc^^ber of my safety, Ranald, 
seeing I have been in as great pinches a« 
this in Gwmany — fnore teped^y,.! re»^ 
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member tne, that at tfaefiital battfeof NerlsB* 
gen— «aftet vbioh I ohanged flirviQe"-h-i**4 

** If you would save your fatber^s Mo^a 
breath to help hts child out of trouble, io- 
Mead of Wasting it upon the tales of Seaiin 
ndchies,** said Ranatdi who now turned im- 
patient of the Captain's loquacity, ^< or if 
your feet could travel as fast as yoor 
tongue, you ftiight yet lay your head on 
an unbloody pillow to*nighf 

^^ Something there is like mititary skill 
in that,^ replied the Captain, ^ although 
wantonly and irreverently spoken to an of« 
ficer of rank. But I hdd it good to puat^ 
don such freedoms on a mardi, in respect 
of theSatumalian licence indulged in such 
cases to the troops of all naticms. And 
now, resume thine office, friend Ranaldi la 
respect I am well-breathed ; or, to be more 
plain, Iprae^ sequar^ as we used to say at 
Mareschal College/* 

Comprehending his meaning ratiier from 
his motions than his language, the Son of ti» 
Mist again led the way, wiA an unerring 
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pKciskxn that looked like iiittinot,tliroiigfa 
a variety of grousd the oioat difficult and 
broken tl»t could well be imagined. Drag- 
ging along hift pcHiderous bootSt encumber-t 
ed with thigh-piecea^ gauntlets^ corskt, and. 
back-pieoot «ot to meliiion the buff jerkin 
which be wore under all these arins^ talk- 
ing of his former exploits the whde wajr^ 
though Ranald paid not the slightest at- 
tention to him. Captain Dalgetty eontrL 
ved to follow his guide a oonaderable way 
faftfaer» when the deep-mouthed baying oi 
a hound was heard coming down the wind^ 
as if opening on the scent of its prey. 

^< Black hound/' said Ranald, ^< whose 
throat never boded good to a Child of the 
Mist, ill fortune to her who littered thee 1 
bast thou already found our trace? But 
thou art too late, swart hoiuul of darkness, 
and the deer has gained the herd." 

So saying, he whistled very softly^ and 
was answered in a tone equally low from 
the top of a pass» up which they bad for 
tome time been ascending. Mending their 
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pac^ they reMbed the top» wliere the mooii) 
which had now risen bright aoddear, shew, 
ed to Dalgetty a party of tea or twelve 
HigUanders. and about as many women 
and chfldren, by whom Ranald MacEagh 
was received with each transports of joy^ 
as made his companion easily sensible 
that those by whom he was surrounded 
must of course be Children of the Mist. 
The place which they occupied well suited* 
their name and habits. It was a beetling^ 
eragy round which winded a very narrow 
and broken foot-path, commanded in vari* 
ous places by the position which they held. 

Ranald spoke anxiously and hastily to 
the diildren of his tribe, and the men icame 
one by ooe to shake hands with Dalgetl^, 
while the women, clamorous in their gratis 
tudc^ pressed round to kiss even the hem 
of bis garment. 

<< They p%ht their faiih to you," said 
Ramild MacEagh, '^ for requital of tkm 
good deed you have done to the tribe tfait' 
dayt" 
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^f Enough said, Raiialil»'* aiMwened tiie 
soldier, ^f enoagh said^-^telt them I love 
notthtt shaking of hand^<-*it confuses ranks 
and degrees in military service } and as to 
kissing of gauntlets, puldrons, and the like, 
I remember that the immortal Gustavus, as 
he rode through the streets of'Nuremberg 
being thus worshipped by the . populace, 
(being doubtless far more worthy ci it than 
a poor though honourable cavalier like my- 
self,) did say unto them, in theway of re- 
buke, < If you idolize me thus like a god, 
who shall insure you that the vengeance of 
Heaven will xiot soon prove me to be a mor- 
tal ?' — And so here, I suppose you intend 
to» make a stand against your followers, 
Ranald-^t7o/o a Dios^ as the Spaniard says 
— a very pretty position — as pretty a posi- 
tion for a small peloton of men as I have 
seen in my service — ^no enemy can come 
towards it by the road without being at the 
mercy of cannon and musket;— But tben^ 
Ranald, my Umty comrade^ you have no 
cannon, I dare to aver, and I do not setf 



that any of these fellows have muekets 
either* So with what artillery you propose 
making good the pass, before ycm coaK to* 
hard blow% tru]y» Ranald^ it pasaeth my 
apprehension." 

** With Uie weapons and with the cou- 
rage of our fathers/' said MaoEagh, and 
made the Captain observe^ that the 'men of 
bis party were armed with bows and ar- 
rows* 

<< Bowaand arrows !" exclaim^ Dalget- 
ty; ^<ha! ha! ha! have we Robin Hoiod 
and Little John back again? — Bows and 
an^ws ! why, the sight has not been seen 
in civilized war for an hundred years. Bows - 
and arrows! and why not with weavers- 
beams, as in the days of Goliah ? That Da- 
gald Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket, should 
live to see men fight with bows and arrows ! ' 
—The immortal Gustavus would never 
have believed it—* nor Wajlenstein — ^nor 
Butler— nor eld Tilly. — W^l, Ranald, a 
cat can have but its claws--*6ince bows aod 
arrof^ are thQ word, e'en let us make the^ 
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best of it — Only, aa 1 do not understand 
the scope «nd range of such old-fashioned 
artillery, you must make the best dbposii* 
tion yon can out of your own head ; for my 
taking the command, whilk I would have 
gladly done had you been to fight with 
any christian weapons, is out of the ques« 
lion when you arc to combat like quivered 
Numidians, I will, however, play my part 
with my pistols in the approadiin^ meliay,.. 
in respect my carabine unhappily remains 
at Qttstavus^s saddle.—- 'My serviee and 
thq^nhs to you,'' he continued, addressing a 
mountaineer who o&red him a bow ; '* Di>- 
gald Dalgetty may say of himsdf, as he 
learned at Mareschal Ci^lege, 

Non eget Mauri jaculia, neque arca,^ 
Nee venenatis gravida sagittia 

Fusee, pbaretra ; 

whilk is to say——*' 

Ranald MacEagh a second time imposed 
silence on the talkative commandef as be** 
fore, by pulling his sleeve, and poiniing 
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down the pass. The bay of the blood* 
hound was now approaching nearer and 
nearer, and they could hear the voices of 
several persons who accompanied the aoi* 
mal^ and hallooed to each other as thby 
dispersed occasionally, either in the hurry 
of their advance, or in order to search more 
accurately the thickets as they came along; 
They were obviously drawing nearer and 
nearer every moment. MacEagh, in the 
mean tim^ proposed to Captain Dalgetty 
to disencumber himself of his armour, and 
gave him to understand that the women 
should transport it to a place of safety. 

"I crave your pardon, sir," said Dalget* 
ty, "such is not the rule of our foreign ser^ 
vice; in respect I remember the regiment 
of Finland cuirassiers reprimanded, and 
their kettledrums taken from them by the 
immortal Gustavus, because they had assu- 
med the permission to march without their 
corsletc^ and to leave them with the bag- 
gage. Neither did they strike kettle dnimii 
again at the head of that famous regiment 
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until they behaved themselves so notably 
at the field of Leipsic ; a lesson whilk i» 
not to be forgotten, any more than that ex- 
clamation of the immortal Gustavus, « Now 
shall I know if my officers love me by their 
putting on their armour; since if my officers 
are slain, who shall lead my soldiers unto 
victory ?' Nevertheless, friend Ranald, this* 
is without prejudice to my being rid of 
these somewhat heavy boots, providing I 
can obtain any other succedaneum; for I 
presume not to say that my bare soles are 
fortified so as to endure the flints and 
thorns, as seems to be the case with your 
followers." 

To rid the Captain of his cumbrous 
greaves, and case his feet in a pair of* 
brogues made out of deer-skin, . which a, 
Highlander stripped off for his accommo^ 
datioD, was the work of a minute, and Dal- 
getty found himself much lightened by the 
exchange. He was in the act of recom* 
mending to Ranald MacEagh, to send twa' 
or l^ree of his followers a little lower to re* 



oonnoitre the pass, and at the same ticne^ 
somewhat to extend his front, placing two 
detached acchers at each flank by way of 
posts of obser vati on» when the near cry of 
the hound apprized them that the pursuers 
were at the bottom of the pass. All was 
then dead silence^ for, loquacious as he was 
on other occasions. Captain Dalgetty knew 
well the necessity of an ambush keeping 
itself under covert. 

The moon gleamed on the broken path^ 
way, and on the projecting cliffs of rock 
round which it winded, its light intercepted. 
here and there by the branches of bushes 
and dwarf trees, which finding nourishment 
in the crevices of the rocks, in some places 
overshaded the brow and ledge of the preci- 
pice. Below, a thick copse- wood lay in- 
deep and dark shadow, somewhat resem- 
bling the billows of a half-seen ocean. From 
the bosom of that darkness, and close to 
the bottom of thp precipice, the hound 
was heard at intervals baying fearfully, 
sounds which were redoubled by the 
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^echoes of the woods ttd rocks aro&nd. At 
intervalsy th^se Sfunk into deep sileocet .i|i« 
tef ru^ed cmly by the plashing noise of a 
:sinall runnel of wate^ which'partly fell from 
the rocki partly found a more silent passage 
to the bottom along its projecting surface. 
Voices of wen were also heard in stifled 
converse below ; it seemed «s if the puisu* 
ers had not discovered the narrow ^th 
i;<rhich led to the top of the rock, or khat^ 
having discovered it» the peril of the asceni. 
Joined to the imperfect lighl; and tbetm* 
e^tainty whether it might not be defendedy 
made them hesitate to attempt it. 

At length a.«hadowyfigiirewasseen,.iirhici 
raised itself up from the dbyss of darkness 
iielDW, and, emeigtng into the pale wflon^ 
^igfat, began cautiously and slti wly to ascend 
the rocky path. The outline was so dis* 
tincCly marked, that Captain Dolgetty could 
discover not only the person of the High* 
jander, bnt liie long gun which he carried 
in his hand, and the plume of feathers 
nrhich decorated his bonriet. <^ Tcmsmid 
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tekfieu i that I should say so, and so Itk« to 
be near my latter end," ejaculated the Cap- 
tain, but under his breath, «< what wilt be- 
. come of uis, now they have brought mus- 
quetry to encounter our archers?" 

But just as the pursuer had attained a 
projecting piece of rock about half-way up 
the ascent, and, pausing, made a signal for 
those who were still at the bottom to follow 
him, an arrow whistled from the bow of one 
of the Children of the Mist, and transfixed 
him with so fatal a wound, that without a 
jingle effort to save himself, he lost hi^ ba- 
lance, and fell headlong from the cliff 4>n 
which he stood into the darkness below* 
The crash of the boughs which received 
him, and the heavy sound of his fall from 
thence to the ground, was followed by a cry 
of horror and surprise, which burst from 
his followers.' The Children of the Mist, 
encouraged in proportion to th^ alarm this 
first success had caused among" the pum* 
ers, echoed back the clamour with a k>Bd 
and shrill yell of exultation, and, shewing 



tb€4iis6lves on the brow of the precipice^ 
with wild cries and vindictive gestares, 
endeavoured to impress on their enemies a 
sense aroiice of their courage, their num- 
bers, and their state of defence* Even 
Captain Dalgetty's military prudence did 
liot prevent his rising up and calling out. to 
Ranald more loud than prudence warrant- 
ed, ** CetroccOf comrade, as the Spaniard 
says ! The long bow for ever ! In my poor 
apprehension now, were you to order a file 

t&, advance and take position -'' 

* ". The Sassenach T cried a voice from be. 
xieath, ^<,mark the Sassenach sidierl I see the 
fritter of his breast* plate." At the same time 
three inuskets were discharged ; and while 
mte ball rattled against the corslet x)f proof, 
to the strength of whidi our valiantCaptain 
bad been more than once indebted for his life, 
another penetrated the armour which co- 
vered the frontof his left thigh, and stretch, 
ed him on the ground. Ranald instantly 
seized hiqi in his arms and bore him back 
irom the edge of the precipice, while he 
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dolefiilly ejaCDlatedt ^ I tlwajrs told^tbe inf « 
iBiHtal GufltaTus, Wallenstein. TiUx> >&nd 
lotfaer mea of the sword, that in my. poor 
mind, taslets ought to be made mu^et- 
proof." ,> 

"With two or three earnest words in Gae- 
lic, MacEagfa commended the w^jumled 
man to the charge of the femalest who 
were in the rear of his little party, and was 
then about to return to the. contest . 3ut 
Dalgetty detained him, graining a firm 
Ifold of his plaid«^^< I know not iiojw this 
matter may ead-^ut I request you wiU in- 
form Montxose, tliat I died lite a follower 
t>f the immortal Gustavus-^and I pcay you, 
take heed how you quit, your 'preaenf 
strength,Veven for the purfiose. of piirauii^ 
the enemy^ if you gain any ^dvantage-^ 
aud-^and'**^-.*^ 

Here Dalgetty's breath and ^e-sight be* 
gain to fail him through loss of blosod, mid 
MacEagh, avaiUng himself of this citri:um* 
stwce, eaLtricated frcon his grasp the end 
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of his own-mantle, and substituted that of a 
female, by which the Captain held stoutly, 
thereby securing^ ks he conceived, the out- 
law's attention to the military instructions 
inrhich he continued to pour forth while he 
had any breath to utter them, though they 
became gradually more and more incoherent 
— *« and, comrade, you will be sure to keep 
your musqueteers in advance of your stand 
of pikes, Lochaber-axes, and two handed 
sv^ords — Stand fast, dragoons, on the left 
flank!— where was I? — Aye, and, Ranald, if 
ye be minded to retreat, leave some light- 
ed matches burning on the branches of the 
trees — it shews as if they were lined with 
shot — ^but I forget — ye have no match- 
locks nor habergeons — only bows and ar* 
rows — ^bows and arrow^s ! ha! ha ! ha !" 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhaust- 
ed condition, altogether unable to resist the 
sense of the ludicrous with the idea of these 
ancient weapons of war. It was a long time 
ere he recovered his senses; and in the 
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mean time, we leave him in the care of the 
Daughters of the Mi$t ; nurses as kind and 
attentive' in reality, as they were wild an4 
uncouth in outward af^earance* . 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Bdt if no fiutliltM actien stain 

Tby true and oonBtant word» 
I'Jl make thee famous by my pen, 

And glorious by my sword. 

I'll serve thee in buch noble ways 

As ne^er weie known before ; 
I'il deck and crown tby bead with bayit 

And lovt thee more and more. 

Montaosb's Lines^ , 

We must now leave, with whatever re- 
gret, the valiant Captain Dalgetty to reco- 
ver of his wounds, or otherwise, as fate shall 
determine, in order briefly to trace the mi- 
litary operations of Montrose, worthy as 
they are of a more important page, and a 
l)etter historian. By the assistance of the 
chieftains whom we have commemorated, 
and more especially by the junction of the 
Murrays, Stewarts, and other clans of Athol, 
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which were peculiarly zealous fai the royat 
cause, he soon assembled an army oftwo er 
three th<Hisand Highlanders, to whom 'he 
successfully united the Irish under Colkit- 
to. This last leader, who, to the great embar- 
rassment of Milton*s commentators, is com- 
memorated in one of that great poet's son- 
nets,* was properly named Alister, or AU 

* Milton's book, entitled Tetrachordon, had been ridb- 
culed» it would seem, bytke-divititt assenibled at W^A- 
minster, asid dthers, oa tfeeowiC ef tHeliwdness of tt|e 
title; and Milton in his* sonnet Tetaliatjss Upon t)ie bar- 
barous Scottish names which the Civil War had made 
familiar to English ears :-— 

> » why is it harder, sirs^ than GordoD^ 

Colkitto, or McDonald, or Gallasp^ 
These rugged names to our like mouths grow sleek. 
That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp* 

** We may suppose*" s^ys Bishop Newton, ''that these 
were persons of note among the Scotch minliitere^ who 
were for pressing and enforcing the covenant f ' whereas 
Milton only intends to ridicule the barbarism of Scottish 
names in general, and quotes, indiscriminately^ that *of 
Gillespie one of the Apostles of the Covenant, and 
those of Colkitto and M'Donnel, (both belonging to o»e 
person) one of its bitterest enemies. 
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exander McDonnell, by birth a Scottish 
islesnaan, and related to the Ekrl of An# 
trim, to "vrhose patronage he owed the 
command assigned to him in the Irish 
troops. In many respects . be merited 
this distinction. He was^ brave to intre* 
pidity» and almost to insensibility ; very 
strong and active in person, completely 
master of his weapons, and always ready to 
shew the example in th^ extremity of dan* 
;gen . To coiiDterbalacce these good quBh 
lities, it roust be recorded that he was inex* 
perieneed in military tactics, and of a jealouis 
and presumptuous disposition, which often 
lost to Montrose the fruits of Colkitto's gaV 
I^ntry. Yet such is the predominance of 
outward personal qualities in the eyes of a 
wild people, that the ft^ats of strength and 
courage shewn by this champion, seem to 
have made a stronger impression upon the 
mi^ds of the Highlandersi than the military 
skill and chivalraus spirit of the great Mar- 
quis of Montrose. Numerous traditions are 
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Still preserved in the Highland glens con* 
ccrning Alister M*Donnel,: though the 
name of Montrose is rarely mentioned 
among them. 

■ 

The point upon which Montrose finally 
assembled his little army, was in Strath* 
earn, on the verge of the Highlands of 
Perthshire, so as to menace the principal 
town of that county. 

His enemies were not unprepared for his 
reception. Argyle, at the head of his 
Highlanders, was dogging the steps of the 
Irish from the west to the east, and by force> 
fear, or influence, had collected an army 
nearly sufficient to have given battle to that 
under Montrose. The LfOw Countries were 
also prepared, for reasons which we assign- 
ed at the beginning of this tale. A body 
of six thousand infantry, and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, which profanely assumed 
the title of God's army, had been hastily 
assembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, 
Perth, Stirling, and the neighbouring coun- 
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ties. A much less force in former times, 
nay even in the preceding reign, would 
have been sufficient to have secured the 
Low Countries against a more formidable 
descent of Highlanders, than those united 
under Montrose ; but times had changed 
strangely withih the last half oentury. 
Before that period, the Lowlanders were as 
constantly engaged in war as the mountain^ 
eers, and were iiicomparably better disci- 
plined and armed. The favourite Scottish 
order of battle somewhat resembled the 
Macedonian phalanx. Their mEmtry form- 
ed a con^pact body, armed with long spears, 
impenetrable even to the men-at arais of the 
age, though well mounted, and arrayed in 
complete proof. It may easily be conceived, 
thierefore, that their ranks could not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of infantry 
armied only with swords, and ill furnished 
with missile weapons, and having no artil- 
lery whatever. This habit of fight was in 
a great measure changed by the introduc- 
tion of musquets into the Scottish Lowland 



152 TilLESOPMT lAKDL^ED* 

service, which not beitig as yet combined 
with the bayonet, was a formidable weapon 
at a distance, but gave no assurance against 
the enemy who rushed on to close quarters. 
The pike, indeed, waa not wholly disused in 
the Scottish, army; but it wat no longer 
the favourite Weapon, tx)r was it relied up- 
on as fermerly by those in whose hands 
it was placed, in so much that Daniel Lup. 
ton, a tactician of the day, has written a 
book expressly upon the superiority of the 
musquet. This change commenced as ear- 
ly as the wars of Gustavus and Adolphus, 
whose marches were made with such rapi- 
dity, that the pike was very soan thrown 
aside and eMhanged for firewarms* A cir- 
cumstance which necessarily accotnpanied 
this change, as well as the establishment 
of standing armies, whereby war became 
a trade, was the introduetion of a labo- 
rious and complicated system of discipline, 

combining a variety of words of command 
with corresponding operations tind ma- 
pceuvres, the neglect of any one of which 
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X9BS sure to throw the ^boje into confusion^ 
War, therefore, as practised among: most 
nations of Europe, had assumed much more 
than formerly the character. of a. professioa 
or mystery, to which previous practice and 
experience yere, iodispenaible requisites* 
Such was the natural, consequenpe of stand** 
ing armies^ w^ich had almost everywhere, 
and particularly in. the long German w^rs, 
superseded, .what m^y be called the natural 
discipline of the feudal militia^ ., 

The Scotch Lowland militia, thei;€ft>re, 
laboured under a dpubledis^ vantage wbei} 
opposed to Highlander^. Tbey were di- 
vested of the spear, a weapon which, in th^ 
hands of their ^ncestor^, bad so often re^ 
pelled the impetuous as^ault^ of. the moun* 
taineer&; and they were subjected toa^ne^^y 
and eomplicated species of discipliige, well 
adapted, perhaps, to the use pf reigular 
troops^.who could ^e rendered. cpmpletely 
masters of it, but tending only to con/i^ise 
the ranks of citizep- soldiers, by whon^ it 
was rarely practised,, aod imperfectly, tuu 
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derstood. So nmch has been done in our 
own time in iMringing back tactks to their 
fii^t principles, and in getting rid ci the 
pedantry of war, that it is easy for. us to 
estimate the disadvantages under which a 
half* trained militia laboured, who were 
taught to consider success as depending 
upon their exercimig with precision a sya* 
tern €/f tactics, which they probably only 
so far comprehended as to find out when 
tliey were wrong, but without the power of 
getting ri^t again. Neither can it be de- 
nied, that^ in the material points of militiuiy 
habit and warlike spirit, the Lowlanders of 
the seventeenth century had sunk far bo^ 
neath their ^Highland countrymen* 

From the earliest period down to the 
union of the crowns, the whole kingdom 
of Scotland, Lowlands as well as High- 
lands, had been the constant scene of war, 
foreign and domestic ; and there was pro- 
bably scarce one of its hardy inhabitants^ 
between the age of sixteen and sixty, who 
was not as willing in point of fact, as he 

8 



./** 



wsusf literalty bound in law, to asBume arms 
jBLt the first call of Ms liege lord, or of a 
toydl proclamatton. The law temaiBed 
the same in sixteen hundred and forty*five 
as a hundred years before, but the race c^ 
those subjected i;o it had been bred up un- 
der very diffisrent feelings. They had sat 
in quiet under their vine and under thdr 
ilg-tree, and a ciJl to battle invcrfvM a 
change of life as new as it was dkagrea- 
able. Such of them, also, who lived near 
unto the Highlandis^ were in continual aiKl 
dnadvantageous contact with tbe restless 
iiiihabitants of those monntAins, by whom 
their cattle were driven offf their dweUingpi 
plundered, and tiieir persona inmhed, and 
who had acquired over them that sort of 
superiority arising from a constent system 
of aggression. The Lowlanders, who lay 
more remote and out of reach oi those de* 
predations, W€»fe influcbeied by the eioag- 
gerated reports circulated eonoeniii% tbe 
Highlanders^ whom, m totally didEbring m 
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laws, Iftiigiiftge» and .dress, th^ werd m^ 
duced to regard as a aatioD of nragesir 
equally void of fear . and of homamty. 
These various prepossessiom, joined to 
the leas .warlike liabits of the Lowkndn 
er3» aod (heir imperfect kaowledge of the 
new aod eomplicsaled. ajstem of dis^if Ik)^ 
for which tbey had exclianged their iiati«K 
ral mode of fightijig,. placed them 9t greajk 
di^advaiUa^ when opposed tQ the High- 
lander in th0 field pC )>att]e« , The mpua« 
tftsneers^ on the contrary) with the arena 
and courage of thc^r fatb^rfi^ possesseil alsQ 
their simple ai^ udt^ral syst«oi. of taati«%, 
aod bore down mtik the. fiillest copfi^^nce 
upon an enemyt to whom ; any thij^th^y 
liad <be^i taught of discipline .was« lifa^ 
Saul's arnoiir upon I)|iyid» a.hioderance 
rather than an help, :f< because they had 
not pcoved iV . 

It was with, such disadvantages on the 
(me stde^ and such advantages on the othec 
to counteri)alaiice the difference of su^^ 
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xkfT tttnnbers and the presenee of ariil- 
lerj and cavalry^ that Montrose encoun- 
tered the army of Lord Ekho iipion the 
fitld of ' Tippermuir. The presbytci ian 
clergy had not been wanting in their ef* 
forts to rouse the spirit of their followers $ 
and one of them, who harangued the troops 
cm the very day of battle, hesitated not to 
say, that even God spoke by his mouth, 
and be premked tbecn, in his name, that 
day a great and assured victory. The ca- 
valry and artillery were also reckoned sura 
warrants of success, as the novelty of tlieir 
a4tack bad upon former occasions been very 
discouraging to Highkndefs. The place of 
meeting was an open heathy and the ground 
alSirded little advantage to ^thev party, 
except that it allowed the horse of the Co<» 
venanters to act with effset. 

A battle^ upon which so much depend- 
ed, was never more es^ily decided. The 
Lowland cavalry made the ^peasance of 
charging ; but, whether throii^a into disor- 
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der by the fire of musketry, or ^eterrtd' by 
a disaffection to the service said to havtf 
prevailed among the gentlemen, they made 
iio impression' whatever, and recoiled in 
disorder from ranks which had neittor 
bayonets nor pikes to protect them. Mont- 
rose saw, and instantly avmled himself of 
this advantage. He ordered his whole 
army to change, which they perfbrmed wiA 
the wild and desperate valour peculiar to 
the Highlanders. Otfe officer of the Cove- 
nanters alone, trained in the Italian was% 
made a desperate defence upon the right 
wing. In every other point their- line was 
penetrated at the first onset j and this acU 
vantage once obtained, the Lowlaxidets 
were utterly unable to contend at close 
quarters with their more agile and athletic 
enemies. Many were slain on the field, 
and such a number in the pursuit, that 
above one- third of the Covenantees were 
reported to have fallen, in which number, 
however, must be computed a great maiiy 
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fftt bmijesBes who broke their wind in the 
flight, and thus died without stroke of 
sword.* 

Hie victors obtained possession of Perth, 
and obtained considerable sums of money» 
as well as ample suppUes of arms and am- 
fliunitioQ. But these advaatages were to 
be balanced agamst an almost insurmount- 
able inconvenience that uniformly attended 
a Higfalaod army. The clans could be in no 
respect* induced to consider themselves as 
regular soldiers^ or to act as such £ven so 
late as the yew 1745-^ when the Chevalier 
Charles Edward^ by way of making an ex« 
ample, caused shoot a soldier for desertioUf 
the Highlanders, who composed his army^ 
were alfected as much by indignation as by 
fear<> They could not conceive any prin- 



* We chuae to quote our authority for a fact sf 
singular : — " A great many burgesses were Idlled— 
twenty-five householders in St Andrews — ^many were 
bursten in the flight, and died widiout stroke/'— /Slec 
Baillie's Letters, vol. II, page 92. 
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ciple of justice upon which a man's: li^^ 
could be taken, for merely going home- 
when it did not suit him to remain longer, 
with the army. Such had been the uni- 
form practice of their fathers., Wh^n a, 
battle was over, the campaign was,.in theii^, 
opinion, ended ; if it was lo3t, Ih^y soitghfi 
safety in their mountains—if won,, they re^ 
turned there to secure their booty* A%^ 
other seasons they had th^ir cattle to lQ9k 
after, their haryesta ta sow or reap, with- 
out which their families, would have pe^ 
rished for want. Jn either case^ tbfre 
was an end of their services fof the time; j 
and theugb they weif^ easily enopgh re- 
called by the prospect of fresh adv^- 
tures and more plunder, yet the opportu- 
nity of success W99, in the meantitpe, lost, 
and could not afterwards be recovered. 
This circumstance serves to shew, even if 
history had not made us acquainted with 
the same fact, that the Highlanders hail 
never been accustouoed to make war with 
the view of permanent conquest, but only 
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witft the hope of deriving temporary ad« 
vantage. It also explains the reason why 
Montrose, with all his splendid successes, 
never obtained any secure or permanent 
footing in the Low Countries, and why 
even those Lowland noblemen and gentle- 
men who were inclined to the royal cause 
shewed diffidence and reluctance to join an 
army of A character so desultory and irre» 
gular, as might lead them at all times to 
apprehend that the Highlanders, securing 
themselves by a retreat to their mountains, 
would leave whatever Lowlanderi might 
have joined them to the mercy of an of* 
fended and predominant enethy. The same 
cotmideratiodi will serve to account for the 
sudden marches which Montrose was ob* 
liged to undertake, in order to recruit his 
afniy in the mountains, and for the rapid 
changes of fortune, by which we often find 
him obliged to retreat from before those 
enemies over whom he had recently been 
victorious. If there should be any who 
read these tales for any further purpose 
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tbaii that of immediate amusement, tbey 
win find theae remarks not unworthy of 
their recollection. 

It was owing to siK^b causes, the slack- 
ness of the Lowland loyaiists and the tem- 
porary desertion of his Highland followers, 
ibsit Montrose found himself, even alter the 
Aeci»ve victoiy of Tippermuir, in no con- 
dition to iace the second army with whidb 
Argyle advanced upon him from the we%U 

4 

ward. In this emergency, supplying ]b|F 
velocity the want of strength, he mov^ 
suddenly from Perth to Dundee, and being 
refused reception into that town, fell hortih« 
ward upon Ab^deen, where he expected 
to be joined by the Gordons and other 
loyalists. But the 2eal of these gentlemen 
was, for the> time, effectually bridled by a 
large body of Covenanters, commanded by 
the Lord Burleigh, and suf^osed to amount 
to three thousand men; These Montrose 
boldly attacked with half their numb^* 
The battle was fought under the waUs oi 
the city, and the resolute valour of Mont- 
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f ose's followers was again successful against 
every disadvantage. * 

But it was the &te of this great com- 
ttiander always to gain the glory, but set- 
iom the fruits of victory. He had scarce- 
ly time^to repose his small army ita Aber- 
deeii ere he found, on the one hand, that 
the Grordons were likely to be deterred 
from joining him, by the reasons we have 
mentioned, with some others peculiar to 
their chief, the Marquis of Huntly. (te 
the other haiid, Argyle, whose ferce» had 
been augmented by those of several how- 
land noblemen, advanced towards Montrose 
at the head of an army much larger than 
be had yet had to cope with. Itiese troops 
Hioved, indeed, with slowness, correspond- 
ing to the cautious character of their com- 
mander; but that very caution rendered 
Argyle's approach formidable, since his 
very advance implied, that he was at the 
head of an army irresistibly superior. 

There remained one mode of retreat open 
to Montrose, and he adopted it. He threw 
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hiiDself into the Highlands, where he coultlr 
set pursuit at defiance,. and where he was 
sure, in every glen, to recover those re* 
cruits who had left his standard to deposit 
their booty in their, native fastnesses. It 
was thus that the singular character of the 
army which Montrose commanded, while,, 
on the one hand, it rendered his victory 
in some degree nugatory, enabled him, on- 
the other, under the most disadvantageous 
circumstances, to 9ecure his retreat, recruit 
his forces, and render himself more formi? 
dable than ever to the enemy before whom 
he had lately been unable to make a stand. 
Upon the present occasion he threw him- 
lelf into Badenoch, tind rapidly traversing 
that district, as well as the neighbouring 
country of AthoU, be alarmed the Cove- 
nanters by successive attacks upon various 
unexpected pointy and spread ciuch gene- 
ral dismay, that repeated orders were dis^ 
patched by the Parliament to Argyle, their 
commander, to. engage and. disperse Moa« 
trose at all rates^ 



A XEOEtlD OF MONTROSE. 165 

7bese 'commands from 'his snpefiors 
tieither suited the haughty spirit^ nor the 
'temporising and cautious policy. Of the no- 
yeman to whom they were addressed. He 
paid, accordingly, no regard to them, but 
limited his eiforts to intrigues among Mon- 
trose's few Crowlaind followers, many of 
whom had become disgusted with the pro« 
fsipect of a Highland campaign, which ex* 
posed their persons to intolerable fatiguei 
land left their estates at the Covenanters* 
mercy. Accordingly, several of them left 
Montrose's can^p at this period. He was 
joinetl, vhowever, -by a body of farces gf 
more cong^enial spirit, and far better adapt- 
ed to the situation in which he found him* 
self. This reinforcement consisted of a 
large body of Highlanders, whom Colkit- 
to, dispatched for tliat purpose, had levied 
in Argyleshire. Among the most distin- 
guished was John of Moidart, called the 
Captain of Clan Ranald, with the Sleuarts 
of Alpin, tlie Clan Gregor, the Clan M*. 
Nab, and other tribes of inferior distinc* 
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tion. By these means, Montrose's army was 
so foriQidably increased, that Argyle cared 
no longer to remain in the command of 
that opposed to him, but returned to Edin.- 
burgh, and there threw up his commis- 
sion, under pretence that his army was not 
supplied with reinforcements and provi^ 
sions in the niaaaer in which they ought 
to have been« From thence the Marquis 
returned to Inverara, th*ere, in full security, 
to govern his feudal vassals, and patriarchal 
followers, and to repose himself in safety 
on the faith of the Clan proverb already 
quoted—-** It is a far cry to Lochow." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Such mountaitts steep, sudi craggy hills 
His anny on one side indose; 

The other side, great griesly gills 
Did fence with fenny mire and moss. 

l^hicby when the £arl undeiBtood, 

He council craved of captains allf 
Who hade set forth with mournful mood. 

And take such fortune as would Ml, 

Fiodden Fidd, an Anciaa Pomu 

I 

Montrose had now a splendid career 
before him^ provided he could obtain the 
consent of his gallant, but desultory troops^ 
and their independant chieftains. The 
Low Countries lay open before him witfa^ 
out an army adequate to check bis career, 
for Argyle's followers had ifft the Cove- 
naiiters' hos^ when their master threw up 
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his commission; and many other troops ti* 
red of the i¥ar, had taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disband themselves. By descend- 
ing Strath- Tay, therefore, one of the most 
convenient passes from the Highlands, 
Montrose had only to present himself in 
the Low Countries, in order to rouse the 
slumbering spirit x^ ckivtlry and of lojral- 
ty which animated the gentlemen to 'the 
north of the Forth. The possession of these 
countries, with or without a victory, w<kild 
put him in po«session of a wealthy and fer- 
tile part of the kingdom, wouTd enable 
him, by Tegular pay, to place hts aimy 011 a 
more permanent looting, to penetrate as 
far as the capita), perhaps from thence to 
the Border, where he deemed it pbssibH to 
commuuicate with iheyetnnsubdiied forces 
of King Charles. - . 

' Such was the ^lan of operatiorfi By wftch 
the truest glory was td be acqtrfred,'*^Dd 
ihe m6st important' success insured fiil*4he 
royal ctiu^.e» Aeeordingfy it diii'%i6t te^pe 
the ambitious ^nd daring spiHt *f him 
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Tfhose seraces h^d already acquired him 
the title oflJie Great Alarquis^ But othejc 
motives actuated m^ny of his followers, and 
perh^s w^^ not without their secret and 
unKknpwledged influence in his own bo* 

The western Chiefs in Montrose's army, 
almost to a man, xq^rded the Marquis of 
Argyle as tbemostdii^Gt^and pqoper object 
of hostilitieii. .Almost all jof them had felt 
]ua.power ; almost all, in ;«dthdrawing theix 

fehcible n^nfromtheir owagl^nst left their 
faqulies and .propeitj ea;posed to his yen- 
.jfeiice.; all, lyithqut e^sp^ptioa, wiere desi* 
mua^ diminishiiig his sovereignty} and 
most of 4hem l^y «o . near his territories, 
that they nught reasonably hope ^o be gra- 
t4fie4 by a share pf ^s spoil* . To these 
Chiefs the possession of; Inverara and its 
c;astle was an invent infinitely: more impor- 
4ant and*desirable than the capture of Edin* 
bitfgh. The latter «v^t could only afibrd 
their danmeaa Utileiransitofy pay or pluo. 
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dter; tlieiaraierii 
sdres 2ndemirit)t fM the {Mttt, nad secnritjr 
fof the f uture. Besides these pfersotisi! rea- 
sons, the leaders, who&vouredlliis optoioa,^ 
plausibly urged, that though, at his first 
descent into the Low Country, Montrose 
might be iraperior to the enemy, yet every 
d^y^s murhhe madeframthehifismost di* 
minish his own forces^ and expose hit» t9 
the accumtriated superibritjr t>f an amfy 
which the Corenaliters could teSledt^6m 
the Lowland ieries and garrisons. On tiie 
other hand, by crashing Aigyle dfettuaSy, 
be would not only permit his' prMeat wes^ 
tern fitends to bring out that propoithm 
of their forces whicfa 4bey dust otherwise 
lea«e at home for protecdon mfiixir fami- 
lies ; but further, ht woidd draw to iris 
standard ^ereral tribes already fiieni^ toi 
his cause, but Who were prevented atom 
joining him by fear of M^Caltum More; 

These arguments found sotnettiifi^ ^ 
sponsive in Montros^ own* bosom, not 
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^ite:ao9#oi^nE «i^ thd general terokm 
$lf.hi8\cha;T»i:ler, The hdiises df Argyll 
^d Mofiliro«ie had beto, in fbrtntt ^mes, 
npestf dly opposed to 'dadt other in war 
aiad in peUticdi )and the sapierior adv:an- 
Ifges.; aqquir^ by Ihe fiMrmeri had made 
them tli0 su^eet ofeovy and^slike to llie 
ncdgl^bDiiribg* iamity^ vwlb^ cdnscibus dF 
f%ual dets^ti bad not (been so richly re- 
^w^ded* ^Is iJN» not aU« The existing 
heads ^ftkes&r^npfj lasmlkd iiad stood in the 
i|(i03t<mwkeilo|ipQsition'to each otAer since 
the QdmtxleaclbiBdBfcofiihepreteittfToabtesi 
Montroie» eoA^cfoikm t^ the* snperiorhy of 
his taMrnt^i snd of havii% rendBred great 
siervice to tbci :€6ireBaQte!!s at Che begin- 
qiniB^ cf tlie nv^^ had i expectal' from that 
pao^ty die siip&reniinettce dP eonncti and' 
oommnd, ^hidb tUey Judged it safel^ to 
entrust to drie- iiiore' limited faculties, and 
more el^tikisive power, of his rival Ar- 
g^le» Tlib^ having awarded tfais pi^eference, 
Yas ^ tnjury which Mor^c»e never for- 
gave tbj&. Cov4iMi9l#ia:f «d:fae IMS «tiU iess 
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Ukely to extend his pardon to Argyle^ to^ 
whom he had /been postponed. He wat 
therefore stimulated by every feeling^ of 
hatred which could animate a fiery temper 
in a fierce age to seek for revenge upon 
the enemy of Iris house and persdo ; and it 
is probM'le that Uiese private motives ope# 
rated not a little on his mind, whm he 
found the principal part of his foUowert 
deterniined rather to undertake an ezpe* 
dition against the territories of Aigyle^\ 
than to take the &r more decisive step of^ 
descending at once into the Lowlands. 

Yet*whatevertemptation Montrose found 
to cari9F into eflfect his attock upon Argyle- 
shire, he could nirt easily bring himself to 
renounce tl^ a{^endid atchievement of a 
descent upon the Low Country. He h^' 
more than one council wilh the prinoipsft; 
Chiefs, combating^ perhaps, his own Mcret 
inclination as well as theirs. He laid be« 
fore them^he extreme dtffieull^ of marchit^ 
even a H^hfamd army from the eastw^d 
into AigjdesUfie, tiuxmgb paaMS sc«raa^i 
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llraeticsble for thef^erds and' deer* stalkers, 
mi over mounteias with wbkA evetr the 
0Un8 lying nearest to them dkl iiet'{iretend 
tx> be thoroughly acqiAinted* These diffii 
iullies were great>y enhanced by- tbe^season 
4i the year^ which was now advancing to* 
wavdstheibtginnmg of December, when the 
MMantainpaMes, in tbemsehres so difficult; 
tfiightbe expected to be rendered utterly tm- 
passable by mow storms. These, objections 
neUber satisfied nor mlencedtthe CSiiefs/ 
who still hisisted upon tlieir anciMit mode 
of makii^ war, by dsivingttlK Ktaitlei whiefa^ 
acc<Mrdhig to the Gadie phrase, ^led upon 
the grass ef their enemy*'? Thecooncltwas 
dismissed late at night, aaid withiont coming 
to any decision^ ezcepliiigtiintithe Ghieft, 
who suppofted the pinion thai Argyle 
l^ttld be invaded, praaaisedi toi sMs out 
among t)^eirA>Uoweisth09awiao night be 
most capable of nndetCaUag ttie^ office^ at 
l^iides upon the expeditioii.; 

^ J^lcmtrose had retii^ i:a tfaa ii^iUniwlMAi* 
sirved him §9§^ tesfe, and stettebod;hha(»elf 
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ufon a had of dry kmk^ the <oniy place #f 
jqRMe wliieb i* afbldeti. But he coniMI 
sleep is VMiy #l|r Hie ^vrnmn of airibitiiM 
exduded those ef 'MMpbeus. In* <iite ibd^ 
meftfc he iMegJMd*^ himself displaying the 
rejral bra^M Aeiii'tlie Te>co»iquered cesttir 
of Edinburgh, detaching assistance to % 
moaoMdi whose erotm depmd«d uptin his 
sttcoessy and raeetving in requital all the ad« 
jrastages aiid prefirnnent^-^icb <^i}ld -be 
heaped upon him tnthdmralring delfgiM'eth 
to boopiiii Al abotber dtae tbis dreamy 
j^lendid at k ^m»» fkled ib^ibre the vi^tdn 
irf* gnrtiCed vrnfftsmtt^ and > p«rs«niiil tii^ 
tMBpbwQUFer m ;{)efWiial enemy* lb sUf* 
prise Aigyle taWs-MfOngfJioM of Inve^ 
ranH-*lo*cnadb*SA Moi «t onee ifee riyal ^ 
hie oein boiMef nd»«ke ebiefsu^p^t ot'tlie 

diliwenoe la e l w itii r ehs^ pr^tyed Af^yte 
and^thepei ilMWil MoMfMtH wm ^ pfoMv^ 
too flattering to fiMdal iMngeafi(|« to b« 
eei% reibM|MgiM9d; 
While ka levthtti^bialBd ««th eoiitfatXv^ 
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t99y Hmn^^mA fmtatgh the i^UEct who 

Itt the If atquiMhat: Mro |W>iwiik«iiii1 to 
iptat" TtrMi tea. EKnm>ncyw 
' *' Thar nuuM?'* •mimimI MfT"f f fffi > 
^^ Mid ibt amm «£' tMr ttiignMgr M wck. a 

. Qftjlh^ae pMtib tft^e ewiitfiii^ wiio was 
pDt^ of CdUdttoTs Iririuimw emhiyuBsBQi 
M^ 9»amd litde xnrfwoMllta ) ml thst 
McMM;ro0e^ ii^ aI ^tusb m fieit0di4iiMb.3«« 

bcmi fie^artiiig acMte uafmrtiiit iBlelli- 
gQoee» 9tv9 dh^(Ktioki$» asa nawnary pre- 
cauttoQ, to put the guMd uadw amriii mad 
Iteo^po^ticdtoncifcintlmiw MlAgto^ 
^> t)h»obanArai hM tq^oe iigfciwii >:a fiair 
oft0fch«i,«id MtmtmBtikm9iAf^$Ami$mB 
jiara fimii Ilia eimcii» ii^iaA tiPi^i«Ki«iter- 
iedi mM 4wafW|^« Liinrlaiixl^iW^ flf^bMtof 
katliar mm ataaMi t0 liMi«i$y i)i»: otNiiS ; 
atall opiate old lii|^dmd«r» nii a ctMkN 
pteEioB witidi mjg^ be i i«r aaedr ^^oii pay^ 
wasttd^asd worn Jijr^ §cim^mmk t» m fb m> 
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< <« VifbAtmKyt be 70tir)eamiiiitidi wftbift^ 
tejr ffieadt?^ siid the MMqiiii» bii hatd i^ 
noft twcoiiMmtly tediittg t^fantt oi4>n» 
of his pistolf ; for tbe|ieri6df at wett tii tiMr 
time of nighty nwrfsnfed raipicioiis which 
the good mien ofvhif vmtorswM not l^ 
any means calculated to remove. 
> «' I prajr ieair^ toeeoDgnHolfte jonf'^ skid 
the Lawlattder^rr^^s^ most troUe Oefieral^ 
and Right iHesioiiridDle' Lord, tipon the 
great batiies.ivUckytaifh«re atohieved am to 
I badtl^ibrtati^tb be detached from* yoo; 
It was. a prttby f&At that tvilsne at Tippeiw 
mitir ; nevertheieas if I might be permitted 

tq 0O|iDfCl*'---«— * ; . » . 

** Before deing so,"* said the ^ Mar<)uis, 
^< wiU.yofi i^ pieaaed to- let me know wb^ 
if iKit kiadas'te ^our me with hts opiaioa.*^ 
. ^* Truljr# my^lenlt^ replied tkecmao, «* l'^ 
should have beped that w» uimeceKary» 
sfsea^ it is not ao 'loag si&ee I took on in 
yjwr servioey' under (Nrckmie iif a comtnis* 
sioQ as Majors witb' half a dc^faur of daily 
pay and hi^f a doHtx of arreaars ; and I aa» 
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to t^wt yoor lordship has not ibi^otten ioy 
pty as well as my person ?" ' 
- " My good friend, Major Dalgetty/* 
mad Montrose, who by this time perfectly 
VecoUected bis inan, ** you must consider ' 
what impcutaht things have happened to 
put my frirads' &ce8 out of my memory^ 
besides this impecfect light ; but all ccmdi* 
ttoos shall be kept^ And what news from 
Argyleshire, my good Major? We ha.velong 
given you up fi>r lost, and I was ik) w pre^ 
fnudng to take the most s^nal vengeance 
upon the <dd Sool who infringed the kW of 
arms in your person.'* 

<< Truly; my noble lord,'' said D^etiy; 
'* I have no deare that my riturn should 
put any st^ to so proper and becomings an 
imtentton ; verily, it is in no shlipe in the 
Barl4>f Argyll's favour or mercy that I now 
stand be&«e you, and I shaU benb interces; - 
sof for him^r-sButmy eseape is, under hea* 
ven^and the excellent dexterity which,^8 an < 
old and aocosaplished cavalier, I displayed 
iaefiectiii^ the same,--^Isay9 under thesf,i|' . 
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Uk owing tc^ ti^p asiifla&pe of tl^ old jffigb-* 
lander, whom I f cda^fe to r^oomoieDd to 
jour lordidiipV ffpe($$l fcvouri ts .tlie is^- 
8teuQi^ of Mving yow lor^ibift's tOTcom^ 

^im^ .i^lkvely, << iRbi«b 4shiiU cerlaicd^ b« 
requilod IB ih^riiMpi^tOf it deserirei." . < 

"^ KuMl AotW^dt A«MiId/' «t|d Major BaU 
g«tl)r; (a6 we ittutt psow call hint) *' ^k^ad 
dowiit and ktsl b^ &ci?«UaiK^^ faand.v 

The p^asorifcifd fowl, of aclwois^lodgmenl 
not beti^ a!9C0i4ing to the ciqAom K»f Ra^ 
Raid's coiiBtry^ he c<Miteiite4 Uv^eir «Ki|ii 
foldii^ ids aiffais on his bosom and nrnkitig 
a}owini^iiiatiQO^f^hfs b«ad^ w - 

<< This poor mao, iny loid,'' said /Msgn 
pi^get^t contiBintighia speeob^tiiaigseai 
air of proteotioa towards RiyMld Mac£s|^ 
<« hiuek straip«i «}ji li4 4oii4M^ imiBttsjtode. 
^^ «y^p^9n ^i» mitie-^ aim 
DtfMigb bsrvi^g iM»bfit(»r ve^piias oi^imfi 
#afiort thaii bPM^if ^i aFtowr nirhilk fOM 
|9r#ship«4Ul)oM^bel*w^ . 
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' ^ You ^1 sec a great • n^any such wca- 
pmis^a ttiy c*mp,'' sirf* Monbrb^e, ♦* and ire 

« SdfvicfebMe, iriy lor*P* said DiTgetty j 
**-I'i!rust youf loWrfrfp wiB permit me t6 be 
surprised-— bows and arrows !— f trust you 
#ill' foVgtte my rectamnendibg the 'sobstiU 
ttftiqn of muskets, the lirsfc conTknient op^ 
portuBity. But besides defending me^ this 
Itonest Highlander also was at the pains nC 
curing me; in respect that t had got a 
tkrdi'of the wahi in my retreat, wMch me- 
rits my t>est re^ita! in this speciid itatro- 
ductiota 6f%iii to ypurlordship^s notice and 

» What Is your name, my^fricnd?'^ said 
M^intrdse, turijlhg tb die Highlindeff. 

^< It tntty htit be spbken,'' answered the 
mountaineer*' 

« iFhat is to i^/* interpreted lUfajor Dal-' 
getty, ^ he desires to have his nande conceal-' 
ad, in i^espeietlie hath fff*former days taken 
a eakti^ ^sikiitf eettain children, and done 
other things, whilk, as your good lordship 
knows, are often practised in war time, but 
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excite DO benevcrfeiice/towftrds/the fverpo^: 
trator in the friefodt of thoie who. Bustowr 
ifijury* I have knows» to my miUtaiefjr esf 
perienee^ many brave cayalien put to imA 
by jthe boors, simply for umg mSHaey Ik 
ceose upon the peasants*'' . . «i 

' «^ I understand," said Montrose: ^' Uttn 
person is at feud with some of our f4rflow4 
ers, I^t him retNre , to the ceiirt of ,gi«urd» 
and we will think of the best mode of pr» 
tooting 4itm.'' 

«' You heair, Ranald,'' said Mafor Dalf 
gettyt with an air cdf sqpeiioritji^ <<bia,£K»i 
eellency wishes to hold privy eovscil ^i^ 
me» you must go to the court of gnard;*^ 
He. does .not know where that iSi poor £$U 
low!-~he is a ydtmg ^soldier &r so,eli.« 
Qpsn) I will put him undfT the diaige^tof 
a centinel, and Jlatrnm lo your Ipcdsliip 
incaotitteft'' He did so^ and jNtttmei 
eordiogly. 

^ MontrMe'sfiiatef4\Bryreq>eeted'tlte 
bassy to Invararaf ,and }» l^ned wUk^U 
tentien ta Dalgttty^ i«|pl|r) noiwitikstaiid. 
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|«|$ i^^e praKaily di the Major's nam* 
im%ik it required an effiot fr<Hn' the Mar* 
qwER y^^tBOMmtMim hU ^ttentioti ; but no one 
better knew, that where information is to 
b0 dtmed fiom < the repoft of auch agents 
as Dalgetty, it can <ftAy be obtained by 
•rffering Ihem to tell their story in their 
ewQ way. Aeoordingly his patience was 
at iMigth rewarded. Among other spdh 
wiujph the Captain thought himself at li<« 
berty to take, was a packet of Afgyle^ 
private papers. These lie coat^ned to the 
kaodfrof his gra^eral ; a humour of account- 
ifig^ however^ whiohwent no fttrtfaer, for 
I^ do vol iffldeiBtaod that he made any men^ 
tieb of itlm pwrse <rf* gold which he had 
•pi^pviated at the same time that hemade 
seiziireof the papers afiaresaid. Snatching 
% toroh fsom the wiaU, Montrose was in an 
imteat deq[>Iy ^i^ged in theperu^l of 
these documents, in which it is probable be 
ioond aometbtag to animate bk personal 
/eseatmeilt ^gaiost hie rival Argyle.^ 
->. M Doeehenot^fMrme^*said he} ^*iima 
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he shall feel mc. * Witt he fire my ca^K df 
Murd<»ch !«~Iiiverara shall raise llie #MI 
smoke.i-4X> for a gisde through ike skirtt 
0f Strath Ittbn r 

Whatcfrer nught be Dalgetty's personal 
eoHcetty he iiader8l4MMl his business saflU 
cientlytogtftessatMoKitfos^sineaQibg. Hif 
instantly interrupted his tnm prolfai^ ilafra. 
tion erf* the skirmish whidr had taken place»' 
aid the vound he had received in Ms ¥M^ 
treat, and l»gan to speak to the point whidh*' 
be saw interested h» general. 

*« If,** said he, ** your Excellency wishe^i 
if make an infail into Afgyleihire, tbis' 
poor man, Ranald^ of whom I toAd you, t6- ' 
gather with his children and conipatiiottsy \ 
know every pass into that latid, both tettii« ' 
11^ from the east and from the north;** 

<« Indeed i** toM Montrose ; ^ what rfdk^' 
son have you to belkveilidi' knowledge so 
extensive?^ ' 

'^ So please your Exeelleneyt*" anan^id 
Dalgetty, " 4nting ihtf weieks that I re» 
nMmed witih them Ibr ct*e of my wound. 
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|bi^ w^«re repertedty otiltg^d to slmi 
§ii^ter% in Ftepect of Argyl^s repeated 
Ittempts to repossess 1»mself of the person 
of an officer who was honoured with your 
^oeQeacy's oonfidenee ; so that I had oc- 
casion to adfxiire the singular dexterity and 
kiewiedge of the face of the conntry with 
which ttey alteirnsAely atchieved their re- 
treat and their advance ; and when, at 
kngthy I Wis able to repair to your Excel- 
lency's Mandard, this honest creature, Ra- 
nald MacEagh, giikted me bypaths which 
lOy steed Gnatavus, (which your lordshipf 
may remember,) ttode with perfect safety, 
so that I said to myself, tirat where guides, 
spies, or intelligencers^ were required in m 
Higyapd campaign in thatweatern country, 
more^xpert perscms than he and his attend- 
ants conM i|ot pos»trfy be desired.** 

** ^od oan you anaww for his fidelity ?" 
said Mpntrose.} ^ what. is his name ai^ 
coiidition V* 

^ He is aniOutlaW} and robber by pro- 
f«S9|(Q»,'r aMUfieied I>B%elty } ^< and by 
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naine^ caDed Ranald MacEagh ; wkttk «g^ 
nifiest Ranald, the Son of the Mist/* 

^* I should remember something of thai . 
name/' said Montrose, pausing } *' Did not 
these Children of the Mist perpetrate same 
act of cruelty upon the M'Aulays ?**— r 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the circum-' 
stance of the murder of the forester^ and 
Montrose's active memory at once rgcaUed 
all tN circumstances of the feud. 

*' It is most unlucky,*' said Montrose, 
*< this inexpiable quarrel between these men 
and the M'Aulays. Ajilan has borne hifQr 
self bravely in these wars, and possessed/ 
by the wild mystery of his behaviour and 
language; so much influeni?e over the mi|H|t 
of his countrymen, that the consequences 
of disobliging him niight be serious. A^ 
the same time, these men being so capablf- 
of rendering useful servicey and being, as 
yott say, Major DaJ^etty,^ perfectly Jmst- 
worthy ^ 

<< I will impledge my pay. at^ arrears* 
toy horse and arms, my bead and neck. 
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ttpeii tlitir ftteHtyi** said the Msjor } ^ and 
yourBxeellency 1(iiows, that a soldadaeouhl 
my no more for bis own father.'' 

'* True,*^ siud Montrose ; ^* but as. this 
ti a matter of particular moment, I would 
willingly know the grouilds of so positive 
an assurance.*^ 

** Concisely then, my lord,** said the Ma- 
jor^ '* not only did they disdain to profit by 
a handscmie reward which Argyle did me 
the honour to place upon this poor head of 
mme, and not only did they abstain from 
pillaging my peiisonal property, whilk was 
to an amount that would have tempted re 
gular, soldiers in any service of Europe; 
and not only did they restore me my horse, 
whilk your ex&ellenoy knows to be of value; 
but I could not prevail on them to accept 
one stiver, doit, or maravedi, for tM trou- 
ble diaaed expences of my sick bed. They 
actually refused my coined money when 
£reely offi»fd,*-*a tale seldom to be told in 
a Christian land,*^ 



meai'i fefleotipHr ^ tkat tMr ccndoct it» 
wards you 1$ ^DOdtiiMMM of iiie«r,Ai» 
Uty ; but how t# MOttn agftiiiit |ibe1>reai»» 
ingottt^ofthitftii^'' ib|iliQieil^a«itJiJ9il 
luddeoly addfdi ^ llnd Afgtlllm'leiHiili 
while yout Major, hava baea lamt^ms^ 
moonlight.'' ; ^ ^ .> 

He oaUed to liia adendaala rtei fetch a 
stoup of wine and JOaie itifiaihBMiiiif Mis 
jor Dalgetty, who had the jippttittL of a 
«OQ¥aleN$eot retiiraed fram Hi^bnd quaia 
teiii needed not a»y pr^mag^to ^puBbtinci 
what was set beft^i^ btait but {MPoceeded 4« 
dif patch his fo9d wth auch aJacmty^-rthat 
the Marauis^ fiUi«f a on^ siC wioe^.aad 
ddnkiiig 4o htB heakbf coald JMk Jieifimr 
sMMPhtag^ UmI ofwrse as i^bi^.jpmMsm^ot 
IMS oaeiii «enii he wi isfwuiii fMijor Drih 
geHy had lai^ jimmA inme Aarj^g 
etirtien iiitoAligOfleshiMu . il:..:/ 

^ Yenr £iicaUe«tir alafieko you^owrpoik 
ral oath upon that^'' said the .woirtfajf iMi^i 
speakioir wsfch his mouth fiillt << fiir the 
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mmAi tail the Qiiliiren of the Mitt procuu 
md Ibv flie, poor helpless creiituf e^ as they 
W€U^meve aa mrafreishfuMo my b&djTi dsart 
^fHieo ^ck>00di in lAy aimear, whtUc- 1 nm 
ftiti to leMtt teMnd ne^ fiM»- eKpedStioa 
•ftlee^ I ntUed: ther^itt like- ttte «iririvriled 
kernel in » nut that liMk bem kep(^<A>'to 
a second Hallowe'en.'^ 

p* Youmuit tatotbe^due mewcm to repair 
these lossis, Mi^ XMsetty*" 

«« In twt)i»'' answMed the ^ld«er^ *^ I 
rtiaAl bac%. be abfe U^efmpM that^ nnlest 
my airaaif areti>he>exiohMgQdibr(^ 
]»ky } ibr i fqotest t4^ yonf BxceHentey, tifM 
the three stone weight wImIl I hive lost 
twre.sanply niped ttpi» the fi^ftthff «ac- 
cmmtinga of tbe States of Hollsf|id«^ 
. *^ In^that paset** said tht^Mai^ujj^ <« you 
are only feda)eed'40'|;D^ mailing ^ordeiw 
JU fiif tbe pay» Jet u$*^iMte4iaiw nthttoffm^ 
victory, Major^ and your wishM^ and aH 
ourwishest shalt beMfpiy fnlfiUed* Mean* 
time help ycHirsdf i^ another aip of wieir«^ 
&> your SxoeUencyte healthy? said «he 
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Major, filling a cup to the brims to shew^ 
tiie zeal with which he drank the toasts 
^ and victory over all ;f our- enemies^ and 
particularly over Argyle. I hope to pull 
another handful from his beard myself^— 
I have had one pluck at it already." 

•* Very true>'' answered Montrose j ** but 
to return to these menof the Mist. You un- 
derstandi Dalgetty, that iheir presence here- 
and the purpose for which we employ them, 
it a secret between you and me.'* ^ 

Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated j^^ 
^ith this mark of his general's confidence^ 
the Major laid his^hand upon his nose, and 
nodded intelligence. 

^< How many may there be of Ranald^s 
followers ?•' continued the Marquis. .. 

« They- are reduced, so far as I know, . 
to some eight or ten men,'' answered Ma* 
jor Dalgetty, ^ and a few women and cbil* 
dren." 

«* Where are they now ?* demanded Mon-^ 
troae. 

^ In a valley, at three miles distance/ aiw 
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Bwered the soldier, ^^awafting your Excel- 
lency's commaDd ^ I jadged it not fit to 
bring them to your leagoer without your 
Excellency's orders." 

«* You judged very well," said Montrose ; 
^^ it would be proper that they remain 
where they are, or seek some more distant 
{}lace of refuge* I will send them money, 
though it is a scarce article with me at pre* 
ient." 

<^ It is quite unnecessary," said Major 
Balgetty ; << your Excellency has only 
bint that the M^Aulays are going in that 
direction, and my friends of the Mist will 
instantly make volte-face, and go to the 
right about" 

' ^^ That were scarce courteous," said the 
Marquis. '* Better send them a few dollars 
to purchase them some cattle for the sup- 
port of the women and children." 

** They know how to come by their eat- 
tle at a far cheaper rate," said the Major; 
M but let it be as your Excellency wills." 
^ Let Ranald MacEi^h," said Montrose^ 



■*--^' 



^8elK$et«» or two of 1^ JGUkmcni^ mett 
wkcm he tcaii trust, and wdho are capable af 
keejMq^ their owtiaeoret ^ these shaU serve 
for our guides. Let them Ike at my tent to* 
morrow at duf^busk^ and see, if poasibiei 
that thej oeitlmr guess mj purpoae, aor 
hoki any cornHmnkatimi witiieaekdtheriv 
priirate«-f*-li!hi8ii(dd mat!, has he aiy dull* 
dren?" . 

<< They have been killed or hauged,?* 
Sftii the .Ca{)ftai% ^^ to the mimber of a 
round, 43o0en,. as I %beEe?e«^bttt he batfs 
left one child, a. smart and^ hopeful youlhj^ 
\vhom I. haves noted to be nei^er witftcmifctf. 
pebble in his pla^ aocric, to fling at whosoi^ 
ever might come in his way, bdttg a sgms* 
bol» that, like David, who was accustomed 
to sling sotiooth stones taken frohi; tiie 
b]?ook,^ he may afterwards pvove an adves^: 
turous warrior." 

^' That boy^ Major Dalgetty^ aatd the 
Msrquis, .^ i wiU have to vtteodrvBponfWc^. 
own peji»on. I presume he will hiatef senke* 
enough to Jc^ephitotttoeseeretif' . 



't ^'^IPcmr fcoeUeney need not tux that^'' 

'BnMt the* mcrtnetit Aiejr cbip the ihcM f ■ ■ ' 
*• Wefir tepHed Motrtrose, ♦♦ that bojr 
9ittU be pledge for the fidelity ef bis fa* 
ther, and if he pioves fiuthfiiU the child's 
preien&eiit shidl be his reward<— And now, 
Mb§ot Dalgetty^ I will licence yonr depar- 
ture for the night; to-morrow you will intro- 
duce this MacEagh, nnder any name or 
^hKacter he may please to assume. I pre* 
suae his profession has rendered him suffi- 
ckntly expert tn all sort of disguises ; or 
we may admit John of Moydart into our 
sobraiesy who has sense^ pradicalnlity, and 
intelligence, and wiU allow this man for a 
tiflse to be disguised as one <tf his foBowers. 
Ik>r you, Major, my groom of the cham- 
bers will be your ^inrter* master fw this 
evening.'" 

Magor Dalgetty took his leave with a 
joyful heart, greatly elated with the recep- 
tion he had met with, and much pleased 
with the personal manners of his new grae« 
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ril, which, as he explained at great length 
to Ranald MacEagh, reminded him in manj 
respects of the demeanour of the immortal 
Gustavus AdolphuSf the LioA of the Nortb, 
and Bulwark of the Protestant Faith. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The march begins in miUtAry, state, 
> And nations on his eyes suspended wait; 

Stern fkmine guards the sditary coast, 
. And winter barricades the reakns of frost ; 

He comes, — ^nor want, nor cpld, his course delay.-'—* 

Vanity of Human Wishu, 



Bt break of day, Montrose received in 
bis cabin old MacEagh, and questioned 
him long and particularly as to the means 
of approaching the* country of Argyle. He 
made a note of his answers, which he com- 
pared with those of two * of his followersi 
whom he introduced as the most prudent 
and experienced. He found-them to cor- 
respond in all respects ; but, still unsatis^ 
fied where precaution w&s so necessary, 
the Marquis compared the information he 
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bad received with that he was able to till- 
lect from the Chiefs who lay most near to 
the destined scene of invasion, and bdiig 
in all respects satisfied of its accuracy, be 
resolved to proceed in fall reliance upon 
it. 

In one point Montrose changed his mind* 
Having judged it unfit to take the boy Kto« 
neth into his own d^ervice, lest, ia cafte 0f 
bis birth being discovered, it should *be re- 
sented' as an offence by the numerous cliuis 
who entertained a feudal enmity to this de- 
voted family, be req^fssted tbe Mtjoe CoUdie 
him in attendance upOK hhnsetf $ aodM^he 
accompanied this request with a bftadsovie 
dougew, under pretenee of cloibtng and. 
equipping the lady this <^ftn|§^wa8 a^e^ 
able to all parties. 

It was about breakfast^time;^ ^hen Ma^ 
Jor Dalgetty, being dismissed by vM«b- 
tr^se, went in quest of his old ^cqiiaist- 
ances, Lwd Menteith and Uia M^Aulafi^ 
to whom he longed to comjOMiittflatMit fats 
own adventures, as well as to learn ftom 
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diem the particulars of the campaigii. It 
jmy be imagined he was received with 
great glee by men to whrna the late nni* 
fonritty of their military life had rendered 
•sy change ciMtiety i|a inteeestirig novelty. 
Allan M < Aolay iJone teemed to reccril from 
im ixmtr aoquaintancef aithougb, when 
uliatleiiged by his bnither, be could reader 
noiothet reason thsm a reluctance to be fa- 
mUiar trith one wh^ had been so lately in 
tte company of Argyle and other enemies. 
Idajpr Balgetty was a little altrmed by this 
aort ol ingtimstife conacfousneas which AU 
Ian seemed to entertaia respeetiog the so* 
eiety he had been lately keeping ^ h/t was 
soon^ satiffieil, however, that the percep- 
ttosvs of the seer io this particular were not 
infallible. 

. As' Ean^ld MacEagii was to be placed 
under Major Dalgetty's protection and sil- 
perintendance, it was necessary he should 
pnepentibim to those persons with whom 
be was mat litely to associate* The dress 
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of the old man had, in the meantimb^ .been 
<:hanged^from the tartan of his .clan to a 
sort ofxlotbkg peculiar to the men of 
the^ distant Isles, resembling 'a waistcoat 
with sleeves, and. a petticoat, all made iii 
one piece. » This dress w as laced from toJ> 
to bottom Jn front, and bore some resem- 
blance to that called a Polonaise^ still.wofn 
by children in Scotland of the lower rank. 
The tartan hose.^Qd. bonnet completed thd 
dress, which old men, of the: last century re- 
membered, well to have: seen wdrn by the 
diatant Islesnien. who came .to the .Earl of 
Man's standard ia the year 1715. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping his eye 6n AI-. 
Ian as he spoke, introduced. Ranald Mac- 
Eagh under the fictitious, name, of Ranald 
MacGillihuron in Benbecula, who had es- 
caped withvhim out of Argyle's' prison. JHe 
recommended him as a person skilful in 
the arts, of the harper and. the senachie, 
and by no means: contemptible in the qua- 
lity of a secondrsighted person or seen 
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While making this exposition, Major Dal- 
getty stammered and Jiesitated in a way so 
unlike the usual glib forwardness of his 
manner, that he could not have failed to 
have given suspicion to Allan M'Aulay, 
Ihad not that person's whole attention been 
engaged in steadily perusing the features of 
the person thus introduced to him. This 
steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
MacEaghy that his hand was beginning to 
sink down towards his dagger, in expecta- 
tion of a sudden assault, when Allan M*Au. 
lay, suddenly crossing the. floor of the 
hut, extended his hand to him in the way 
. of friendly greeting,. They sat down side:* 
by side, and conversed in a low mysterious 
tpne of voice. Menteith and Angus M^Aii-- 
lay were not surprised at this, for. there pre- 
vailed among the^ Highlanders who pre- 
tended to the secoi\d-sight a sort of free- 
masonry^ which generally induced them, 
upon meeting, to hold communication with 
each other on the nature and extent of 
their visionary experiences. 
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** Does the sight come gloomy iipon 
your spirit?^' said Allan to his new ac-* 
quaintance, 

'* As dark as the shadow upon the 
moon," replied Ranald, ** when she is dark* 
ened in her mid-course in heaven, and 
prophets foretell of evil times." 

«« Come hither," said Allan, •* come more 
this way, I would converse with you apart ; 
for men say that in your distant islands th6 
sight is poured forth with more clearness 
and power than upon as, who dwell near 
the Sassenach." 

While they were plunged into their mystic 
conference, the two English cavaliers em 
tered the cabin in the highest possible spi* 
rits, and announced to Angus M^Aulay 
that orders had been issued that all should 
hold themselves in readiness for an imme^^ 
diate march to the westward* Having 
delivered themselves of their news witU 
much glee, they paid their compliments to 
their old acquaintance Major I>algetty> 
whom they instantly recognised, and in- 
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quited after the health of his eharger, Gus- 

tavus. 

• <' I humbly thank you, gentlenien,'' an- 
awered the soldier, ^* Gustavus is well, 
though, like his master, somewhat barer on 
the ribs than when you offered to relieve 
me of him at Darnlinvarach ; and let me 
assure you, that before you have made one 
or two of those marches which you seem to 
contemplate with so much satisfaction in 
prospect, you will leave, my good Knights, 
aome of your English beef, and probably 
an English horse or two behind you/' 

Both exclaimed that they cared very lit- 
tle what they found or what they left, pro* 
vided the scene changed from dodging up 
and down Angus and Aberdeenshire, in 
pursuit of an enemy who would neither 
fight nor run away. 

<* If such be the case," said Angus M^- 
Aulay, •* I must give orders to my foUow- 
ersi and make provision too for the safe- 
conveyance of Annot Lyle j for an advance 
iBto M'Callum More's country will be a 



fkrthpi^ and fouler road than these pinks of 
Cumbrian Knighthood are aware of.** So 
paying, he left tl^e cabin. 
, " Annot Lyle!? repeated Dalgetty, " is 
«be following the campaign ?* 

" Surely," replied Sir Giles .Musgrave, 
his eye glancing slightly from Lord Men- 
teith to. Allan M*Aulay ; " we could nei- 
ther march nor fight, advance nor re- 
treat, without the influence of the Princess 
of Harps." ' 

*' The Princess of Broad swords and Tar- 
gets, I say,? answered his companion ; " for 
the Lady of Montrose hferself could not be 
more courteously waited upon ; she has four 
Highland maidens, and as many bare- 
legged gillies, to .wait upon her orders." . 
. " And what would you have, gentlemen?* 
said Allan, turning suddenly from the High- 
lander with whom he was in conversation ; 
" wouldyou yourselves have left an innocent 
female, the companion of your infancy^ to 
die by violence, or perish by famine ? There 
is not, by this tinQe,< a roof upon' the habi- 
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tBtion of my fathers — pur crops have been 
daetroyed^and our cattle have beendrtven*— 
and you, gentlemen, have to blessGod, that, 
coming from a milder and more civilized 
country, you expose only your own lives in 
t^i9 remorseless war^ without apprehension 
that your enemies will visit with their ven- 
geance the defenceless pledges you may 
have left behind you." . 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that 
they had the superiority in this respect; anft 
the company now dispersing, went each to 
bis several charge or occupation.. . 

Allan lingered a moment behindi; still 
questioning the reluctant Ranald MacEagb 
upon a, point in his supposed visions, by 
which he was greatly perplexed. ** Re-) 
peatedly," he said, " have I had the aght of 
a Gael, who . seemed to plupge his weapoa 
into the body of Menteitb, — of that young^ 
nobleman in the scarlet laced clo£^, whor 
has just now 1^ the bothy. But by no e^ 
fort» dioughi I baye gazed till my eyes were 
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srlrtidBt iixad in the seekets, can I discavM 
the (kce of this Highlander, or even com. 
jectare who he may bei although hi9 pef*^ 
son and air seem familiar to tne«^' 

«^ Have you reversed yonr own ^id V^ 
said Ranald; V according to the rtlle of fktt 
eitperienced Seers in such cased?" 

<• I have," answered Alkn, speaking low^ 
and shuddering as if with internal agoi^. 

*' And in what guise did^ the phantom 
then appear to you ?" said Ranald. 

<< With his plaid also reversed^" answered 
Allan, in the same low and convulsed tone. 

<« llien bf assured/' said Ranald, <^ that 
your own hand, and none other, will do the 
deed of which you have witneteedrtbe sha*: 
dow," 

'^ So has my anxious soul an hundred 
times surmised," replied Allan. *^ But it ^s 
impossible ! Were I to read the record in 
the eternal bode of fkte, I wtt^ukl declare it 
impos^tble^^we are bound by the ties of 
blood, and by an bundr^ ties more^ inti* 
mate— we have stood^side by side in battle, 

10 
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mA our swords have reeked with the blood 
etf'.tb^^ same enemies^^ifc is wrossiBLfi I 
iiiould harm hitt !'* 

<« That 700 WILL do so/' answered Ranald^ 
^^ is certaiOt thoogh the cause be hid in the 
daflrkaress of futurity. You say/' said hey 
luf^pressiag his own emotions with difficult 
ty^ *< that side by side you have pursued 
your prey like blood-hounds-^have you 
sever seen blood^hounda turn their fangs 
against each other^ and fight over the body 
of a throttled deer T' 

<' It is fiilsei" said M'Aulay, starting^ ap ; 
*< these ase n^t the forebodtngs^of fate^ but 
the temptation of socne evil spirit from the 
bottomless pit !** So sayings he strode out 
of the cabin. 

^ Thou hast it !'^ said the Son of the 
Mi8t» looking after him with an air of ex« 
ultation} " the barbed arrow is ta thy 
aide l^^Spirits of the slaughtered I rejoice ! 
soon s^ll your murderers' swor«h be dyed 
in eadi others' blood." 
< Oi^ l;be soececding morniog all wat pre- 
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pared, and Montrose advanced by rapid 
marches up thq ri^r Tay, and poured his de^ 
sultory forces into the ramantic vale around 
the lake of the same name., which lies at the. 
head of that river. The inhabitants were 
Can^pbells, not indeed the vassals of. Ar* 
gyle, but of the. allied .and kindred houseof 
GleQurchy, which now bears the name ,of 
Breadalbane. Being, taken by surprise, they 
were totally .unprepared for resistance, and 
were compelled to be the passive witnesses 
of the ravages which .took place among 
their flQcks an^ herds.. Advancing in. this 
planner tp the vale of Loch^Dpchart, and 
laying waste the country around him, Mcmi» 
(rose reached the most difficult point of his 
,enterprize, , ^ 

To a modern army, even with the asi»st- 
ance of the good military road which, now. 
lead$ up by Teiaedrum to the. head of Loch 
Awei the passage of these, extensive wildsr 
wpuld aeem a task of some difficulty. .Bat 
at this period, and , for long afterwai^dfl^ 
tfaef e WM no road or, path whatweiser ( «nd 
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to^ add to the difficulty, the mountains were 
already covered with snow. It was a su- 
bliine scene to look up to them, piled in 
great masses, one upon, another, the front 
rank of disiz'zling whiteness, while those 
which arose behind them caught a rosy tint 
from the setting of a clear wintry sun. • Ben 
Cruachan, superior in magnitude, and seem- 
ing the very citadel of the Genius of the 
Region, rose high above the others; shew-* 
ing his glimmering and scathed peak to the 
distance of many miles. 

The followers of Montrose were men 
not to be daunted by the sublime, yet ter- 
rible prospect before them. . Many of them- 
were of that, ancient race of Highlanders,* 
who not only willingly made their couch 
in the snow, but considered it as effeminate 
luxury to use a snow-ball for a pillow. 
Plunder and revenge lay beyond the frozen 
mountains which they beheld, and they did 
pot permit themselves to be daunted by the 
di^Sculty of traversing them. Montrose 
d^l liot allow their spirits time to subsidCt 



1^ 



SOfi TALES OF MY. L^KDLORJD* 

He ordered the pipes to pky in the van the 
eocient pibroch en\ided.**ScggalMum iiv"- 
&c. (that is, We come through drift to drive 
the prey)'» the shriUing souods^ of whicfai 
had often struck the valep of the Lenno^c 
with terror, ♦ The troops advanced with 
the nimble alacrity of mountaineers, and 
were soon involved in the dangerous pass^ 
through which Ranald acted as their guide, 
going before them with a select party, to- 
track out the way. ^ 

The power of man 9t xia time appears 
more contemptible than when it is placed 
in contrast with scenes of natural terror and 
dignity. The victorious army of Montrose, 
whose exploits had strucic terror into all 
Scotland^ when ascending up this terrlfia 
"pass^ seemed a contemptible handful of 
stragglers, in the act of being devoured by 
tlie.jaws of the mountain, which appeared 



* It is the family-march of the M'Farlanes, a wen 
like and predatory clan^ Who inhabited the #eBte)rh 
bftftkfl of JLG«il-Lom#0ii^ 
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ready ta close upon theoei^ Even Montrose 
half repented the boldness of his attempt, 
asr be looked down from the summit of tho 
fest eminence whidi he attained, upon the 
scattered condition of his small army* The 
difficulty of getttng* forward was: so great, 
that considerable^ gaps began to occur in 
the line of march, and the distance between 
the van» bentre, and resur, was each moment 
increased in a degree equally incommodious 
and . dangerous. It was with great appre* 
bension that Montrose looked upon every 
point of advantage which the hill afibrded, 
in dread it might be fouml occupied by an 
cMiemy prepared for defence ^ and he oftea 
afterwards was heard to express his convic«- 
tion, that haid the passes of Strath Fillan> 
been defended by two hundred resolate 
men, not only would his progress have 
been eftctually stopt, but his whole army 
must have been in danger of being totally 
cut off. Security, however, the bane of 
many a strong country^ and many a fort* 
ress, betrayed^ upon thi8"0cettsion^the dis^ 
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tiict of Argyle to his enemies. The invs-, 
, ders had only to contend with the natural 
difficulties of the path, and with the snow,*, 
which, fortunately, had not fallen in any 
great quantity. The army no sooper reach- 
ed the summit of the ridge of hills dividing- 
.Argyleshire from the district of Breadal- 
bane, than they rushed down upon the de- 
voted vales beneath thein with a fury suf-. 
ficiently expressive of the motives which* 
had dictated a movement so difficult and 
hazardous. 

Montrose divided his army into three bo- 
diesr in order to produce a wider and more 
extensive terror, one of which was com- 
manded by the Captain of Clan Ranald, 
one intrusted to the leading of Colkitto, and 
tiiie third remained under his own direction. 
He WIS thus enabled to penetrate the CQun-. 
try of Argyle at three different points. Re-, 
tistance there was none. The flight of the. 
shepherds from the hilll had first aonouu-. 
c^d this formidable irruptioQ, and where-, 
erer the clansmen were summoned jout» they 
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werekilled, disarmed, and dispersed, by an 
enemy who had anticipated their motions; 
Major Dalgetty, who had been sent for- 
ward against Inverara with the few horse 
of the army that were fit for service, mana- 
ged his matteri? so well, that he had very 
near surprised Argyle, as he expressed it, 
inter pocvluy and it was only a rapid flight 
by water that saved that chief from death 
or captivity. But the punishment which 
Argyle himself escaped fell heaVily upon 
his country and clan^ and the ravages com- 
mitted by Montrose on that devoted land, 
although too consistent with the genius of 
the country and times, have been repeat- 
edly quoted as a blot on his actions and 
character. 

Argyle in the meantime had fled to Edin- 
burgh, to lay his complaints before the Con- 
vention of Estates. To meet the exigence 
of the moment, a considerable army was 
raised under General Baillie, a Presbyte- 
rian officer of skill and fidelity, with whom 
was joined in command the celebrated 
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£^r John Urrie, a soldier oif fortuoe lik6 
Dalgetty, who had already changed sides 
twice during the Civil War, and was dts-^ 
tined to turn his coat a third time be- 
fore it was ended. Argyle also, burning 
with indignation, proceded to levy his owa 
numerous forces, in order to avenge him- 
self of his feudal enemy. He established 
his head-quarters at Dumbarton, where he 
W9S soon joined by a considerable force, 
consisting chiefly of bis own clansmen and 
dependants. Being there joined by BaiUie 
and Urrie, with a very considerable army 
of regular forces, he prepared to march in* 
to Argyleshire^ and chastise the invader of 
his paternal territories. 

But Montrose, while these two formi- 
dable armies were forming a junctioQi had 
been recalled from that ravaged country 
by the approach of a third, collected in 
the north under the Earl of Seafortb, who^ 
after seme hesitation, having embraced the 
»id6 of the Covenanters, bad now, with the 
assistance of the veteran garrison of Invtu 
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tiess, formed a Considerable artny^ with 
vhich he threatened Montrose from Inver- 
ness-shire* Inclosed in a wasted and un- 
friendly country, and menaced on each 
side by advancing enemies of superior force^ 
it might have been supposed that Mon-. 
trose's destruction was certain. But these 
were precisely the circumstances under 
which the active ind enterprising genius of 
the Great Marquis was calculated to excite 
the woader and admiration of friends, the 
astonishment add terror of his enemies. As 
if by magic, he collected his scattered forces 
from the wasteful occupation in which they 
had been engaged } and scarce were they 
again united,, ere Argyle and his associate 
generals were informed, that the royalists 
bad suddenly disappeared from Argyle- 
shire, and retreated northwards among the 
dusky and impenetrable mountains of £x>ch- 
aber. 

The sagacity of the generals opposed to 
Montfose, immediately conjectured, that it 
was thd purpose of their active atitagonist 
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to fight with, and, if ppssible, tp destroy 
Seaforth, ere they could come to his assist- 
ance. This occasioned a corr.espondipg 
change in their operations. Leaving this 
chieftain to make .the best defence he 
could, Urrie and Baillie . again, separate^ 
their forces from those of Argyle, aijd ha- 
ving chiefly horse and Lowland trQop*s un- 
der their command, they kept the south- 
ern side of the Grampian ridge, moying 
along eastward into the county of Angus^ 
resolving from thence to proceed . into 
Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept Mon- 
trose, if he should attempt to escape ip that 
direction. 

Argyle, with his own levips and other 
troops, undertook to follow Montrose's 
inarch ; so that in case he should cotne to 
action either with Seaforth, or with Baillie 
and tJrrie, he might be placed between two 
fires by this third army, which, at a se.cure 
distance, wa^ to hang upon his rear. 

For this purpose Argyle once .more mo- 
ved towards Inverara, having an opjportu- 
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nitjr^ at evef y step, to deplore the severities' 
which the hostile clans had exercised on 
his dependants and country. Whatever 
noble qualities the Highlanders possessed^ 
and they had many, clemency in treating 
a hostile country, was not of the number ; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops com- 
bined to swell the number of Argyle's fol- 
lowers. It is still a Highland proverb. He 
whose houseisburnt must become a soldier ; 
and hundreds of the inhabitants of these 
unfortunate valleys had now no means of 
maintenance, save by exercising upon 
others the severities they had themselves 
sustained, and no future prospect of hap-? 
piness, excepting in the gratification of re« 
venge. His bands were, therefore, .aug- 
mented by the very circumstances which 
had desolated his country, and Argyle 
soon found himself at the head of three 
thousand determined men, distinguished 
for activity and courage, and commanded 
by gentlemen of his own name, who yield'- 
ed to none in those qualities. Under him-; 
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ndf, he conferred the principal commtiid 
upoii Sir Dttocan Campbell of Ardenvohr, 
mm] another Sir Dtraean Campbell of Atich* 
enhrecky an experieaeed and veteran aoU 
dier, whooi he had recalled fnwi the waca 
of Ireland for this purpose. The cold t!^it 
of Arf^te himself i»owever, clqgged the 
miKtary conncils of hia more intrepid as. 
ai0tai>e9< and it was reiAlrdd, noturithrtaiid- 
ing fbeir tncreaaid force, to obsenre the 
aame pkm of opeiiattoas, aiid to follow 
Montrose cautiously, in whaterer direction 
be should March^ north-eastward, avoiding 
an engpgement until an opportunity shmiid 
oeoi^n* of failing upon the Marquis's rear, 
while he shoeld be engiigfid with another 
eaeiay in ironU 
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CHAPTER X. 

Piobradiet «a Donoil-dlni^ 
Piobndiet an DonuU, 

Feacht an Innerlochy. 

Hie wax^tune of DiHiald ibe Blaek, 
The war-tune of filack Donald, 
The pipes and the banner 

up in the ren&ztmts «f Iniveilocby* 



: Thb wilitaTy raad connecting^ tbe ebain 
of farts, as it isxaUed, dnd running in the 
general line of tbe present Odedonian <»* 
nal, has now completely opened the great 
glen^ or chasm, extending almost across 
the whole island^ onoe doabtless filled by 
the sea, and still atfnrding basins jfbr that 
hMg line of lakes, by means of which mo . 
4em act has united the German and At* 
lanlaQ Onans^ The paiths or tracts by 
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which the natives traversed this extensive 
yalieyy were, in l645'-6, in the same situa- 
tion as ^hen they awaked the strain of an 
Irish engineer officer, who had hte^ em- 
ployed in conv^tjng them into practicable 
military roads, and whose poem begms, 
and, for aught I kQOW, ends, as fbUpws : 



" Had you but seen these roads b^re ibe j 

made. 
You would, have held up your hands and blessed 

General Wade." 

• • • 

But, bad as the ordinary paths were, Moft« 
trose avoided them, and led his aiiny, 
like a herd of wild deer, < from araantifci 
to mountain, and from forest to.^fiireit, 
where his enemies could learn noticing of 
his motions, while he acquired liie most 
perfect knowledge respecting tbdci ^m 
the friendly clans of Cameron and MfBon- 
nell, whose mountainous districts be lunr 
traversed. Strkt orders had \xbxl givw 
that Argyle's advance should bejMxtebedi 
and that all intelligmce respecting bii.BO- 

■■%■ 
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tinns should be communicated instantly to 

♦he General ilimseif^ 

' 'It was a moonlight flight, ^nd-Motitrose^ 

worn out by the fatigues of the day, was 

Ijfid down to sleep idb miserable shieling. 

He had only slumbered two hours, when 

Mme one touched* his shoulder. He look* 

ed up, and, 'by the stately form and deep 

voice, --easily recognised the Chief of the 
Gamerons. 

•* I have news for you^" said tiiat leader, 
*< wliich it is worth while to arise und tisten 
tsxT 

'* <• M^Ilduy can bring no other>^ 3aid 
Montrose, addreasiDg the Chief by his pa- 
troiiyfoic tide-^-*' are they good or bad ?** 

«* As you inay take them," said the 
Chieftain. 
^ •* Arc fhey certain ?• 

**¥cs,'* answered M*Ilduy> •♦ ot anotter 
'flussengershould have brought them« Know 
tiiat» tired with the task imposed npon me 
of accompanying Jhat unhappy Dalgettgr 

VOL. rv. K 



L 



^-MdSaiB^^HHaiHHaMli^^i^MMMiA 



AN 



91B TALES OW UY Li^NBLORm 

and his handful of horse, who defined nte 
for hours on the march at the pace of $ 
prippled b9dger, I made a stretch of fpur 
miles with six of my people in the direc- 
tion of Inverlpchy, and there met with laii 
of Grienroyj who hsiA been out for iiitell^ 
gehce. Argyle is moving upon Ioyisc^ 
locby with three thousand chosen men^ 
cornmanded by the Slower of the sons, of 
Diarmid. — These are my news-^they art 
certnin-^^i't is for you to constrsre their 
purport." ' ■'* 

*« Their purport must be good," ansWeis^ 
kd Montrose, readily and cheerfully ;' <^tfae 
voit3e of M*llduy is ever pleasant in thfe 
ears of Montrose, and most pleasant when 
it speaks of some brave enterprise Bt hfand 
— What are our musters ?" 

He then called for light, and easily as- 
certained, that a great part of his followers 
having, as usual, dispersed to seenre^thetf 
booty, he Iwd not with him ^ove twelve 
or fourteen hundred mem 
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. ♦* Not much ftbave a third," said Moa* 
tro^?, pausing, ** of Argyle's force, and 
Higblamilers opposed to Highlanders.— 
With the blessing of God upon the royal 
(:au8e^ I would not hesitate were the odds 
^ut one to two.'' 

: *^ Thej?i do not hesitate," sajid Cameron y 
f< for, when your trumpets shall sound to 
s^tack M^CaUum More, not a man of those 
glens will remain deaf to the summops* 
Glengary — Keppoch—-! my sel&^would de- 
i|troy, with fire and sword, the wretch who 
should remain behind under any. pjcetence 
whatsoever. To*morrow, or the next day| 
shall' be a day of battle to all who bear the 
louaiyi^ pf M^Ponnell or Cameron, whatever 
^e4;h^.ey^/' 

«* It is gallantly said, my poble friend/* 
said Montrose, grasping his hand, ** and I 
were worse . tl^an a coward did I iiot; do 
jl^tice to such followers, by ^entertaining 
tk^ inpst indubitable hopes of success. Wo 
will turn back on this M'Callum Merjs, who 
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follows US like a raven to devour the relief 
of our army, should we meet braver men 
who may be able to breik its strength! 
Let the Chiefs and leaders be called togc- 
t^her as quickly as possible ; and you, who 
have brought us the first news of this joy- 
flil event, — for such it shall be, — you sluitl 
bring it to a joyful issue, by guiding us the 
best and nearest road againsft our enemy.** 

" That will I wHlingly do," said M^Il- 
duy ; •* ifl have shewn you paths by which 
to retreat through these dusky wflds, with 
far more' readiness will I teach you how to 
aflvance against your enemy?' 

A general bustle now prevailed, and the 
leaders were everywhere startled from the 
rude couches on which they had soug^ 
temporary repose. 

♦« 1 never thought,** said Major Dalget- 
ty, when summoned up from a handful 
of rugged heather roots, •* to have parted 
from a bed as hard as a stable broom witSi 
such bad will ; but indubitably, having but 
on« man of military experience m his army^i 



3 



A' I;£GfiM D OF MON I AOS& SSl 

Itis Excellenoy tbe Marquis may be vimli- 
(Gated in putting him upon hard duty.'* '' 
So saying, he. repaired to. the council, 
where,, not withstanding his pedantry, Mon* 
trose seemed always to listen to him with 
considerable attention ;.. partly because tbe 
Major really possessed inilitary knowledge 
'and experience, and often made suggestions 
which were found of advantage, and partly 
because it relieved the general from the 
necessity of deferring entirely to the opi- 
nion of the Highland Chiefs, and gavehim 
additional ground for disputing it when.it 
was not agreeable to his own. On the pre- 
tent occasion, Dalgetty jp}'fully acquiesced 
in the proposal of marching back and. con- 
fronting Argyle,. which he compared to' the 
valiant resolution of tlie great Gustavus, 
who moved against the Duke of Bavaria, 
^'and enriched his troops by the. plundec of 

that rich country, although menaced from 

if* y 

the northward by the large army which 
Wallenstein had assembled in Boliemia* 
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The Chiefs of Glengary, Keppoch, and 
Lochiel, whose clans, equal in coufage and 
military fame to any in the Highlands, Idy 
within the neighbourhood of the scene df 
action, dispatched the fiery cross through 
their vassals, to summon every one who 
could bear arms to meet the King's Lieu- 
tenanti and to join the standards of their 
respective chiefs as they marched towards 
Inverlochy. As the order was emphatt- 
' cally given, it was speedily arid willitigly 
Obeyed, Their natural love of war, their 
zeal for the royal cause,^-^for they viewed 
the King in the light of a chief whom hfs 
clansmen had deserted, — ^as well as theit 
implicit obedience to their own patriarchs, 
drew in to Montrose's army not only all 
in the neighbourhood who were able tt) 
'bear arms, but some who, in age at least, 
might have been esteemed past the use of 
them. During tfie next day's march, whidh, 
'being directed straight through the moun- 
tains of Lochaber, was unsuspected by the 
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6aemy, his forces were augmented by hi^nd* 
firilsof men issuing from each glen, and rai^ 
ging themselves under the banners of their 
l^espective Chiefs. Tliis was ft circumstance 
highly inspiriting to the rest of the army^ 
whO| by the time they approached the enti- 
my, found their strength increased consii' 
derably more than bne-fourth| as had been 
prophesied by the vis^liailt iMder of the 
Camerbns. 

While Motitroiie executed this counter*- 
march, Argyle had, at the head of his gak 
lant army, advanted tkp the soukfiism side 
(df LochTEil, and reached the river Lodiy, 
\7hich combines that lake with Loch-Lochy. 
The ancient Castle of Inverlochy, once, o^ 
it is said, a royal fortress, and stilly akhougH 
dismantled, a place of som6 strei^gth and 
consideration, offered convenient head- 
quarters, and there was ample room fbr 
Argyle*s army to encamp around him in 
the valley, where the Lochy joins Loch- 
Eil. Several barges had attended, loaded 
wi^h proviiiidns, so that they were in every 
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respect as w^l aceomiiiodaled as sudi a^ 
army wished or expeeted to be. The Mar* 
quis, ia eounoil with Aucbenbreck and 
ArdenviAr^ expressed his. futt confideiice 
that Montrose waS'.now.oti the l»riiik of de*- 
strtiction ; that his troops* must graduatijf 
diminii^ as he moved eastward through 
such uBCOUth' paths y that if he went east:- 
wardt he must eiicounter Urrie and BaU* 
lie ; if northward, fall into the handa of 
Seaforth ^ or should be chuse any haltic^' 
place, he would exppsq himaelf to be at- 
tacked by three armies at once* r 

^< I cannot r^oice in the prospect, m|r 
liMrd^** ' said Auchenbreck, ** that ^ James 
Graham wUl be crushed with little asn^ 
ance c^our^. He has left a heayy«u^Gonnt 
in Argyleshire against, him, and I long to 
reckon with him drop of blood for drop . of ^ 
blood. I love not thC: payment of such 
debts by third hands*'' 

" You are too scrupulous,^ said Argyle ; ' 
*^'what signifies by whose hands the blood 
of the Gi::aliams is.spUt?,— It is time that of 
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l^rKWM^DiMmid &]h>uM ceaae torflov. 

.' •" X wy, my Iwd," replied Sir Duncan, 

ff (bat I tbifJc.AttcheQhc&ck will be grsiti- 
l9(i> i|i)d ,^1 hiiofl^lf: have a personal op* 
l^bioit^ qC, 9«tUibg >aecaunt8 wi^h Hon- 
|rp90 fyr hi» depr^dationa. « Repqrt^ have 
TflfM^od pur outpQat3t t\fi2Li th# Cameroos are 
al9eQil)liiig on the.skirto of Ben<>Ne¥is ; this^ 
tm^ hf^ to jpixk the advance of Montrose, 
a^ not to coiner hia retreat? 

;<< It must be some scbenae ol^ hawMig 
and depredation," sa^d Argyle, ** devised 
fagr< ;tl|9 inveterate malignity of M'llduy, 
\)([fai0h he terms loyalty. They can intend 
n^ joore than an attack on our outposts, 
or A9ne annoyaiice to, to-morrow's marcb.1' 

^* I bav^e s^it out scouts,'f said Sir Du nr 
em* ' *^ in every direction, to procure intek 
Ugenee ; and we must soon hear whether 
they really do assemble any force, upon. 
.whAt .pokt^ or with what purpose^" 

..Jt< 1IW late ere any tidings were. rec€9»- 
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fed i btft When the ttiiHiti had wiKn^ k 
considerable l^islte fta tlie tllKin|>, And a 
aioise immediately after heaitl in the ^aStle, 
announced the ^otival Of impotteint ifiWlH- 
gence. Of the scbuts first dispiers^d by Afu 
denVohr, ioint hm ^etii^etl Without he^fg 
able to ootlebt ahylhing, MVe tinc6rtlftfii ry. 
mours c6&cerhii^g movetnents In the kfAOU 
try of the Cadaeroiifi. It se^Mdd ^ if thfe 
Skirts of Bett-Nevis #fere sfeftdifag fond tliM% 
unaccountable and pbH^iitotis sdaMs witb 
which they som^itneB antatmneii Ihb trear 
arrival of a istorM. Others, trhbse d^al (&tu^ 
lied th«m firther updli th«ir liiiMiofi^ W«ffe 
entrapped and slain^ or made )^idOfa«lll| bjr 
the ibhabrtailtl^ ^fiite fiislneil^ idtb iMiilih 
they ehdeavoured to peneti^e. At Ittft^lK^ 
Dn the rapid advance of Mofitrb^e'^ iu'flay, 
his advanced guatd ftnd the crutpttsM df 
Argylc became awai* of each dther^ pihe- 
tsehce, and After exchahgihg a ftw Musket- 
shots and arrot^Si Ifell bade to th^ resped- 
idve m&in bodies, to convey int^Hgihce 
and receive orders; 8 
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Sir Dilncan Gampbellt and Aucheinbreok» 
inMantly threw themselvea on hof 8eback> 
in oidet to v»t the irtate of the outposto { 
Mid the Mwquis of Argyie maintained his 
character of commander, in^hief with re« 
putati^n; by making a respectable arrange* 
t09Bit ^ his forces in the pbni» as it was 
(svid^nt tl»t they might now expect a night 
tJartn, or an attack in the morning, at far- 
ihwt Montrose had kept his forces so 
ealitioiisly within tte defiito of the tnoun* 
tMj that no eflbrt which Au^henforeck tir 
iAtthmviDhr thought it prudent to txttm^^ 
i^bttld ascertain his pnDbable stren^k. 
<Tbey wen awane, howet^r, that> at the li^ 
most computation, it must be infierior td 
theif own» and they returtied to Atg^k to 
inform him of the amount of their obsenriau 
tJons} but that nobleman r(kfuded to be- 
iieve that Montrosre conld be in prcBi&nce 
himstlfv He wid^ «< It wi» a madtress, of 
* which evta James Graham, in his height of 
{presumptuous phrensy, was ifrcapable^ atid 
he doubted not that their march was only 
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imiieded by their ancieat enetmes» Qlencoy] 
Keppoek, and Grlengary.; and perhaps M^ 
Vottrigh, with his M'Phersoas, might have 
assembled a foree, which he knew must- be 
greatly inferior in numbers to hts own^ aod 
whom, therefore, he .doubted not^ to disi 
perse l^ force> or by terau of ci^ituhitieBw* 
^ The spirit of Argyle's followers wis h%h) 
breathiirg vengeance foe- the disasters wUok 
their country had^so lately undergone ; and 
the n%fat passed in anxious hopes that* the 
morning might dawn upon theirtvengeaneev 
The ootposta of either army kept a cari^ 
watch,^ and the soldiers of Argyle sltfpt in 
the order of battle which they were neact to « 
occupy. 

A pale dawn had scarce begun to tinge 
the tops of these immense mountains, when 
the leaders of both armies prepared for the 
buaness of the day*. It was the second 4f 
February, 164&-6. The clansmen of Argyte 
were arranged in two lines, not far fsOm 
the angle between the river and the lake» 



lAid^ made an a^^pearance equally resolute 
and ^foiidable* Auchenbreck would wiL 
liqgly have caromeuced the battle by a^i 
al^ek pn the ou imposts of the enemy, but 
Armlet with more captious policy, pre&rr 
red receiving to^making the onset. Signal^ 
werA S9Pn heard, that they would not long 
wait for it in vain. The Campbells could 
distiuguisbi in the gorge of the mountains, 
.thft war-tunes of varioua clans as they ad- 
vaiieed. to the onset That of the Cam^ 
ronsy which. bears the ominous, words, ad,- 
dm^aed? to. the wolves and ravens, *' Come 
to ine> .and I will give you fle^h," was laudf 
ly i^-echoed from their native glens. In the 
language of the Highland bards, the n^ 
voiee of Glengary was not silent ; and the 
gathei^qg tunes o£ other tribes could be 
pliuyily distinguished, as they successively 
came up to the extremity of the passea 
from wiiich they were to descend into the 

^ You see,!' said Argyle to. his kinsmen^ 
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<^ it is as I said, we have only to ilettl> widi 
our i^eighbours; JiMes 6rttliat» has ^Bi(Kt 
^entiired to 8lie# as his bamiferi*' 

At thlis moMent Iber^ i-edoaM^dfioWtfaft 
gorge of the pass a llvdy flourish 6f IrkUo^^ 
^t!^, in that note with whodh it ivM i^ ^^ 
dent Seota^ tnOlAoh t6 salute i:b» loyit 
^taudaird* ' 

«« You ^«t3r fa«#, fifty l^dv ^W isiipM^'' 
Biad 9i^ DuA^au G^M^ibbH; ^ tHiitt hi» WbA 
]^TeteAds to be the ISLing's LiMtfeilan^ mm 
1M^ in person amoi^ these meu..'^ 

M Attd h^s probably h6riei With him,"^ 
wA AUfchehbreck/ ^ wbieh I ebUli iMk 
liaVe aatSclpated. Btft s)^ wie Ibi^ {^4 
l^r that, my kM^ wh^H We hav& fm 16, 
%hty and whM^ id revenge ?'' 

Argyte Was silent, and loafed U{Kia hfe 
arM^ whith huttg lA a sash^ ^#ing t6 a fkll 
^^ich h« faAd suat&iil^d in a ptectedfig^ 

** It is true,** interrupted ArdeufV^dh*, 
eagerly j « «iy Lord of Argyle$ you are dis- 
abled from using either sword or pistol ; 
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you ismt retina on board the gaileys^yDttt 
MSe hk presioas ta us as a heM*^yoiir haAd 
cannot be useliil td Us as a siddier." 

*« No," satd Argyle, pridB t^oatendin^ 
with irresdtttion» ** it shall never be said 
^iiat I flsd beifbre Montrose i if I leanndt 
fight, I will at least die in thfe midst of my 
children." 

Several other pritaeipal ehiefs of the 

Campbells, with one v^ice^ cbnjured and 

-obtested their ehiefltain to leave theta ftr 

that day to the leading of Arctenvtobr and 

Auchentao^k^ and to bdhdld thje conflict 

from a distance and in sa^y.^^We daie 

not stigmatize Argyle with poltrocmery 

A^foft though his 1^ wai; marked by no 

action of bravery, yei be behaved with so 

tboch composure and dignity in tfa^e final 

and cliMing scene, that hi!9i conduct upon 

•tiie present and similar occasiOm^ should bb 

^ther imjMlted %6 indecision than t0 walit 

Of courage. iBut when the small still voice 

withiA a maii'd own breast, which telte hito. 
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that bis life is of coosequehcdta biadpe)!*^ 1%' 
seeonded by tbat of numbers arau^d Y4^ 
who assure him that at is of equal ^ad vauts^; 
to the publie, hktory affords ma^yr exam- 
ples of men more habttually darii^ .than^ 
Argyle, who, have cousultejd self ptreseKKfi;** 
tion when the temptations to itweirejK^ 
powerfully increased. ; , 

<< See him on board, if you will; Sir I>un- 
can,*" said Auchenbreck to his kinsman^ .A^;]l 
nmst prevent this spirit from spreading fair 
ther zmong us." 

So saying, he threw himself amc^gu^^ 
ranks* entreating, conunandifig^itnd coii^ 
ring the soldiers* to remember their ancia^^ 
fame and their present superiority ; th^. 
wrongs they had to revenge, if successf^ili 
and the fate they had to dre^d* if van/HHS^r? 
ed ; and imparting to every bosom a pofir - 
tion of the fire which glawed<in his owtt*. 
Slowly, mesmwhile, and appiarently with jri^ 
luctance, Aigyle sufiered himself tOv be 
forced by^ his, officious kinsmen to tlie « 
verge of the lake, and was transported oa ,, 
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hdard of a galley, froni the deck of which 
hd surreyed with, more safety than credit 
the scene which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr,. not- 
withstanding the. urgency of the occasion, 
stood with his eyes rivetted on tha boat 
which bore his chieftain from the field of 
battle* There w-exe feelinga. in. his bosom 
which could not be expressed ;.for the cha- 
racter of a chief was that of a father, and 
the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upon his failings with critical severity as 
qp<!m those of other men. Argyle^ too, 
I][arsh and severe to others, was generous 
and liberal among his kinsmen, and the 
xieble heart of Ardenyohr was wrung with 
bitter anguisH, when he reflected to what 
interpretation his present conduct miglit 
sub^t him. 

«• It is better it should be so*** said he to 
himself, devouring his own emotion ; " but 
•of his line of a hundred sires, I know 
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not one who would have retired while the 
banner of Diarmid waved in the wind !!* 
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A loud shout now compelled him to turn^ 
and to hasten with all dispatch to his post, 
which was on the right flank of Axgyie'i 
little army. 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed 
unobserved by his watchfbl enemy, who, 
occupying the superior ground, could mark 
every circumstance which passed below. 
The movement of three or four horsemen 
to the rear shewed that those whd. retreat^ 
ed were rtien of rank. 

" They are going,'* said Dalgetty, *« td 
pui their horses out of danger, like ptudent 
cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell, riding a brown bay gelding, which t 
had marked for my own second charger.** 

** You are wrong, Major,'* said Mon- 
trose, with a bitter smile, ** they are saving 
their precious chief. — Give the signal for 
assault instantly — send the word through 
the ranks. — Gentlemen, noble Chiefs, Glen- 
gary, Keppoch, M*Vourigh, upon them in- 
stantly !-— Rideto M'llduy, Major Dalgetty, 
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and tell him to charge, as he loves Locha- 
^ ber-^return and bring our handful of horse 
to my standard* They shall be placed with 
the Irish as a reserve " 
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CHAPTER XL 



At meets a rock k thotuaiul wavei/ to InkfiiU met Lork- 



The trumpets and bag-pipe?^, tbose cla- 
morous harbingers of blood and deaths at 

• » 

once united in the signal for onset, which^ 
was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the 
mountain glens behind them. Divided into 
three bodies, or columi^Sy the Highland, 
followers of Montrose poured from the dc- 
files which had hitherto concealed • them 

from their enemies, and rushed with tEe 

. ■•■- 

utmost determination upon the Campbells, 
who waited their charge with the greatest 
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Urmness. Bdiind these oharging columns 
marched in line the Irish , under ColkittQ» 
intended to form the resetve. With tliem 
was the royal standaid, and Montrose hinv- 
self; and' on the ianks were about fifty 
harse, under Dalgetty, which by wonder* 
ful exertions had been kept in some sort 
fit for service* . 

The right column of royalists was led 
fay^Glengiry, .the lefVby Lochiel, and the 
beMtre by the Earl of Menteith, who pre^ 
ferred fighting on foot in a Highland dress 
to remaining with tliercayalry. 
- The Highlanders poured on with the 
proverbial fury of their country, firing 
their guns, and discharging their arrows, 
at a little distance from the enemy, who 
received the assault with the most deter* 
mined gallantry. Better provided with 
musqnetey than their enemies^ stationary 
also, and therefore taking the inore deci- 
sive aim, the fire of Argyle's followers was 
more destructive than that which they su»» 
tained. The clans, perceiving this, rushed 
^o close guarterst and succeeded on tw^ 
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points in jtbrowiDg tiieir oi^^tpd&s pitoidis:* 
order. Wkh regular troops. this itiu^tl^i^ve 
achieved a victory; but l^re Higblaodei*^ 
were opposed to Highlandecsi iui4 the xia* 
ture of the weapOBSy aa weU as the dgiiit; 
of those who wielded theiiiy was oqi^l :W 
both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly 'deq^ei?^ ) 
ac^ the das^ mf the swards a£id axes, as 

» 

ihey encountered i^ch other, or rung upoQ 
the targets, was mingled with the short, 
wild, animating shrieks with which Htgbf 
landers accompany violent exertion of any 
kind. Many of the fpes opposed were per- 
sonally acquainted, and sought .to mMd$h 
themselves with each other from motives 
of hatred, or a more generous j^mulation 
of valour. Neither party would retreat 
an inch, while the place of those who 
h\l (and they fell fast on both sictes) was 
eagerly supplied by others, who thconged 
to the front of danger. A steam, lifan 
that which arises from a seething caldr<»i# 
rose into the thin, <!old, frosty air, and ba^ 
vered above the combatants. 
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- Bo stood tte fight on the right and the 
centre, with no immediate consequencoi 
except matal wounds and death. 

On the right of the Campbells, the 
Knight of Avdenvohr obtained some ad* 
vmtage, tbpough his military skill and by 
strength of numbers. He had moved for* 
ward obliquely the extreme flank of his line 
at the instant the Royalists were about to 
close, so that ihey sustained a fire at once oit 
front aiid in flank, and, deepite the utmost 
efibrts of their leader, were thrown hate 
SMtie confuflicHi. At this instant, Sir Dun. 
6an Camrpbell gave the word to charge, and 
tbas unexpeptedly made the attack at the 
very moment he seemed about to receive 
it. Such a diange of circumstances is al- 
w^s discowaging, and often fatal. But 
tiie dirorder was remedied by the advance 
•f the Irish reserve, whose heavy and sus- 
tained fire compelled the Knight of Ar^ 
dmvohr to forego his advantage, and con- 
tent himself with repulsiifig his enemy. The 
Marquis in the meanwhile, availing himseK* 
of some scattered birch trees, as well as of 
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the smoke produced by the ddfiefir^of 4lie 
IdsJti muM)uetry» Wfaicbcoaaealedthitope* 
ration, callsd upon Dalgetty to follow him. 
with the lMffae« aod wheeling nxuid aa as 
to g^iii tbe r^ht flank andLOven Ae rear^ 
the enemyt he^stmnianded hia wl tnimpels 
te sound the charge. The cfamg of the ca« 
yalry trumpelB» and the noke of the gallop* 
ing of the h(»rae, producod an cffsct upon 
Argyle's right wing which no other aooois 
eould have impressed them with.: The 
mountaineers of 4hat period had a mper- 
stitious dread of the war-hotse, like tiMt 
entertained by the Peruvians^ amd bad 
many strange ideas respecting tbe maoaw 
m wbtQb that aniinal was trained to comAmlU 
When» therefore, lii^ found their rasks 
unexpectedly brok^i^.and tluub the objecta 
ef thieir greatest terror were sudteily m 
tbe midst of them» >t^e paoic^ in q>iLe of 
Sir Di^ncan's attempts to stop it, beeaoM 
voiversal. Indeed, the figase of Mi^ 
Dalgetty alone, sheathed in imptaatrablt 
armour, and makiog his horse caraeoloand 
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UMn4 to M to giv^ weight to every bldw 
v^eh hesbrttck, would hoveiioen a nov^ol- 
ty m itaoli suiBcieiit to terrify thoee who 
had ttever seen anything more nearly re- 
aeabling such a cavi^iert than a shelfy vad^ 
cHing under a Highlander far bigger thaa 
ilidf^ . Tjbe apepulnd Royaliats returned to 
(jbe c^wg^ i the irisli, keeping their rankt^ 
9aiiitauied » fire equally dose a^d des(ruc« 
^ive* There waa no Mi&taming the ^ght 
iofigefu Argyie*« foUN^wei^ began to break 
and Ayt waet towarda tbe lake, the iwnain- 
^to m fUfieMAt dii^ections. The 'defeat of 
jllie rigbt wing, of iteelf deeioivet was reo* 
dpMd' irreparable by the death. of Anchen« 
iHOckf who feU whiie endearouring to le- 
it09e<M4er« 

r Tbo Knight of Ar^nv4>br^ with two or 
three hundred men, all ^ntlemen of d» 
Ment and diatiqginshed 'gallaatryj endea^ 
vmrad) with nnavailii^ heroisai, to cover 
tlM«tii.mttltuary..ce)treat of the common iflle. 
Hieic rerohitfon only ftfoved&tal tatfaeiKii 

* 

^H)L* IV. I. 
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selves, as they were charged again arid 
again by fresh adversaries, and forced se- 
parate from each other, until at length their 
tiim seemed only to be to purchase an ho- 
nourable death by resisting to the very 
last. 

• " Good quarter, Sir Duncan," called out 
Major Dalgetty, when he discovered his 
late host, with one of two others, defend-* 
ing himself against several Highlanders; 
and, to enforce his offer, he rode up to him 
with his sword uplifted. Sir Duncan's re- 
ply was the discharge of a reserved pistol, 
which took effect not on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horse, 
which, -shot through the heart, fell dead 
under him. Ranald MacEagh, who was 
one of those who had been pressihg Sit 
Duncan hard, took the opportunity to cti^ 
him down with his broad- sword, as he turn- 
ed from him in the* act of firing the pistol. 
Allan M^Aolay came up at this moment 
They were, excepting Ranald, followers of 
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his brother who were engaged on that part 
of the field. <• Villains !" he said, " which 

of you has dared to do this, when it was my 

» 

positive order that the Knight of Arden* 
vohr should be taken alive ?'' 

Haifa-dozen pf busy hands, which were 
emulously employjed in plundering the fall- 
en Knight, whose arms and accoutrements 
were of a magnificenee befitting, his quality, 
instantly forebore the occupation, and half 
the number of voices exculpated them- 
selves, by laying the blame on the Skye- 
mkn, as they called Ranald MacEagh. 
. ** Dog of an Islander !" said Allan, for* 
getting, in his wrath, their prophetic bro* 
jtberhood, <* follow the chace, and harm 
him no farther, unless you mean to difi by 
my band/* Tbey were at this moment left 
j^bnost alone i for Allan's threats had forced 
his own clan from the spot, and all around 
bad pressed onwards towards the lake, car- 
xyi&g before them noise, terror, and confu- 
aioB, and leaving behind only the dead and 
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djriBg. The moment was tempting to M ac« 
Eagh^s vengeful spirit. — *^That I sIhMiM 
die by your band, red as it is with the blood 
of my kindred," said he, answering the 
threat of Allan in a tone as menacing as 
his own, '< is not more £kely than that you 
should fall by mine." With tiiat, he stmek 
at M'Aulay with such unexp^ected rtedi- 
ness, that he had scarce time to intercept 
the blow with his target. 

<^ Villain V* said Allan, in astonishmewt, 
** what means this ?" 

<< I am Ranald of the Bfist,^ ans^ened die 
Islesman^ repeating tlie blow j apd, witktltat 
word, they engaged in dose JEind fimoM 
conflict. It seebed to be decreed, dutin 
Allan M'Aulay bad arisen the avenger of 
his mother's wrangs upon tlvis vHtd tatbct^ 
as was proved by the issue «f the premitr 
as well as of former cdtmbats. After a[* 
changing a few blows, Ranald MadSaghMtf: 
prostrated by a deep wound aa the sfc«|l> 
and M^ Aulay, setting fak foot/en Mm, 
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^i^((Mt t^ p^ea the bcoad^sword through hifi 
body, when the poiot of the weapon was 
#|f uck up by n third party, who suddeDly 
iinterpos^d. This was no other than M^or 
XXilgettyf wbo» stunned by Uie fall, and en- 
iDumbered by the dead body of his hor^^ 
h^A jDQW recovered hi$ legs and his under- 
standing. ^* Hold up your sword,'' said he 
to M'Aulay, ^ and prejudice this person 
a(6i. farther, in respect that he is here in my 
^e conduct, and in his Excellency's set^ 
Vice i and in regard that no honourable 
eavalfer iis at liberty, by the law martial, to 
ave^e his own private injudes, flagrmUa 

H Fool !" said Allan, *^ steind aside, and 
dare not to «)«ie between tbe tiger and bis 
prey/ 

But, far ihutt quitting his poinl;, Dalgetty 
atepiacrosa the faUen body of MacEagh ,and 
gave Allan to understand^ that if he calU 
«d htmsrif a tiger, he was likely, at pre* 
aent, to find a lion in his path* There re- 
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quired no more than the gesture and tone 
of defiance to turn the whole rage of the 
military Seer against the person whq was. 
opposing the coarse of his vengeance, and 
blows were instantly exchanged without 
farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan and MacEaghhad 
been unnoticed by the stragglers around, 
for the person of the latter was known to 
few of Montrose's followers j but the scuffle 
betwixt Dalgetty and him, both so well 
known, attracted instant attention ; and 
fortunately, among others,. that of Montrose 
himself, who had come for the purpose of 
gathering together his small body of horse,, 
and following the pursuit down Loch-EiL 
Aware of the fatal consequences of dissen- 
sion in his little army, he pushed his horse 
up to the spot, and seeing MacEagh on the 
ground, and Dalgetty in the attitude of 
protecting him against M^Aulay, his quick 
apprehension instantly caught the cause: 
c^ quarrel, and as instantly devised means 
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to Stop it. «• For shame," he said, ** gentle- 
men cavaliers, brawling together in so glo- 
rious a field of victory ! — Are you mad ? Or 
are you intoxicated with the glory which 

■ 

you have both this day gained ?'* 

" It is not my fault, so please your Ex- 
cellency," said Dalgetty. '•I have been 
known a bantt^ socius, a ban camarado^ in 
all the services of Europe j but he that 
touches a man under my safeguard" 
, <* And he," said Allan, speaking at the 
same time, *' who dares to bar the course 

of my just vengeance" 

^< For shame, gentlemen," again repeat- 
ed Montrose } " I have other business for 
you both, — business of deeper import- 
tmce than any private quarrel, which you 
may easily find a more fitting time to settle. 
Far you. Major Dalgetty, kneel down." 

«* Kneel !" said Dalgetty j " I have not 
learned to obey that word of command, 
living when it is given from the pulpit. In 
.the Swedish disdpjdnie, the front- tank do 
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indeed kneel, but on)y when ^le n^mifp4 

is dwmi a p. six file deep." . . 

«< Nevefth^leM,'' repeated Montroae>«^ 

^ kneel down, in the name of ^ag Ckariee 

and of his representative/' 
When Palfzetty reluctantly obeyed^ HoQ^ 

trose struck him slightly on the nepk with 
the flat of his sword, sayiiig,-~^« la re«ai4 
c^ the gallant servke-of this day^ and in/tbe 
name and authority of our sovere^n. King 
Charles, I dubthee knight $ be brave, loya^ 
and fortunate. And now. Sir Dogald DaU 
getty, to your dttty. Coll^pt what horse^ 
mt'n yon cant ^od pursue such of the enew 
my as ave flying down the side of the Lake» 
Do not cU^erse your force, nor venture 
too far ; but take heed tp provont thfir 
raJlytngi which very little exertioii may.dcu 
Mount theny Sir. Dugald, «Dd do ymft 
duty*** . . , 

^^ But what shall I nttmnt f^ aaid the oan^ 
made ohevalieiw *< Foot Ckii^liwfiis llMfft 
m the bed wf hcnotti^Jike I0i ioiBiottil 
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Munesnie \ zsnd I am Aiade almighti i ri- 
der, utbe High Dntdi have it, juiit nrheii 
I HavetKot ahorse hift: to ride upoo^^ 
4 «. «ji^ ^^1 Q^ ]^ ,^ » ansvreied Ubb. 

troier dimimntiKig ; ^ I malBe you a pre-* 
cent of ny own, which hat been thought a- 
good due ; only praj you^ tesuaie the duty 
you discharge lo welh" 

With many acknowkdgmeiil% Sir Du- 
gaid mtatBted the stedd so liberally ha* 
ston^ed t^Nm hhn^j asid'Oidy bMeeehiag bi$ 
Buodleney to remeisber thai MaeEi^b way 
untied Ut safh-aoodfict, idimedtatdy be|^tt^ 
to exeeute the ordeia aAsigoed to hisi, with^ 
great sceal and alaerky. 

M And yen, Allan M' AoUyi" sakk Mmr 
IMMV addresaiog tba Hii^laoder, wh%: 
keifiii^. iia swwd^paint on ih« gnuiodr 
HtkA regained the eereoumy oi his ant^o-* 
niat'i kngbthood with a sneer of suUea 
8i9of)i,M>t ywn, wbo< are sopeijor lo the or«* 
ibftasy men' led by tto pst^O^ motives of 

Lt. 



— ^}rou, ivhosetdeep kiioivledgGFendemi]ii9dt 
9o vahiaUe a couQBellor, — ^is it ym wbDOBn^ 
find striving with, a man likeDalgettyr fins 
the privilege of tramplii^ the remadn:s of 
life out of so coalemptible 2n jemmy mhim 
there ? Coaler nay friend, I have otfaeR 
work for you. This yictory» skiifidLy iflF. 
proved, will win Seaforth to our party, .. It 
is not disloyalty, but despair, of tlie .good 
cause, thsd: has indueed him lo^tako atiam 
againfift us. These arms, in this momonl a§ 
better augury, be may be brought to imitff 
with ours. I send my gallant friend^ €!^o<ir 
nel Hay, to him, ftom this very Md ^ 
battle, but he must be onftediaedmnm^ 
sion with a Highland gentlepun ci mk, 
befitting that of Seaforth, and oi talettM 
and of influence such as may make ao ii» 
pression upon him. You are not osiy m 
every respect ^e fittest for thsi mostim^ 
pot^tant mission, but, having no iaftmedtate:^ 
command, jFoiir presence may be -oiof^ 
easily spared than that of a Chief wbosck 
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fifloOT^g 19 intlie' field* Yeu know every 
jM^ and'f^it in tbe Highkods, iii well at 
titt mahneis said dustoms of every tribe. 
Qo tberefcnpe to Hay» on the right wing ; 
lie^iUHi inrtmetionsy and .eaq>eetr you. You 
wSBL/ find him with GleMdorrimn's men ; 
Beiiis gntfkt h|8 inteipreter, ^nd.hiseoU 
Ittgue*'' 

, AUan MfAiid&y bent on the Marquis a 
4aiiB.Md'peBeftratiiig glance, as if to ascer- 
tain whether this sudden mission was not 
om^erndfor somelatcnt and imexfrfaiaed 
polpiise. BntMootMsef'skiUiil in searching 
the iii#tifveft^athei9, was an equal ad€|>t in 
osoeealiKg .his own. He eonuderedit^M 
oflthib last cons^i:»ncet in this moment of 
entbiisiasm and esiaited paissioi]^ to remove 
iifain fraknah^ csmp for a tew days, tibat: 
hA might provide^ : as hk honour reqnke^li 
for^iCheaafetyof th^se who had acted as his^ 
gmAWi wfaoB lie trussed: i^ Seer's quinrel: 
nidi -Da^gefity might be easily made, ^c 
Allan» at p»ting» only reoommend^ to the 
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whMn Hoaatamm iii8fattt}y.«Uiacteid to Hm-: 
ccowfeyodl ^to # pbM'Of wtAAy^ Bm torip .: 

ting thoi^tMt kmmvmi fUim {»rtf «ftlii^ . 
Irishi wttk diwotMMis 4luil fae ihwiUb fae4M i 

claiv should have aeeess to^ hifli. . : c: : >? 
Th^ Mftrqptia tiwfi< mtoirtttd a led iiMK^ i 
wiiMk iMi kfiU :bf cwp ofi Im itta0daM4 
and fodc ^oti te vkv tba sone «f kit vieiir 
Uuff n^idi wai» mom deokire thas tvM^ . 
^ft^assdiM lKj|ie» luid: ao^^ O^An ' 

0liB»gi Will .away of tiifea^ thsniaad ici^g ^ 
iitiljr one^iMtf Jeil ia die tettlet» :v^^fr4l»t^' 

updn liial pnt «£i^ plak» ateraliiaritattr ^ 
&i«is> 1^ rag lo wiAk tWUoa^ m tiM liiBM^ - 
IMS Mn fte» opnkigt cidtfv far frtapit aat 

theliaieaiidf^ltiwraii. Of the wntei«»: 
aiboiit anfii^biif ' wtsafieil lif avtepinf UMp i 
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n^i0t^m Iff m mdf Hb^ akmg (he Mt 
bMk of tbt Wee. TIm^ wiMiad«r thftiP 
thamselves into the old Ctfttto of Inv«» 
iQclijr ; but bong wifhout eiUier provisiOBft 
or faopa ef mlief^ thej were obliged to sur* 
reader^ on oMidition of being sufiered to 
return to their homes in peeee* Ami, 
amm^unition^ atandarda^ and baggage^ all 
becafne the prey of the ecmquerora. 

This nw the greatest diiatter that ever 
befm the face of IHarmid, as the Camp. 
beHs were called in the Highhtnds; it 
being generaUy remarked that they were aa 
fortsnate « the issue of thor undertakings^ 
as 4iiey vpsre sagacious in phnniag« and 
coangeoQS in executing them. Of the num- 
ber riain, iieaily five hunted were dunni- 
wasaelti o« gentitaen daimmg descent 
fron known and respected houses; And^ 
in the opmion of many of the ckn» even 
tfaii: heavy lom was exceeded by the dis- 
grace mmg fiom the iaf^ious eonduot 
of their Chief, whose galley weighed anchor 
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when the day was lost, and sailed down the 
lake with all the speed to which sails and 
could impel her. . 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Fftiat the din of battle bre/d, 
Dktant down the MUm wind ; 

War and terror fled before^ 
Wounds and death remained behind. 

Pxmoss. 

MoNTapas's splendid success over hia 
powjerful rival was not attained without 
some loss» though not amounting lo the 
tenth of what he inflicted . The obstinate va- 
lour of the Campbells cost the lives of many 
brave men of the oj^osite party ; . and 
more were wounded, the chief of whom was 
the btaye young Earl of Menteith, who bad 
commanded the centre. He was but light- 
ly toiiched hqweyer^ and made ra^hei* a 
griK:eful than a terrible appearance when he. 
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presented to his general the standtrd 6t 
Argyle, which he had taken from the stand'* 
ard-bearer with hrs own hand, and slain hint 
in single combat. Montrose dearlj loved 
his noble kinsman, in whom there was coo^ 
spicuous a flash of the generous, romantic, 
disinterested obivalry of the old heroic 
times, entirely different from the mercemu 
17, calculating, and selfish cbarMtier which 
^e practice' of ehtertaming mercena^ 
troops had introduced into most parts of 
Europe^ and of which degeneracy Scothmd, 
who furnished soldiers of f(»rtane for the sitt'<^ 
i^et df alinost every natfon/had %Mti'iM6ta- 
imnated wiMi a mort than usuri shares Mmil 
ttdse, wfts^se ntettve spirit wMs^ctageMai, ^' 
though expefitoce had taug^ Mdi InNT'ti^ 
avaB hitfiself of the motives trf'ethcmi iibC# 
to Menteith neither the language df p r aita: 
not of promise, but daspedhiiii to histmMM 
at he exdHsimed^ « My gaBant klsmiai^ IT* 
And by this burst of heaftfelC apptoiiii 
#aaMiiirtefAr Armed with airaritter^i^ 
dcTigit^ ilMtttfMf praises «»« beenMeotO^ 

11 



€N^ iil ^raport^if tii& action nut diMcU|r lo 
t)|¥|*|l»raiie of hisMwnigxu 
^xr:*V lliotbiogy" he ia^ ^ my lord,, now 
9gt mft to rmRaia in which Z can render nnj 
ji9SMrta9Ct, {»eiumt mc to look after a duty 
of ))«|f^ j|nity-.ii-thf5 Knight of Ardeii vohr> aei 
In am tddj i« omf priwoec^ aad leverely 
wiiHioded." 
1^ AnA weU he desernes to be to.'' laid 

m 

Sii JE)ugald Da}g6tty^ who cwne up td them 
$t thajt naomejQt with a prodigious additioa 
otaQQMirc^d iQtiportaiice, << since be shot my 
gnod horse ^t the inoiaBiit that I was ofier* 
iq^him honourable qoarter^ whicht I ipust 
nmdf^ssty, was d<>ne more like an ignoiaAi;^ 
Uigiifeud Cateraih who has noiseaseQAOugh 
tOreMiDi a sconce for the protectioii of li^ 
oidH hurley-house of a castle, than like a 
seldief of ww^h and qoaKty/ 

/ M Are we to condole with you tbes/' 
ssiiii Lof^ Mrateitb, »^ upon the loss of the 
faoMl Gustavtts*?*' 

f^^ea SA myiof^,'* wummmi the soldier 
wiife A deep s^r *M^^ niiMfA fiyrv- 
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mum, as we siad at the Mace8<:hal CoUege 
of Aberdeen* Better so than be siopth^r^ 
like a cadger's poney in some flow-moss^ or 
snow-wreath, which was like to be his i^eif 
this winter campaign lasted longer. But it 
has pleased his Excellency (making an in- 
cUnaticm to Montrosei) to supply his place 
by the gifl of a noble steed, whom I hav^ 
taken the freedom to name ^Jjoyaiihf^ Re* 
ward,* in memory of this celebrated occa- 
sion.'' 

*' I hope,** said , the Marquis, •* you'll 
find Loyalty's Reward, . since you call him 
so, practbed in all the duties of the field^T*- 
but I must just hint to you, that at this 
time, ia Scotland, loyalty is tiwre if equent^ 
ly i^muded.with an halter, tb^an with an 
horse." 

^' A hem ! your EKcellency is pleaned to 
be facetious* Loyalty's Reward is as per- 
fect as Gustavus in all his exercjsesi- 4n(l of 
a far fiper figure. Marry ! his social ^HfkM- 
ties: are less ciUtivated, in re^et h^has 
Jfiflft tiU now. ii^ior companj^*" 
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*3t Not meaning his Excellency the Gene- 
ral, I hope," said Lord Menteith. " For 
shame. Sir Dogaid P 

•• My lord,** answered the Knight grave- 
ly, '* I am incapable to mean anything qo 
utterly misbecoming. What I asseverate is, 
that his Excellency having the same inter- 
course with bis horse during his exercise, 
that he tetth with his soldiers when train- 
ing them, may form and ln*eak either ixr 
every feat of war which he chooses to prac-' 
tice, and accordingly that this noble charger 
is adnlirably managed. But as it is. the in- 
tercourse of private life that formeth the so- 
cial character, so I do not apprehend that of 
the siiigle sexier to be much polished by 
the. conversation of the corporal or the ser- 
geant, or that of Loyalty's Reward to have 
bec^ much dulciiied, or ameliorated, by the 
society of his Excellency's grooms, who ber 
stow more oaths, and kicks, and thumps,' 
than kindness or caresses, upon the animals 
entrusted to their charge, whereby many a 
generous quadruped, rendered as it were 
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minfiibHipic, iiiMilbto duffiiig tbe real of 
his life a.grrater de^fQ tokidc and bile.bb 
master* than to love and t0 honow bimJ'^ 

^« Spoken Mke «i oiacic^" sftid McmlrMe. 
t^ Were there aa a;fi&deiii3r for Ihe educm- 
Uea of horses to ^e annexed to the Mare- 
sefaal College of Abesdei^il, Silt Dugtld 
Dalgetty alone shocdd €Xi tkt chm.*" 

«( Beeanse, behig an asa»'' mi& Meirteitli> 
ttide to lite Geeitral, «^ tkMure would Jbe 
lOBie distant retottod bet»^eM i^ profiMh 
orand the studentin" 

<« And now, with your SJEceUeBcy^ per* 
mmon,^ add the new-oMde Kni)^ ^ 1 
am going to pay my last visit to die re- 
maiM of my old companion in arms.'* 

*• Not with the purpose of gra^ theough 
the ceremontal of interment^" said the liar- 
que, who did not know how far Sh Dn- 
gald's enthiMiasm might lead faim f ^ eon- 
ffder, ixtr brave fellows themselves will have 
hot » hasty bmriai.'* 

< ^« Your Excellency wiM pardon tBXif^ said 
Sudgetty ; ^ my parpoae ia lesa roflMmtiff. 



I go to divide poor Gustavcrs's legacy with 
theiftwlft «f bnvttD^ laavii^ the fleih to 
«ben», and raiemiig to myself his hide ; 
wbiehy m token of affiBctionate remein*- 
brance, I pucpose to form into a cassock 
atid tt^men^ after the Tartar i&tbien» to 
te 3«toi4i utida. my armoor, inrespieet my 
n€iii^ gwa[ieiite are at present sfaamefiiHy 
the wome for the wear# Alas ! poor Qua*- 
tdvm^ ^y didst thou wst live at least one 
htour more, to have born^ the honoured 
tifeight of knighthood ufiOD tfayiiohis f* 

He was now turning awaiy, when the 
M^r<][oi« caHed «fter faina^-^^^ As yoa are 
&m»t likely to |»e anticipated in this aatof 
kimlness, Sir Dugald^ to yoor dd friend 
and eoaipaiiion» I triMt^" said the Maieqiiii^ 
^ )ieiia wvU ft»t aiairiBt «a^ aod our prmeipal 
fii^clBy io discnias tiome e€ Argyle^ good 
leiiew^ of whidh we have fo«id labundaoeo 
inthe Caode.** 

** Most willingly, please your £xc<^Ue»- 
cy/' said Sir Dngatd ; << M aoeat^aild mass 
«overhiiidorw0rk. 1^ iodeed, aralaAaid 
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that tiie wolves or ei^les will begin iui<qi|- 
slaogbt on Gn^vus tOn]%ht, id repod 
there is so much better. oheer lying all 
aiound.-^But,'' added be, ** as I am to meet 
two honourable knigbts of £og1and9 wkh 
others of the knightly degree in your locd- 
sbip's army, I pray it may be explained to 
them, that now, and in future, I claim pFe«^ 
oedence oyer them all, in respect of my 
rank as a Banneret, dubbed in a fidd of 
stricken battle.'* 

<< The devil confound bim !" said Mon* 
trose, speaking aside } ** he has contrived 
to set the kiln on fire as last as I put it out^ 
"•This is a point, Sir Dugald,'' said hi, 
gravely addressing him, " which I sbal} 
reserve for his Majesty's express consider- 
ation : in my camp, all must be upon equa* 
Uty, like the Knights of the Round Table; 
and take their plaees as soldiers shoul4» 
upon the principle of, first coma first tepr* 
ved**' 

^* Then > I shall take care^" said MeK» 
tfkfa apart to the Marquis^ << tbftt Dop:]^ 



Is not first in place to day. — Sir Da-^ 
gald,* added he, raising his voice, ^ $m 
you say your wardrobe is out of repair, 
had you not better go to the enemy's bsig- 
gage yonder, over which there is a guard 
placed ? I saw them take out an excellent 
buff suit, embroidered in front in silk and 
iiilver." 

• ** Voto aJDios ! as the Spaniard says,** ex- 
claimed the Major, "and some beggarly ^1- 
ly may get it while I stand prating here.*' . 

The prospect of booty having at once 
driven out of his head both Gustavus and 
the provant, he set spurs to Loyalty's Re- 
ward, and rode off through the field of 
battle. 

*• There goes f he hound,'' said Menteitfa, 
^ breaking the face, and trampling on the 
body, of many a better man than himself; 
and as eager on his sordid spoil as a vuU 
tare that stoops upon carrion. Yet. this 
man the world calls a soldier<^-and you, 
nay lord, select him as worthy of the ho*^ 
Aocirs of cfamlry, if such they caa at titia 
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diiy be termed. You have nade tke cdhit 
ef knightbood the decoration <^ a A&c^ 
Uood-hound." 

« What CM I do ?" said MontrMC. ^ I 
had no booes to give binii and I cannot 
loHow the chase aJone. Bemde^ the ddg 
has good quaibtiiea.*^ 

<< If nature has given him such^*' said 
Meiiteiftli, •* habit hat cihiVwI^ them hi to 
ftxSkign of intense selfishpesrii. 'He noLj 
b6 pcuiictiiious tonceitihig bis fepirtatioB» 
and brave in the es^ctition of his duty, 
but it 18 ovify because without these qira* 
lities be camaot rise in sert^iee ^-^nay^ hia 
very benevolence is delfiah ; be may defend 
his companion while he kept bis feet, bnt 
the instant he is d;0wn. Sir Dogald will 
te afif ready to ease him 4if his piihicr^ aJir 
he is to convert the skin oi Gnakavus into 
a bufl'jerkin*'' 

<♦ And yet^ if all this wefre tmcy cotistn,'* 
sinswered MGnfytrose^ ^ thene' is something 
oeoiventeht in cmammndmf; a^^idier, lipon 
whose mcrtives and springs &f j^tion yott 
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pail calculate to mathematical certainty. A 
fine spirit like yours, my cousin, alive to a 
thousand sensations to which this man's is 
as impervious as his corslet, — it is for them 
that thy friend must feel, while he gives his 
advice." Then, suddenly changing his tone, 
he asked Menteith when be had seen An- 
xiot Lylc. 

• The young Earl coloured deeply, and 
answered, " Not since last evening, — ^ex- 
cepting,^' he added, with hesitation, *• for 
one moment, about half an hour before 
the battle began." 

•* My dear Menteith,'* said Montrose 
very kindly, *« were you one of the gay csl- 
valiers of Whitehall, who are, in their way, 
as great self-seekers asrour friend Dalgetty, 
should I need to plague you with enquiring 
into such an amourette as this! it would 
be an intrigue only to be laughed at But 
this is the land of enchantment, where nets 
'strong as steel are wrought out of iadieiai^ 
tresses, and yon are exactly the destined 
knight to be so fettered. l%is poor girl is 

VOL. IT. M 
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exquisitely beautifulf and has tajiepts form* 
jBd to oiptivate your romantic tempen—^ 
You cannot think pf injiuring her— you 
cunrwt think of marrying her ?" 

" My lord," replied Menteith, ^* you 
have repeatedly urged this jest, fer so I 
trust it is meant, somewhat beyond bounds. 
AnnotLyle is of unknown birth, — a cajptive, 
*— the daughter, probably, of some pbsciire 
outlaw ; a dependant on the hospitality of 
the-M*Aulays." 

«'Do not be angry, Menteith,'*^ said the 
Marquis, interrupting him ; ** you love the 
classics, though not educated at jMaf eschal 
College; and you may remember how 
many gallant hearts captive beauty has 

subdued : — 

■f 

Movit Ajacem Telamone xiatum^ 
Forma*captiv£e, dominum, Tecmessie.—- 

Jn a word, I am seriously . anxip.^s alyxilt 

this— I shpuld not h^ve time perh.aps," he 

said very gravely, ** to trouble you with 

any lectures on the subject, v^re ypur feel* 

10 



ings^ and those of Apnot, alone interested ; 
but you have a dangerous rival in Allan 
M^Aulay; jind there is no knowing to 
^hat extent he may parxy his resentment* 
It is my duty jbp tell you that the King's 
service. inay be mucl^ pcejudiced.by dissen- 
sions betwixt you*** 

<^ My lordi" c»^4 Mi^ateith^ ^< I know 
what you vofiikn is kind apd friendly; 1 hope 
you will be s^isSed . when I acusure ypu^ 
that AUs^n M'Aulay and I liaye disqu^^ 
this circum^taq^ i .9i2d ,that I ha^^ ex-^ 
plained to binii that it is ^utterly reaiol^ 
ffQm ^y charJ^;ter ^tp ent^r^n dishon^Wr- 
s(b}e. views concerning; thi^ u))protj^cte0 fe« 
9iale ; ^Q« pn the other Ivinid, the ^bsciu^ity 
of her birth prevent my tl^inkk^g of h^r 
upon other tern^s* I will not diiguise from 
your lofdsh'^p, what I have-not disguised 
firom jyj^AuUy^-r^that if Annpt Lyle were 
bori> ^ ^a4y, she /jhpw^ share jnyn^^fte 
and ranjc; as i3f^iitt^4^ sta^, it is inipqsf- 
#yle. Tl»^ ejtplsnation^ I tru^t, wi|l §at^. 
% yoqr Ip^s^j^ ^ it has satisfied a less 
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reasonable peison.'* Montrose shrugged 
his shoulders. 

<< And like true champions in romance,'' 
he said, << you have agreed, that you are 
both to worship the same mistress,, as ido^ 
latms do the same, image, and that neither 
shall extend his pretensions further." 

*' I did not go so far, my lord," answer- 
ed Menteith — ^ I only said in the present 
carcumstances, — ^and there is no prospect of 
their being changed, — I could, in duty to 
myself and family, stand in no relation to 
Annot Lyle, but as that of friend or bro* 
ther— but your lordship must excuse me ; 
I have," said he, looking at his arm, round 
which he had tied his handkerchief, ^* a 
sKght hurt to attend to." 
- <^ A wound,** said Montrose, anxiously ; 
<< let me see it.— Alas !" he said, *^ I should, 
have' heard nothing of this, had I not ven- 
tured to* tent and sound another mate se- 
cret and more rankling one. ^ Menteith, I 
am sorry for jrou— I too have known--<-but 
what avaSs it to awake sorrows which have 
long slumbered i" 
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So say ingi he shook hands with his noble 
kinsmani and walked into the castle. 

Annot Lyie, as was not unusual for fe- 
males in the Highland s, was possessed of a 
slight degree of medical and even surgical 
skill. It may readily be believed that the 
profession of surgery, or medicine, as a se- 
parate art, was Unknown, and the few rude 
ruled which they observed were intrusted 
to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afiPorded too much opportunity 
of acquiring experience. The care and at- 
tention, accordingly, of Annot Lyle, her 
attendants, and others acting under her di- 
rection, had made her services extremely 
useful during this wild campaign. And 
most readily had these services been ren- 
dered to friend and foe, wherever they 
could be most usefuL She was now in an- 
apartment of the castle, anxiously superin-' 
.tending the preparation of vulnerary herbs,, 
to be applied to the wounded ; receiving 
reports from different females respectii^ 
those under their separate charge, and dig- 
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tiibutiog** what means sKe had fbf their^e. 
lief, when AUan M'Ablay stiddtoly ent^r* 
^ed the apartment She started, for she 
had heard that he' had left the camp updfi^ 
^ a distKsit imssiof] ^ and, however accastonfl-- 
td she way to 'the gloom of his cou«te-' 
nance, it seemed at present to ha\^e t^tn ^ 
darker shade than usuaL He stood^befo^^ 
her perfectly silent," and she fehthe nece*-^ 
i^ty of being the first to spedk; 

•« I thought," she said, with some eSbttl 
•* you had already set out/* 

*♦ My companion awaits me,^' safd Attan"}! 
" I go instantly." 

Yet still he stood before her, and -held 
her by the arm» with a piessure which, 
though insufficient to giv« her pain, made' 
her sensible of his great personal strength, 
his. hand closing on her like the grqpe of a 
manacle. 

M Shall I take the harp ?" she said, in a 
timid voice; ** isM-is the shadow fallings 
upon you ?'^ 

Instead of replying, he led her to the 



A LEOEND OF MONT A08K. 2? I 

window of the apartment, which command- 
ed a view of the field of the slain, with all 
its horrors. It was thick spread with dead 
and wounded, and the spoilers were busy 
tearing the clothes from the victims of 
war and feudal ambition, with as much in 
difference as if they had not been of the 
same speeies^ atid themselves exposed, per- 
haps» to-morrow to the same fate. 

" Does the sight please you ?•* said M*. 
Aulay. 

« It is hideous," said Annot, covering 
her eyes with her hands ; " How can you 
bid me look upon it ?" 

" You must \)e enured to- it," said he, 
^ if you remain with this destined host— 
you will soon have to search such a field 
for my brother's corpse — for Menteith's— • 
for mine— *but that "will be a more indiffer-. 
ent task-— You do not love me !" 

•* This is the first time you have taxed 
me- with unkindness,'' said Annot, weep* 
ing. "You are my brother — my prescr 
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ver — ^my protector — and can I then jbat 
love you ? But your hour of darkness I3 
approaching, let me fetch my harp!^ ^^, 

<* Remain/' said Allan, still holding 
her fast ; ** be my visions from heaven of 
hell, or from the middle sphere of disem- 
bodied spirits — or be they, as the Saxons^ 
hold, but the delusions of an overheated, 
fancy, they do not now influence me; I 
speak the language of the natural, of the 
visible world. — You love not me, Annot^ 
you love Menteith — by him yod are be- 
loved again, and Allan is no more ^to yixi 
than one of the corpses which encumber 
yonder heath/* 

It cannot be supposed that this strange 
speech conveyed any new information^ to 
her who was thus addressed. No womaq^ 
ever lived who could not in the same cir- 
cumstances have discerned long since the 
state of her lover's mind. But by thus sud- 
denly tearing off the veil, thin. as it was, AU 
Ian prepared her to expect consequences 
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violent in proportion to the enthusiasm of 
his character. She made an effort to repel 
ttie charge he had stated. 

•* You forget," she said, " your own 
worth and nobleness when you insult so 
very helpless a being, . and one whom fate 
has thrown so totally into your power. You 

« ■ 

know who and what I am, and how impos?< 
sible it is that Menteith or you can use lan- 
guage of affection to me, beyond that of 
friendship. You know from what unhap* 
py race I have too probably derived my 
existence.** 

<^ L will not believe it," said Allan, im« 
petuously; ** never flowed crystal drop 
from a'poHuted'spring.'*' 

«♦ Yet the very doubt,** pleaded Annot, 
^ should make you forbear to use this kn^ 
guage to me.** 

" I know,'* said M*Auky, ** it places a 
bar between us-— but I know also that it di« 
vides you not so inseparably from Menteith.' 
— Hear me, my beloved Annot ! — ^leave this 
scene of terrors and danger^^o with me 

MS 
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to Kintail*-p»I will pJace you in the house 
of t^ie noble Lady of Scfaforth-^QP you shafl 
be renioved in safety to IcolmkiU, whei*c 
some women yet devote themselves to die 
worship of God, after the custom of our 
ancestora." 

** You considcgr not wfeat you ask Of, 
5ae," replied Annot i f * tpoindert^ke such « 
journey. lender youv mle guajdj^sbip^ were 
to shew me less scrvi^uAoQjs U^an^ maidea 
CMOgbtf. I wiU remain, h^re, A^an-where un-t 
4ei? the prot'eciliifQn of thci hqI^Iq. Montrose ; 
and when his motions next approach the 
Lowland^ I witi coi^trive somie proper 
];neai?s to relieve you Qf oQie/- wl)o haa, ^• 
knows not how, becomjeraa.o^c^ of dis« 
like to you." 

Allan stood as^ if uncertain whether t<^ 
give way to sympathy with her distress, or 
to anger at her resistance* 

" Annot,'' he said, " you-know too well 
how little your words apply <to my feelings • 
towards you— rbut you avail yourself of 3n(H2C 
power, ^Ad, you rejoice in my dep^rture^ as 
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removing a spy upon your intercourse with 
Menteith* But beware both of you/' he 
added, in a stern tone ; <* for when was it 
ever heard that an injury was offered to 
Allan M'Aulayi for wl|ich he exacted not 
tenfold vengeance!" 

So saying, he pressed her ar.m forcibly, 
pulled the bonnet over, bis^brows, and strode 
out of the apaftment. 
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After you're gone> 



• IgnirMqiiaititedintihinytieBrtyaiidteureli'd 
IVbat itiiT'd it 80.-*-Ahi ! I firand it io?e. 
Yet fiir from liurt^ fbr could I but lia?e liyed 

■ 

lupreieiioeofyoa, I had bad my end. 

pHrLAiTiiu 

Aknot Ltle had now to contemplate 
the terrible gulph which Allan M'Aulay's 
open declaration of love and jealowy had 
made to open around her. It seemed as if 
she was tottering on the very brink of de- 
struction, and was at once deprived of 
every refuge, and of all human assistaoce* 
S^e had long been conscious that she loved 
Menteith dearer, than a brother; indeed, 
how could it be otherwise, considerii^ 
their early intimacy,— 'the personal no^rit 
of the young nobleman,— »his Mstduoiii at* 
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tentioQS} — abd his. infinite superiority in 
gentleness of disposition, and grace of man- 
ners, over the race of rude warriors with 
whom she lived ? But her affection was of 
that quiet, timid^ meditafive character, 
which sought rather a reflected share in the 
happiness of the beloved object* than form- 
ed more presumptuous or daring hopes* A 
little Gaelic song, in which she expressed 
her feelings, has been translated by. the in- 
genious and unhappy Alexander M*Do» 
naldj and we willingly transcribe the 

"Wer^t thoui like me^ in life's low yalei 
' With thee how blest, that lot I*d share ; 
t. : Wil3i thee I'd fly wtieiieT«r gidfe 

, C011I4 waft, or boaoding gaO^ bcir. ^ 
But parted by serere decree^ , 

Far different must our fortunes provs ; ■ 
' May thine be joy — enough for me 
To #eep and pray for Urn I loVe. 



' « 



The pangs this foolish heart Sius|. feel» 
When hope shall be for ever flown» 

K6 sullen murmur shall rereal, 
Ma idfisli mttndtn erer own. 
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Nor win I tturofu^ BfeTs WMiy jeiTBi 
lake a pale drooping tnouanex iiiove» 

While I can think roy secret tears 
May wound the heart of him I love. 

Tlie farioos declaration of Allan had de- 
dtMjed the romantic plan which she had 
formed, of nursing in secret her pensive 
tenderness, without seeking any other re« 
qoital. Long before this, she had dreaded 
Alkn, as much as gratitude, and a sense 
that he softened towards her a temper so 
haughty and so vic^ent, could permit her 
to do ; but now she regarded him With un- 
alloyed terror, which a perfect knowledge 
of his disposition, and of his pxecedteg his- 
tory, too well authoriKd her to entertain. 
Whatever was in other respects the noble- 
ness of his disposition, he liad never been 
known to resist the wilfulness of passion,-— 
he walked io the house, and in the country 
of his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no 
one dared to contradict, lest they should 
awaken his natural vehemence of passrion. 
So many years bad elapsed since he had 
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e:igpei:ienced' contradieti^A^ or eves ex|HMN 
tuUtiiOO) that probably notbii^ bttt t}i6 
strong good sense, wbichy or all pam/ls^ 
)iis mysticism (wqepted, foriBed the groiuid 
of hia cJiacaQtert prevented bis pirovi«g.aii 
annoyance and terror to the whole Q^flvr 
bouiJtiood. But Aojaot had na time to dwell 
upon h^t feaxs^ beiog iiiierrupbed by tb« eih 
trance, pf jSIs? Di^iild . Dalgetty. 
.It may .wel^faie.4s»ippQsed, t^ tbe sc«aw 
in wM^'U34Si p^rspa had pass€t4 his former 
life^ ^ad not much aUoMlatedi him to shiQ« 
ia female society. He bimsii^lf felt a sort 
of consciousness that the language of the 
^ barracky guard-room^ and parade was not 
proper tQ) entertain ^diea. The only pe^ci^ 
fiiijt part of ;his Hfe had been, ^e^t.^ut Mtfe^ 
schal College, Aberdeen } and he^had for-> 
gQt tbe little he. had learned there^ €x- 
c^pt the arts of darning his own hoaci an(| 
dispatching his .commons with unusual ce- 
lerity, both wb^c^ arts had si^ce been kept 
in go^d ex^ercise by the necessity of fr/^ 
quent practice* ' Still, it was from an im« 
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perfect recollection of what hfr had acquired 
dtirtng this pacific period, that he drew his 
sources of conversation when in company 
with women; in other words^ his language 
became pedantic when it eeased to be mi- 
iitaiy. 

<< Mistress Annot Lyle/' said he, upon tKc^ 
present occasion, ^* I am just now like the 
half-pike, or spontbon of Achilles, one end 
of which could wound^ and the other cure 
— -*a property belonging neither to Spanish 
pike, btowQ-biir, partisan, hi^lbert^ Ixich- 
aber-axe, or any other modern staff weaponr 
whatever."* 

This compliment he repeated twice ; but 
m Anriot scarce heard him the first time,^ 
and did not comprehend him the secorfd," 
he was obliged' to explain.: 

• r rtieah,**^ he said, << Mistress Annot 
Lyle, that having been the means of an ho- 
nourable knight receiving a severe wound' 
in this day's conflict j — ^he having pistolled,' 
somewhat against the law of arms, my horse» 
which' was named after the immortal Kinn;' 
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of Sweden— -I am desirous of procuring 
him such solacqmeut as you, madam, can 
supply, you beiqg like the iieathen god 
Esculapiusi (meaning possibly Apollo^) 
skilful not only in song and in music, hut 
in the more noble art of chirurgery— «<5ij^- 
qu^per orhem. dkor^* 

<* If you would have the goodness to ex- 
plain," said Annott too sick at heart to be 
amused by Sir Dugald's airs* of pedantic 
gallantry* 

^< That, madam» ' replied . the knight^ 
^ may not be so^ easy, as I am out of the 
habit of construing — but we shall try. Du 
CQry,m^^\yego—\ am called,— C^w^? cpi^ 
feffrr^ remember ^nffer and T^^^^l/^-^ 
but I believe opyer atfmds in this place far 
M. D., that is Dogtor of Phytic,** 

<< This is a busy day with us aJV said 
ApuQt y " will. you say at on^ce^ what you 
want with me ?*' 

;" Merely,** replied Sir Dugald, " thak 
you leyill visit my brother knight, and kH^ 
your maiden bring son^^ mecjii^ameiita for 



L.J. 



tftS TALBS OF MY L4N2)LOIUy< 



is wound, which tbreatetn io be wlMtf tti4^ 
learned caU a dmtwum fatale. '' 

Annot liyle never lingered in the caDcHI 
of humanity. She informed iierself! hatstily 
of the natuf e of tiie injury, and interesting 
herself for the dignified dd chief whom she 
had seen at Darlinvaraoh, and wfedsle pte^ 
senee had so much struck her, she iiasten- 
ed to Ime the sense of her o^n sorrow fotf 
a time,* in the attempt to be useful to aniD^ 
then 

SUr Dugald with gi'eat form ushered An- 
not Lyle tO' the* chamber of her patient^ it! 
which^ to her surprise, sho found Lord 
Menleitbr She could not help blushing* 
deq>iy at the meeting, but to hide her con^ 
fiision, proceeded instantly to examine the 
wound of the Knight of Ardenvohr, and 
easily satisfied herself that it was beyond 
hei* skill to cute it } as for Sir Dugald, be 
returned to a large out-house, on the floor 
of which, among other wounded men, was 
d€|>osited the person of Ranald of the Mist- 

^' Mine old friend," said the Knight, «^ aa 
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I told you before, I would wiUingly dd 
anything to pleasure yob, iii return for th6 
wbuhd ydli have received^ while underimy 
6afe conduct. I have^ therefore^ accord^ 
ing.io your earnest request, sent Mrs An* 
not Lyle to attend up^n the wmind of the 
Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein htt 
doing so sbeifid benefit yoo, I (Mtmot ima- 
giiie.-^Ithiiklcyoii'once sp6kQ of some blood 
relatiornsfaip iietween tbem ; but a solda- 
do, in oonnnand and charge like^nie, has 
ottier things 1x>> trouble bis head' ^ 1th than 
Highland. genealogiesJ^ ' 

. And md«d, to da the woi'thy M&jor 
jostioe, he never enquired after, listened to^ 
car recottectedtbebiusiness of ^other people^ 
unless it either related to the art military^ 
or was somehow or other connected with 
his owii interest, in' either of which cases 
his memory was very tenacious* 

'«* And now, my good friend of the" Mist,'* 
said he, ^' can yon tell me what has become 
of your hopefU gran^soii, as I have not 
seen him since he assisted me to disarm 



SS4 TAL£8 OF MY LAKBLOJID. 

Jifter the action, a negligence which desef- 
veth the strapado." 

«* He is not far from hence/' said the 
wounded outlaw-— '< lifl not your hand upon 
hini, for be is man enough to pay a yard 
of leathern scourge with a foot of temper- 
ed steel.** 

^ A most isnprc^er vaunt," said Sir Du-^ 
gald ; '^ but I owe you some favours, Ra« 
n.a}df a»d therefore shall let it pass." 
. *^ hv^ if/yoi\think you owe me anything,'* 
said the dutlaw, ^' it is in your power toxe* 
quite me by granting me a boon.*' 

^< Friend Ranald,*' answered Dalgetty^ 
*» I have read of these boons in silly story- 
books, whereby simple knights were draiim 
in^o engagements to their great prejudice f 
wherefore, Ranald, the more prudent 
knight3 of this day never promise any- 
thing until they know that they may keep 
their word anent the premises, without 
apy displeasure or incommodement to 
themselves. It may be^ you would have 
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me engage the female chirurgeon to visit 
your wound ; though you ought to con* 
aider, Ranald, that the uncleanness of the 
place where you are deposited may some- 
what soil the gaiety of her garments, con- 
eeming the preservation of which, you may 
have observed, women are apt to be inor- 
dinately solicitous, I lost the favour of 
the lady of the Grand Pensionary of Am« 
sterdam, by touching with the sole of my 
boot the train of her black velvet gown, 
which I mistook for a foot-cloth, it beiog 
half the room distant from her person.'' 

" It is not to bring Annot Lyle hithei','' 
answered MacEagh, <f but to transport me 
into the room where she is in attendance 
up on the Knight of Ardenvohr. Some- 
what I have to say of the last consequence 
to them both.** 

** It is something out of the order of 

due precedence,'* said Dalgetty, *« to carry 

a wounded outlaw into the presence of a 

ktiight; knighthood having been of yore, 

and being, in some respects, still, the high- 
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^st military grade, independent always of 
<K>ininissioni3d offioerS) who rank aocardii^ 
to their patents ; neverthdigss,:as.yolir boon^ 
as you call it, is so dight, I shall oiol; d^ELy 
compUanoe with the same." Sb.sayiogf-lie 
ordered three files of men to tcumport Af to 
Eagh on their dioulders to Sir Dumui 
Campbell's apartment, and b€^;hiiBs#tf)hast- 
#n6d before to announce .the cause of ids 
being brought- there. But such .wais the 
activity of the soldiers emplaned,/ that they 
followed him close at the heels, aiid^ enfer^ 
ing with their ghastly burthen, laid Mao* 
£^gh on the floor of the apartmeat. His 
features, naturally wild, were now distorted 
by pain ; his hands and scanty gafm^tH 
(Gained with his own bloody. aildthQ$e Qf 
others^ which no kind hand had 3vipe4 
away, although the wound in bi^sid^ bad 
been secured by a bandage. 

** Are you," be said, raisirjg his theadfaio^ 
fulfyi towards the couch wiiere lay,stretQhe4: 
his late antagonist, *' be whom in^n^.ef^ 
the Knight af^dmyokt ?:' .' 



A LEO^O OF MOKT&OSS. 287 

, •• The same," answered Sir Duncan^— ^ 
**:,what would you with one w^ose hours 
s^re now numbered ?" 

. *^ My hours are redqced to minutes,'* 
«aid the outlaw ; ^\ the more gr ce, if I be.- 
stow them in the service of one, whose 
hand has ever been against me, as n^ine 
ha$ been raised higher against him^" 
. '* Thine higher against me! — Crushed 
worm I" said the knight, looking down on 
l^is miserable adversary* 

" Yes,'' answered the outlaw, in a firm 
voice, ** my arm hath been highest ( the 
wounds I have dealt have been deepest, 
though thine have neither been idle nor 
unfelt,-^! am Ranald MacBsighi^I am 
Ranald of the Mist — the night that I gave 
thy castle to the winds in one huge blaze of 
fire, is now matched with the day in which 
you have fallen under the sword of ray«. fa- 
thers. — Remember the injuries thou h^st 
•done our tribe — never were such inflicjted, 
save by ane^ beside thee. He, they say, is 
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fated and secure against our vengeaBoe*— a 
short time will shew," 

•« My Lord Menteith," said Sk Duncan^ 
raising himself out of his bed, ** this if a 
proclaimed villain, at once the en^my of 
King and Parliament, of God and man^^-^ 
one of the outlawed banditti of the Mist ; 
alike the enemy of your house, of tjie 
M^Aulays, and of mine. I trust you will 
not suffer moments, which are perhaps siy 
last, to be embittered by his barbarous tri* 
amph." 

** He shall have the treatment he merits" 
said Menteithj <Met him be instantly re- 
moved."— 

Sir Dugald here interposed, and spcdce of 
Ranald's services as a guide, and his own 
pledge for his safety ; but the high hardi 
tones of the outlaw drowned his voice. 

<* No/' said he, ** be rack and gibbet the 
word ; let me wither between heaven^and 
earth, a,nd gorge the hawks and eagles ct 
Ben Nevis ; and so shall this haughty 
Knight, and this triumphant ThanCt never 

4 



ln« die MOMt I aliMie cmxl impm i ^ s^ 
tseet whidh noidd make Anleii>v9bf;;» I^eMt 
Jmp with 593% ^wtre he is the Aeath «gapf# 
sad firtiieh tbe £atl (xf Mettteith vfould :pur- 
ohuext the fnoe ifif iiis broad etLrLd<)«Bu*fv- 
iiimaeihUherj Anxict ]Lyik»^' bfi t ajd» i!aJAUig 
liimself mlth uiitK(»ected stirnxg^i ^&9r 
net lAie fsigbt of him t» uikam ilMU liMt 
<;lung in infancy. Tell these fffoud «etii» 
mh» daoAnm thee as the ii«ue .of mine «n- 
Dient raoe» ftiut thou art fto)bb(id of ^oui» 
ip«>»iio daughter 4>f ebe^|ice/cf itiie JM^t, but 
l^orn in IisUb as lacdiy:, and ^cradiad on 
^eeueh *» soft, m imtt aoothed infaaof sa 
their proudett ^aoes/' 

-^ In the snatoe of iGod,^' said -Meoteitfa, 
trembling with emotion, ** if yatt know 
«i}gbt lof^e 'bkth 4if Jthis lady, diMhy con- 
aoienee ^die justioe ^to disbard^ it «f ithe 
^eent'beliDre tdepaptinglrom this world ^' 

i*< And bless my '^lieasies wit^ ray dying 
^reMh?" said SdacEfigh, ioalcing ^at him 
«aligiiantly»-^ $oeh ?ne tlie maxims your. 
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priests preach— 4)ut when, ortdimrdswiictii; 
do you practice them ?. Let me know first 
the worth of my secret ere I part with it^^ 
What would you give. Knight of Ardea^ 
irohr, to know that your superstitious fasts 
have been vain, and that there stfll reoiathi 
a descendant of your house ? — I pause for 
an answer— without it, I speak not one 
word more.** 

<< I could,'' said Sir ])unean, his voice 
struggling between the emotions of doubt, 
liatred, and anxiety—^' I could — ^but that 
I know^tfay race are like the<xreat Enemy, 
bars and murtberers from the begisning-^ 
but could it be true thou teliest.me, I ooM, 
almost forgive thee the injuries thou haat 
done me." 

<« Heariti" saidRandd; ^ hehadi wa«- 
gered deeply for a son of Diarmidr— And 
y6u, gentle Thane-— the report of the camp 
says, that you would purchase with lifeand 
lands the hidings that Annot Lyle: was w^ 
« daughter of proscription, but c^ a race oa^ 
ble in your estimation as your own-^Wdl 



I 
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-7JA; ift for BO love I tdl you-^-.Tbe time 
has been that I would have exchanged this 
sgccet f^ntt Ubefty^ I am now bartering 
it, for what is dearer than liberty or life.-^ 
Aimot Ly le is the youpgesU the sole sur*. 
viyigg oUld of the Knight of Ardenvohr, 
who alpne was saved when all in his halls 
b^i|ides yfBB^ given to blood and ashes.** . 

<< CanJ^his man speak truth ?* said An-, 
nfit Lyle^ scarce knowing what she said i 
<< or is this some strange delusion ?•' 
■ /^ Maiden/' replied Ranaldi .<* hadst thou 
dwelt longer with usi thou wouldst have 
better learnt to kiiow to distinguish the- 
accents, of truth. To that Saxon lord* and 
to the Knight of Ardenvohr, I will yield 
such proofs of what I have spoken* that in- 
credulity ^ sliall sti^d convinced. Mean- 
time withdraw— .1^ loved thine infancy, I 
h^te not thy youthr— no eye hates the rose 
in its blossom,: thoc^h it groweth upon a 
thorn, and for thee only do I something 
n^et wh«t is soon to follow. But he that 
would avenge him of bis foe must not reck 
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thot^h tire gtdltlMft bt ckigMged i* ijIr 
rmtt." • - 

M^tfteidi ; ** hi <G«tf*B «Miiiie'i««ire 1 iF*«if 
th«i<6 he attght lit l%ns, ymir weedl^ iriA 
Sir DutMHM tiRSt1)tt'iR»r6 -prqpueA 'ftHrlNfth 
yoOT siftw** •• '• ^ 

«< 1 urili ntft ptff firtittt Wjr IM^, if f 
hwt fbrnid one !" Mtd i)»tioi>— «« 1: will 
net p&rt "frcMi hidi "andtcf cifCtuttstMUcts to 
terrible." 

** Ata '% ftietnt yott ^flH ever "fiftd in 
itte * imtfttrared Sir Dancab. 

*• tltefB,* . saSd Menteith, «* 1 -wil brre 
MacEagfa rmmed into an «^«cent ytputj 

me li^s attendance anA sasSststut^ 

« 19^ pteasore, my lord/ ttfunrered ffir 
t>trga3a.--<** 1 wffl ^ ytiar vcomeianr, «r 
assessor— either lorboiSi. YTotmeeMilttao 
it, ffor I had heard the n^cAe itoty ft iritottt^ 
ago at Inverarft ^carae— lytft uoslni^ls flcft 
il^ df ArdenvcJhr cotiftase e«(^ other ib 






^ 



:in3r laemoiyt ^riuch is besides occupied with 
matters of more importance.'' 

Upon heaffii^ this frank declaratioB» 
which was made as they left the apartment 
with the wounded man^-Lord Menteith 
dttted upan.i]^et^ • iMk of extreme 
anger and disdain, to which the self-con- 
ceit of iiit worthy commander rendered 
him totally initntit^^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I am asjfree as nature first made man. 
Ere the base laws of servitude began, 
' When wild in woods the noble savage ran. 

CknqiicstcfQranada* 

» 

^HE Earl of Menteith as he had under- 
taken, so he proceeded to investigate more 
dosely the story told by Ranald of the 
Mist, which was corrobcnrated by the exa- 
mination of his two followers, who had as- 
sisted in the capacity of guides. These de- 
clarations he carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destruction 
of his castle and family as Sir Duncan 
Campbell was able to supply ; and it may 
be supposed he had forgotten nothing re- 
lating to an event of such terrific import- 
ance. It was of the last consequence to 
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prove that this was no invention of the 
outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an im« 
pmtdr as the child and heiress of Arden- 
vohr. 

Perhaps Menteithy so much interested 
in believipg the .tale, was not altogeUier 
the fittest person to be entrusted with the 
iavestigatioh .<^ its truth; but the exa- 
minations of the Children o/ the Mist were 
simple, accurate, and in all respects consisr 
tent with each other. A. personal mark 
imns re&ired to^ which was known to have 
been borne by the infant child of Sir Dun- 
can, and which appeared on the left shouU 
4er of Aimot Lyle* It was ^so well re- 
nembeied, that when the miserable relics 
9f the other children had been collected, 
tbose of the infant had no where been 
'found. Other circumstances of evidence;, 
which it k unnecesisary to quote, brought 
the fullest conviction not only to Menteitb, 
taut to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose,, 
that in Annot Lyle, a humble dependant, 
distinguished only by beauty and talent^ 



&ey mett in fivtars to nnpeet the bcpjnefMif^ 
ArdeiifVidm ^ , . ^ 

WKlle Mentetdi liasttnad to coqubuqi* 
cate the result of these enquiries to tibe.|MNr* 
$tfm tooitt interested^ the <MttIaw 4ateigtid- 
6d ti> sj^eck t^itb his g]r«Adcluldl^wb0Bi.h^' 
usually ealled bis 90Di 

'< He wd&ld be foobdy.^ htf saidt. ^* m thei 
<nster a^rtment^ in which bar hkw^ l»id» 
been origkially deposited^". 

Aecordtngly, Ihe young iavagc^^aAer* 
dose seatdhf) iima ftmnd ItorkjcigiB a jdonisr^ 
coiled o|^ among^ some rotten atnm^ and 
bfooght to his gfafidsiYe« 

«< KetiMth,*^ said the oid oatlat^ ^hun 
the last wofds of the lire of thy ftth«; Jk 
Saxon soldier, and Attan of the Red4KUid»^ 
left thia camp within these few hoiir»»:t(iii 
tfavel to the coyntry of Caberfan^ Poiwe^ 
them &s the blood-hound piirmea the hi^t 
deer<««^swim the lake^^cUi^b the ftioutttaiat 
..--^thread the forest-starry not until yoajoitL 
them f and then, the oountenanee of th4^ 
Ud darkened. a$ hk gramlAthet sj^oltf ^ i»i^ 
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hli^laid hts hatitt xipbn a knife which stuck 
in the ihc^g of leather which confined his 
scanty plaid* •* No^"* said the old man, " it 
is not by thy hand he must fall. They 
wift ask th6 newB from the can)p*-say to 
them that Annot Lyle of the Harp is dis* 
covered to be the daughter of Duncan of 
Ardemvohrj that the Thane t>f Men teifh is 
to wed her before the priest ; and that you 
are sent to bid guests to the bridal. Tarry 
nbt thetr answer, btit vanish like the light- 
oitig when -the black dloud swallows it. — 
And now depart, beloved son of my best 
belowd 1 I shall never more see thy face, 
BOr ^arthe light sotind of thy footstep- 
yet tarry an instafrt and hear my last charge 
— *reniember tlte fate of our race, and quit 
ii6t the ancient niannefs of the Children of 
the Mist We are now a straggling hand- 
ful, driven from every vale by the sword of 
every dani who rule4n the possessions where 
their forefathers hewed fhe wo6d, and drew 
the water to ours, fitot in the tnicket of 
the wiHeriiess, and in the mist of tne moun- 
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taiiD, Kennelh, son of £rQrdit» keep 'thou 
unsoil'd the freedom which I leave thee «8 
a birth»right. Barter it not neither for the 
rich garment, nor fiorthe stone roof, nar 
for the covered boar^l, nor for the ooucb of 
down— on the rock» or in the vallejTf hi 
abundance or in famiqe^-in the leafy aniD.- 
mer, and in the days of the iron winters- 
Son of the Mist ! be free as thy fore&tlmns. 
Own no lord-*-receive no law~-takefio hine 
-i.-'give no stipend<~build no hiit*-^indoie 
no pasture — sow no grain ; — ^let the deer of 
the mountain be thy flocks and hej^s-^Hif 
these fail thee> prey upon the goods of our 
Qppressors— of the Saxons, . and of the Gael 
who are Saxons in their souls, valawg heids 
and flocks more than honour and freedom. 
Well for us that they do so<— it ^ordb 
the broader scope for our revenge. Re* 
member those who have done kindiMSSS to 
our race, and pay their sefvi<;es with thy 
blood, should the hour require it« If a 
Mac Ian shall come to thee with the howl 
of the king's son in his hand, shelter hi». 
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«Aoiigh the zrm^ng army of the faiher 
were behind him ; for ia Gtencoe and Ard* 
tittmurchsoi we have dwell in peace in the 
^foeara that have gone by. The sons of 
.DiarmU-^the race of DArnlinYafach--«-the 
lidera ofiMenteith — my corse on thy head, 
CJaUd of the Mtst, if thou spare one of 
4ho6e names, when the ttnie shall t>ffer for 
eofcttng^^ro off! and it will come anon, for 
^6ic4>wn swords shall devour each other, 
and.thode who^ie scattered shall fly to the 
iAiit, and perish by its Children. Once 
Aore, begoiie-^shake the dust from thy 
^ieetagainat the haUtations of men, whether 
banded together for peace or for wan Eare* 
wwell, beloved ! and ma/st thou die like 
4hy forefathers, ere infirntityj disease, or 
*ag6 ' ahall -break thy spir it*r-begone !-«be« 
gone!r«-liv€ifree—'requite kindness*— avenge 
the injuries of thy race." 

Tbe!young savage stooped, and kissed the 
brdw of bis ^ing parent ; but accustbmed 
Inm infancy to suppress every exterior 
&ff[k of dmottoO) he parted without tear oi^ 
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adieu^ and was woa ftf beyond the limited 
of MoQtrMe'a camp* . '^ 

Sir Dtigald Balgatly* ^k> was prawnfe 
during the latter part of this sceaei was- 
very little edified by the cenduol of Mto* 
£agh upon the oecaaion. ^* I QaoMt 
think, my^fdend Ranald/^ said hey ^ that 
you are in the belt posaiUb load ftt » 
dyii^ man. Stotmsy onalaughts^ fliaiaacfc^ 
the burning of suburbs^ are a wldief^a ibtly 
work^ atidm*e justified by the neeeamtyof Ui#^ 
ease, seeing that they are done in the cd wae 
of diUy ;. for burning of subiifh% in pattitti» 
lar^ it nay be said tha^they Me tn^lors and^i 
cut-throats to all fortified towns. Hesee it 
is pladn, that a soldiet « h a profession pecn^ 
liarly favcHired by Heaven, seeing that we 
may hope for salVatiQn, although we dat^ 
commit actionaof so great violence; Bnt 
th€9» Ranald, in all swvices of £arope, it 
is the c^om of the djiing soldief not tp^ 
vaunt hia\ of such doings^ or to veeom^ 
mend them to hie fellows ;. hiutj on the wm^ 
trary^ to enpresi ciMHtcitioii Ite^lhe ioae^ 
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«od to fep«at, of have reptated to him, 
some comfortable prayer ; which^ if you 
ptaMM, I ^1 inter<!ede witk his E^cellei)- 
cf9 chaplain to fr^kf cm yoar account,. 
Hu oth^^iiriM no point of my duty to put 
3lMt in mind ^f those thinp^s i onAj it may 
tot ibr the ease of your consetence to depart 
Miore like a (^visti^^ and leiis lifee a Turk^ 
tbM y^ seem «o be in » f ki ^ way of doing.'' 
\ lite onfy aiif«rerof the dying man— (for 
iS'isii^ Ranakl MacHagh might no^w be 
ciNiiidef ed)-«^tis a request to be raised to 
such a position that he might obtain a view 
fwm the windim of the C^Mle. The deep 
ftiM mist wfaieh had long settled upon the 
top of t^ mouiitaltis, wa& now rolling 
down ^ach rti^ed gleii aiid gully, where 
tlie> craggy viSi^t^ ahewed Iheit bfeck and* 
irregular ontMne, ^te desert islands rii^ing 
above tbe ocean of vapour* ^ Spirit of the 
Miatr aaidRanaldMaefiagh, •^oUledbyour 
race our father, and our preserver — receive 
int# thy tabernacle ^ clouds^ when this 
' f «ng is over, him mh&iti in 1^ tliou hast so 
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often sheltered." So sajing^ be souk bade 
into the arms of those ^1m uf^ld ^m, 
spoke no A^^her word, but turned his faioe 
to the wi^l for a short 9p%&ed 

^* I believe,'' said JOalfetty, ^^ my £deod 
Ranald will be fpund in bis heart to ^ lie 
little better tbun a be^fchen." And he ore- 
newed: his proposal to procurer htm t4B« as- 
sistanee of I)r WisbefHt, Monkrase^s jailiiaiy 
chs^liun ; <* a tnan," said Sir Stugajd, ^ ^esty 
cleyer in his eswdse, and who will do exe- 
cution on your sins in less tisKie tbs» I 
.€oi|ld smoke a pipe of tobaoco/* : . r/ 

*< SaxiHi," said tibe dyaig maiifi '* sipesd^ 
to me no more of thy priest — Idie:<sofi- 
tented* Hpdst thou ever aujenensy. against 
whom weapons were of Mr ayail^-*-»!kom 
the ball missed, and i^asntt whom ^»m- 
row sbivered,---aod whose bkresl^n was m 
impenetrable to swoi^ and:dirii asrtby steel 
garment I — Heardst thou ever of sueh ja 
foer VI 

*^ Very frequently, when I served in €hef- 
, many," replied SlrDugald* ^'Thircwas 

2 
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'Such a fellow at tngolstadt ; he was proof 
both against lead and steel. The soldiers 
Idlled him with the butts of their muskets.'' 

<vThis impassible foe»'' said Ransdd, 
^:D9^tfaout regarcttog the Majw's interrup- 
tion^ '^ who has the blood dearest to me 
upon his hands— 'to this man I have now 
bequeathed agony of mind, jealousy, dis- 
psiky and sudden ,death,-H)r a Hfe more 
miserable than death itsel£ Such shall be 
ijber lot of Allan of the Red-hand, when be 
le«ma tbM 4^ntiot weds Menteith ; and I 
ask no more than the certainty that it is 
ffo, to sweeten my own bloody end by his 
haod^" 

*^ If that be tte case/* said the Majors 
ff fare's no more to be said ; but I shall 
tadce caie as few pe^le Bee yoii as possiMe, 
fiE>f I cannot think your mode of departure 
eas be at all creditable or exemplary to a 
Christian army/' So saying, he left the 
apartment, and the son of the Mist soon 
afib^ breathed his last* 

» 

L Menteith, in the* meanwhile^ leaving tb^. 
new-found relations to their mutual feel- 
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ings (^mingled etebtiott, was ei^^rly di!^ 
cussing with Montrose the conse^ences ef 
this discovefy* *^I shoiild tiawsee,^ ^d 
the Marquis, ^evfen had I not before ob^ 
served that'your Jnt^^k in this discorery, 
vy dear Mentekhy . has no staait reference 
to your* own faappmess. You love this 
ocw-found Uidy^-^yoar alfectton is returo* 
ed» la point of birth, no exceptions ian 
be made ; in every other respect, her ad^ 

m. 

vantages lire equal to those- winch yon 
yoftirself possess^-^htnk; however, a bm- 
flB^it. Sit DuiK»i is a fiinatio— Presby^ 
terian at teast^^-^n amns against die Kaigi 
' he is only with us in the quality of a pri* 
sener^ and we are, I fear, boi at tiie cmn. 
tiimic^nient ^ of a hmg civil war. Is 4Ms a 
tittie,tbiiifcyou^ li^teitli, lar j^m ktf iMiia 
psofosals for hia beirass ? Or wfcat^ehMM 
is there tbal be wtfl tit>wlkt«9 taat ?'' 

P^Muaon, an i^geniott, as w^-M4n elo- 

qaent«dvoc«te, supplied the young neblfe* 

man witli a thousand answers to lAase «bi« 

jectioMu He reminded Montrose that the 
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XoiglH of Av&ttTolflHr was atkbcr a bigst 
Ml j)Qlitic$ nor reU^o* He mrgtd Ins iMm 
kitawn And pmved zcai for the wy^ cause, 
aiiiiluQted tliat kd iofliietice asig^t be e:^ 
teq^ed and airiB^gtheiiad by hia iv«ddiiig 
tlie heiftas o£ Ardcnvaluv He plaaded the 
dangerous stete of Sir i>ancaa?a woood| 
the risk which nwcst be sea by iiiiefhi|^ 
the y^tto§ lady ta be casried into the comi. 
ti^ of the CanphcUsy wiieve, in case of her 
ft^hei'a dieathy or aastiamed indisposittOD^ 
she must necessarily be plaped upder the 
^utidtattsfatp oC Afgjik, an event ^ital to 

li^ (MiMle2ife'»> bopeii. ttAbM fie eouia^ 
stoop to pttrehiie hia fiiironr bjit AbandtMitttg 
the Kiog^s pany^ 

Montrose sdlow«sd t^ A>f ce of these tr- 
gttomMVMd oWMd»;atehough the matter 
was iwHeiidod wtth dMBeolty^ yet it seostk. 
ed eonsiitefit irith the King'* servtce^thattit 
shoukibe coBolttdtd^^ speedily as poOHbie^ 

M I eottld wiibi?* Mdd hei «< that it were all 
selUfd in one way or another> and that thik 
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ftir Bnseis were rmioved from ou^ oamp 
before the retam of our Achilles^ Ul^n 
Jtf'AuIay* — I fear, some iktajl faud in that 
4|aarter, Menteith*— and I betieve it would 
be best that Sir DuQcan be dismisse4^on 
Mis jpwole, and that you acoompaa^ btoi 
.aod his daughter as his esQ(M*t* The ^ai)r- 
ney can be made, chiefly by watec, so mil 
not greatly incommode his wound— «ui 
-your. x>wn, my friend^ will be an honoura- 
ble excuse for the absence *of some time 
nftom my camp*" 

<« Ne ven"^ said Meotteitk « Were^ I' to 
forfeit the very bope.that hasiSo latdy .dawn- 
ed upon me, never will I leave your £xe«l- 
lency's camp while the {"oysl standard '^ 
displ^^ed. I should deserve thait. tilw trif 
Jing scratch shouU^^angnepe aod, opqsninp 
my sword arm» were I callable of Jioldtfig 
it as an eaccuse for ^bs^oce at tbia^qirisis. of 
the King's affairs." 

«« On th}s then you are detewined ?' 
said Mon^ose* 
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' ' ** As fixed as Ben-Ncvis,** said the young 
lioblemaD. 

*• Tou must then,** said Montrose, " lose 
no tfane in seeking an explanation with the 
Knight of Ardenvohr. If this prove fa- 
vourabfe, I will talk myself with the elder 
M^AuIay, and we will devise nbeans to era- 
ploy his brother at a distance from the 
artny until he shall be reconciled to his 
present disappointment. Would to God 
some vision would descend upon his ima^ 
gination fair enough to obliterate all traces 
of Annot Lyle ! Itiat perhaps you think 
impossible, Menteitii ? — ^WeU, each to his 
service ; you to that of Cupid, and I to 
that of Mars.*' 

They parted, and in pursuance ci the 
Scheme arranged, Menteith, early on the 
ensuing morning, sought a private inter- 
view with the wounded Knight of Arden- 
vohr, and communicated to him bis suit for 
the hand of his daughter. Of their mutual 
attachment Sir Duncan was aware, but be 



Mil 
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was fiot {Hrepared Ibr $o f»\f^ ddlrlttatkHi 
on the part of Mc^tetth. He mi^ tdlkMt 
that hm bad alnsady^ fm^rt^i^^ iaduigad "too 
mudi ia feelkigs of pef sonal hapf^iieMi^ mt 
a time when fcia i:Iai> had timt^ned aa gre^ 
a loss aad homHiatiofi, and that he irw tfft^ 
^Uiogy tlitfefore^ fiifth^r to eontider iSie 
advaiiMiiieM of his oifm hoitae At a p«t0d 
aft calatiiitttMt Qft thg mor^ uigfot svat 
•f the miUe Uvivr, ka Mq[aaaltd i ft^wte^ 
tft deUbef a*e Mid eoasalt wttb hk dw 

Tb^ veniK 4f thii Milervitw md dflijto* 
ntToii war f&vooraSfe ta BbnMttlu Sur 
Duficttt Giiiipbelt beedme fdlly MMiUa 
that the happiness of his new^finiid dai^h* 
tar d^eo^ npon a union with her 4tfVftr ; 
and tmlets audbt wia tiow lbraed» iMi shw 
^Hrt Afgjrle woidd throw a thoasuid «b» 
atadeA in the way of % match ifi emy r^ 
spect acceptable to himset£ Menf efilli*a ^ 
vate character waa ao-excelIent» imd Mwh 
was the rank and consideration dae tahis 



^M^um wd hxtnly, ifaat tfaey outbala^cedy 

m #if I>iiKaA'« <>pifiioii» (Qie itfferenee ia 

theftrfOUtieaiopMons. Nor<;ould he have 

leself jed, perliapfiy Iwd Ms <mu opiokm of 

^e niftteh been leas favoutmblei todeeliBe 

4tti9|'{K>ftuQity<of jnAttlgkfgl^ »eir4foimd 

.^idlriki of hit fespeflhi Xlien wtA$ ^enSes^ e 

. S^tiing of f»iie jfilikh dictated ^8 detm^ 

MimftiMi, Te produce tbelleiMfii ^ Ar- 

d46tw*lMr «0,«lie ^orid to^^ke^ho kid^nea 

laAueoted a {xior Jepgiwfcnt «o4 Mnnicieii 

te Ike fimiily ^ I>BiFfil$iHri«iie9it %ad smm- 

tliififg in it tkat was IniimftMlaip. T^ tntecv 

]fkice btt M ^idie lM«rdl!lied 4hi^ 

wife, of the Bail of MeMMitb^ »pim«n at* 

tadnneiit fonaed during her obacurityt was 

It warrant to the world that she had at aU 

Hmes been worthy of the njak to which 

the was elevated. 

It was under the iofiu wee of ^se eon* 
aiderataons that Sir Duncan Campbell an- 
nouneed to the lovers hk^onsent tibat they 
should be married in ^e ohi^pel of the 
CasUe^ by Montroscf-s chaplain, and as pri- 
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vately tt possible. But when Montrosfe 
•boiild break up from Itiverlochys fiyr which 
orders were expected in the course of a 
very few days, it was agreed thai the young 
Countess^ should depart with her father to 
hi&.castle» and rQCsajii thi»*e until the cir- 
cumstaiK^s of the niition permitted Men* 
teith to;ret9ke with bon^mr ftiom his prearat 
military employmeat His remlution being 
once taken. Sir Duncan Campbell would 
not permit the maidenly scruples of his 
daiii^ter to delay its exacrution ; and it was 
therefore resolved that the bridal shooU 
take place upon the next eveoing* being 
the second after the batUe« 



» * 
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CHAPTER XV. 

My Biaii^HBBrr Uiie^efed miid» lie Itaie svray, 
IHi6 to the toOs cf many a bloody ^j. 

Iliad, 



. It was necessar^y for many i^asoii8» tbtt 
Aogua M^Aulay, to kng the kind protect 
or of AniSkOt Lyle, ahouM be made acquaint- 
ed with the change m the fortunes of his 
late protegee ; and Montrose^ as he had un- 
dertaken, communicated to him th^e re- 
markable events. With the careless and 
cheerful indiff^ence of his character, he 
expressed much more joy than wonder at 
Annot's good fortune y had no doubt what- 
ever she would merit it, and as she had al- 
ways been bred in loyal principles, would 
convey the whole estate of her grim fana- 



tical &tiiet to Mine honest iMIow who lo« 
ved the king. <5 € should hsMre no ohjec- 
4km that my bMllier All»n tried liis^chance;" 
added he» f^ iM>twi4b8tanding that Sir Dun- 
can Gaoipbeli was the only man who ever 
cbargad DajdJoranKll w^ inhmpttaHty. 
Ammt X^yle cotild tdway s charm Allan out 
*ef tb^ iiMttoiii jmI ^^ km^m Aether 
(matrimoiiy Might ricft/tmtke hlM more a 
man of this wwld F*" 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the |iro- 
:|p€to <^ Im» eiwiie. hwil4^» ^ imferinifng 
iiJai4M «be JaAy «WM ak^eidy ^w^ aad 

^moat iflMMdttfbrty^ lie ^wedded iid liis 
fcUisnan^ (tiie fiari «f MearteMi $ «»d that, 
w twU««ay o^ithe^l^Mii^ieet due to M^ 
^Atfl^^ aotong 4ha My^sfiMfteetor, lie^wM 
«Dw m iwgoeit Shia pMMHot^ tft tlie eera- 
ttooy^ M^Anday IpodMl vfe?y grifM'at<|kii 
mMMaMioO) i»d 4mw «|^4il8 petam <R^ «^ 
:dkiaf OM wfca^lM^^ Cliat4ie'hai beea 
tte^ected^ 

^ He cmei|iv«d;^ 4ve«Ml, ^ilmt l|i» m^ 

7 
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§Qtm: k^ (tiwtmciiit'Of ^ihe jming kdy, 
while so manj years under his ro^^ re- 
qiiired(iRefla^tlufig mmk vtpwt sikdi 'ai^ occa- 
sion th^a « base vcmo^ltoieDt of eeremoiiy. 
He.mig&V' he tfabilghtr <« without alto- 
^^sijce, iiMai^e €ixj^cM tolMvil beencomdlt-* 
pdL He;msii€Ml lueidiiMian of M^teith 
wdkf no^aaaa oMdd wiib hMK bMter^ but he ^ 
must say hre tiiovgiii he had been hasty in 
this matter. All^a/'s setttifflents towd^' 
the yottiig Ittdy had beetle pratty wefi un- 
derakfod, and hf^ for one^ obuld AOt see 
why tiiesupefior pretensions whieh b« hud 
lyxm hM grdfttudtt shoiiid have been iset 
aside/ witkotft at^leaat undergoing softie 
pfetBriottsdiMusskm.^ t 
./ Mofittrosei Bi^itig too well whefre sill this 
fpiMVddr enti«a«ed M^Aulay to' be reason*- 
ablOf and to o^iisidm' what probability there 
was th«t the Knight of Ardenvofar cotild 
be bcwighi to eM&r the hand of his sole 
heiress upon* AlaHi whose uiidehiable ex- 
cellent qualities w^ere mingled with others^ 
by winck.they were overclouded in a man- 

VOL. IV. o 
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ser tbat istde all tren^lfi irko apprcwtiu 

^ Afy Icftdi" said Ab^s WAvHtf^ '' my 
brother AlUn has, as "God made us sdl^ fiislta 
as well at 'merits f but lie k the best and 
bravest man of^yo^r army, foe;tbe.ollier 
who he oiay, and tfaerefere iik deserved thMt 
his happiness flluMild have been so little coB'* 
suited by your £ji€ieU^ice«<^hy his own 
near fcinstnan^^and by a young peracm who 
owes all to him and tx> his fantfly*'' ... 
' Montrose in vain endeavoured to {liace 
the subject in a different view ^ .this was 
th^ point in which Angus waSidetarinined 
to regard it, add be was a ma»i9#!fchat,cali^ 
bre of understanding, who' is,iu9ciapable of 
being c<x»»0ced when he has 4>nce adopted 
a prejudice. Modtrose »aw' asBumed a 
hi^er tone^ and c^led upon Ai^iis to take 
bare hew he nourished any senlinients 
which might bepn^udicial to his. MiQesty's 
service. He pointed out to him^ that he 
was peculiarly desirous that AUjan's efforts 
should not be soterruptad in the OMrse of 

IS 
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Up present mission. ** A mmtm,'' he aaid, 
<< highly honourable for himself, and iikeljr 
to prove most advintageous to the King's 
cause. He expected his brother would 
hold no communication with him upon 
btho: subjects, nor stir up any cause of dis* 
sensiooy which might divert his mind from 
a matter of such iitipotCance." 

Angiis answered somewhat sidkily, that 
^ he was no make-bate^ or stirrer up of 
quarrek; he would rather be a peisce* 
maker. His brother knew as well an most 
men how to resent his own quarrels^-^ for 
Allan's' mode of receiving infomiation^ it 
was generally bdieved he had other sources 
than those of ordinary couriers, i He should 
not be surprised if tb€iy saw bim sooner 
than they expected." 

A promise that he would not interfere, 
was the farthest to which Montrose cbiild 
bring this man, thoroughly good- tempered 
as he was on all occasions, save swhen his 
pride, interest, or prejudices were inter* 
fered with.> And at this point he w^as faii^ 
to leave the matter for the present 
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. A more Trillti^ guest at the bridal cere* 
monyt certainly a more willing attendant 
at the marriage feast* was to be expected 
in Sir Dugald Dalgetty, whom Montrose 
neaolved to invitet as having been a cohfi- 
dant to the circumstances which preceded 
it. But even Sir Dugald hesitated, look- 
ed on the elbows of his douUet» and the 
knees of his leather breeches, and mum- 
bled out a sort of reluctant acquiescence 
in the inntation, providing he should find 
it possible, after consulting with the noble 
bridegroom* Montrose was somewhat 8ur« 
prised, but scorning to testify displeasure, 
he left Su: Dugald to pursue his own course. 
This carried him instantly to the cham- 
ber of the bridegroom, who, amidst the 
scanty wardrobe which his camp equipage 
afforded, was seeking for such articles as 
mic^t appear to the best advantage upon 
the approaching occasion. Sir Dugald en* 
tered, and paid his compliments, with a 
very grave face, upon his approaching hap- 
piness, which, he said, ^ he was veiy sorry 
he was prevented from witnessing.'' 
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** In plain truth,'^ said he, << I sfaduld but 
disgrace the ceremoDy, seeing that I lack 
a bridal garment ; rents, and opeh' seams;^ 
and tatters at elbows in the apparel of tb^ 
assistants, might presage a similar solutioii 
of continuity in yoiir matrimonial happi* 
uess — and to say truth, my lord, you your% 
self must partly have the blame of this dis» 
appointment) in respect you sent me upon 
a fool's errand to get a bufi^coat out of the 
booty taken by the Camerons, whereas you 
might as well have sent me to fetch a pound 
of fresh butter out of a black dog's throat* 
I had no answer, my lord, but brandished 
dirks and broad-swords> and a sort of growls 
ing and jabbering in what they call their 
language ; for my part, I believe thesis 
Highlanders to be no better than absolute 
pagans, and have been much scandalized 
by the manner in which my acquaintance, 
Ranald MacEagh, was pleased to beat his 
final march, a little while since." 

In Menteith's state of mind, disposed to 
be plea^d with every thing, and every 
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body/ the gr^ve complaint of Sir Dagftld 
furnished additional amusement* He re- 
quested his acceptanee of a very handsome 
buff-dress which was lying on the floor. ** I 
had intended ft," he said, " for my own bii- 
dai.^arment» as being the least formidable 
of my warlike eqcripments, and I have here 
no peacefiil dreiss.'* * . 

Sir Dugald made the necessary apolo^ 
gies— would not by any means deprive^-*: 
and so forth, until it happily occurred to 
him that it was n>uch more according to 
military Yule that the Earl should be mar-» 
fied in his back and breastpieces, whicK 
dress he had seen the bridegroom wear at 
the union of Prince Leo of Wittlesbach with 
the youngest daughter of old George Frc- 
da*ick, of Saxony, under the auspices of 

the gallant Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion 
of the North, and so forth. The good* 
natured young earl laughed, and acquies* 
ced ; and thus having secured at least one 
metry face at his bridal, he put on a light 
and ornamented cuirass, conce^dcd partly 



hf ft vebet ooat, and partly by a broad blue 
aSk scarf, whidi lie wore over his sbouldefy 
agreeably to his rank and the fiishion of the 
tiAtes* . 

Eirery thing was now arranged, and k 
bad hem settled^ tha^ aceoiding to the cos- 
tom pf the country the bride and bridcu 
groom should not again meet until they 
were before the altar. The hoar had al- 
ready atruck that sutn9ioned the bride* 
groom thither, and. he only awaited in a 
small ante^room adjacent to the chapel, for 
the Marquis, who condescended to act as 
bride's^man upon the. oecasion. Business re*^ 
laltng.to the army hav\ng^ suddenly reqoir* 
ed the Miorijuia^ instant attention, Menteith 
waited, his return, it may be supposed, in 
some impatience ; and when he heard the 
door of the apartment open, he said, laugh- 
ing, *^ You are late upon parade." 

*^ You will find I am too early,'' said Air 
Ian M^Aulay, who burst into the apar^ 
fiont ^^ Draw, Menteith, and defend yoijur* 
self like a man^ or die like 9 dog P^ 



'« Yiou^tse mad, AUtei'' asffimr«d Meiw 
teithy astoiii^ed alike at . bb^ audden dp^ 
pearaacs^ and at the unnttierable ftiry of hi» 
demeanour. His cheeks were livid^*^ft 
eyes started from, their «ockets-^his lips 
weie covered with foam, and his gestiife^ 
were, those of a demoniac; 
. . '* You. lie, traitor !'' was :h» £nuitic reply^ 
^rt-^^ you lie in. that, »sl'you lietih all you 
hAve jsaid tot me. Your lifb isia lie J" 

^.Did I not speak ihytboti^its when I 
icall^ you mad,^ saidMisnteith, iaM^aandyv 
^* your own life were a brief ooe* In what 
do you charge me with de^fiiigayeii f^ ' ' 

** You told me," answered MfAuIay, 
f* that you would not marry Annot Lylef 
— yalse tnaitor!— ahe-nowwaitayou iftthifr 
altar.** - 

• <<It.i8 you who speak. &lse,'' retorted 
Menteith. «* I told you the obscutity of 
her bitth was ths only bar io ouriuriicm — 
that is now removed ; and whom do yod . 
think your^lf that I should yield U]^ my 
pretension^ in yonr favour ?" 



«* I^iraw thep»" iMiM M'Aulay j ^* we un* 
dMstand each othen'' 

.^< Not now/' said MeBteith^ << and not 
hcte. Allan, you know me well — wait till 
tp-iDOirrow, and you shall have fighting, 
enough." 

«• This - hour-— this instant— or never," 
luaswered H^Aulay. ** Your triumph shall 
not go farther than the hour which is stific* 
ken. Ment^tl), I entreat you by our rela* 
tipnship— by our joint conflicts and labours 
— ^draw your sword,, and defend yoUi^ lif<ii !" 
As he spoke, he seized the EatPs hand> 
and' wrung it with such frantic earnestness, 
that his grasp forced th§ blood to start un« 
der the nails. Menteith threw him off with 
violence, exclaiming,— << Begone, mad- 
man !" » 

" Then, be the vision accomplished !" 
said Allan ; and, ilr^vwing his. dirk, struck , 
with his whole gigantic force at the Earl'd 
bo9om. The temper of the corslet threw 
the point .of the weapon upwards, but a * 
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de^p wotJnd took place between the nebk 
and shoulder ; and the force of the blow 
prostirated' the bridegroom on the flddn 
Montrose entered at one side of the asfte* 
ri»oiD. The bridal company, alarmed at tl)^ 
noise, were in equal apprehension iand sur^ 
prise ; but ere Montrose could almost tee 
what had happened, 'Allan M^Autey had 
rushed past him, and descended the eatstte 
stairs like lightning. ** Guards, shut the 
gate !•* exclaimed Montrose—** Seize him 
—kill Ikitoy tf he resists l-^-He shall die if he 
were my br<rther !" 

But Allan prostrated, with a second blow 
of his dagger, a eeiltinel who was upon 
duty — ^traversed the camp like a mountaiii- 
deer, though purstred by all who caught 
the alarm— threw himself into the river, 
and, swimming tb the <^posite side. Was 
soon lost among tife woo^s. In the course 
of the same ereding, his brother Angus 
and his followers left Montrose's camp, and, 
taking the road homeward, never again en- 
joined him« 



.■i~j^ *' • •»« 



▲ IJB0KNB Of MMITAOAE. M9$ 

\ ^ Allan, himself it is said, that; in a 
wmdeKfuHy ^hort space after the deed was 
eommitted, he burst into a toom in the 
Castle ^f Ioverara» where Argyle was sit^ 
tkig ia council, and flang on the table his 
bloody dirk« 

>*Is it the blood of James Graham?'^ 
said Argyle, a ghastly ei^uression of hope 
wixkig with the terror which the sudden 
apparition naturally excited* 

<< It is the blood of his minion/' answer,. 
€d M^Aulay-^^^ It is Uood which I was 
•predestined to sbed» though I would ra- 
^er have spilt my own.'' 

Having thus spoken, he turned and left 
the castle, and from this moment nothing 
certain is known of his fate. As the boy 
Kenn^h, witfi three of the Children of 
the Mist,' were seen soon afterwards to 
•cross LochfinCf it is supposed they dog* 
-ged his cotMse^ and that he perished 
by their hand in some obscure wilderoeia. 
Jl'ttotrher o|iinion maintainsy tl^at AIla$i 
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MfAuUy went abroad^ ai»I dbd ItAunk 
of the Carthu^SQ oti&4 Bat iH>tiliog 
bejrooid' ba?e presainplsoii coujd ever be 
brought in support of either opinkflii 

His vengeance was xnucti bsss eompieibi 
than he probably fancied; for M^toillsb 
though so severely wdwodicL as to De^min 
long in a dangerous Btate^ wa3, by havi^ 
adopted Major Dalgetty's fortunate recoln* 
mendation of a cuirass as a bri^teUgaceie^ 
happily retired from . the. wiir,st. come- 
qnences . of the blow. . But his detvices 
were lost to Montrose, and at was. thought 
best that he should be convfeyed with hia 
intended* countess, now tculy a ^moiirning 
l^^idey and skouhl accompany bis wounds 
fatherwin-law to the castle of Sir Dunoan at 
Ardenvohr* Dalgetty followed, tliem tt> 
the water's edge^ reminding Mentetth d' 
the> neoessily of erecting, a sconce im 
Drumsnab to cover his. lady's M^wl^i-^ 
quired inheritance; 

They performed their voyage itai salet|u 
and Menteith was in a few weeks so well 
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i«^bimItb, as to b0 united to Annot in thp 
.QMtle of her fsitb€». 

.; Tht Higblgadeyis were sinnewhat pus- 
zkdto reocMieiie Menteitfa's recovery with 
4ke vtsion^ of the :4S^GaD0 ^ht,; and the 
:iQ0i3e ,^3(peri0<iced Seers w«re displeased 
:iti&'jhijEK) fori not haying died. But otbens 
thotight the. credit of thevision sufficiently 
fulfilled, by the wound inflicted by the hand, 
and with;the ^eapon^ foretold i ai\d all were 
af'Opinion» that the incident of the ring, 
.w^h the death's head, related to the death 
.oft the bride's^ father, who did not survive 
bier marriage ixiany months. The incredu- 
.loius held, that all this was idle dreaming, 
.and that Allan's supposed vision was but a 
ctfnsequencei of the private suggestions of 
hk own pgssrioo, which, having kmg seen 
in Menteith a rival more beloved than 
.bknseif, struggled with his better nature, 
,aiidf impressed upon him, as it were invo- 
lunttoily, the idea of kiliiug his competi- 
tor-/ 

MentQlHx did not recover sufficiently to 
join Montrose during his brief and glorious 
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career; and when tteit heroic gen«f&lidls«' 
banded his army and retired frdm SeoilMiidt 
Menteith resolved to adopt the life of pri« 
vacy, which he led tiH the ReMoration. Af- 
ter that happy ev^t, 4ie occiipied a situs* 
lion in the land befitting his rank» U¥6i. 
long, happy alike in public regard and in 
domestic affection, and died at a good oM 
age. 

Our dramaUs persona have been mVL- 
mitedy that, excepting Montrose, whow 
exploits and fate are the theme x)f history, 
we have only to mention Sir Dugald Dat 
getty. This gentlemati continued, with the 
nost rigorous punctuality, to discharge his 
duty, and to receive his pay, until he ww 
made prisoner, among others, upon the 
iield of Philliphaugh. He was condemned 
to share the fate of his feHow- cheers on 
that occasion, who w^re doomed to deftth 
rather by denunciations from the palpit, 
than the sentence either of civii or miUtujr 
tribunal ; their blood being considered a^ a 
vort of isin-offering to take away the guilt of 
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tbtf ittidi and the &te imposed upon the Ca^ 
iiMniteSy under a special dispensation, be* 
ii^. impiously and crmelly. applied to theou 
{Several LfOW Coimtty officers* in the ser« 
wee of the Covenanters, interceded for 
Salgetty upon this occasion, representing 
Jmta as a person whose skill would be use* 
lul in their army, and who .would be rea^-* 
ly induced to change bis service. But on 
this point they found Sir Dugald unexpect* 
adrly obstinate. He bad engaged with the 
Ktiig for a qertain term, and, till that was 
expired, his principleswould not permit any 
ahadfow of changing.^ The Covenanters, 
a^n, understood no such nice distinction, 
and he was in the utmost danger of falling 
» martyr, not t^ this or that political prin« 
eiple, but merely to strict ideas of a miU« 
tary enlistment. Fortunately, his friends 
djacovered, by computation, that there re- 
gained bat a fortnight to eiapse of the en* 
gagement he had formed, aiad . to which, 
though certain it was never to be renews 
4^9 no power on earth could mike him 
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£dse« . With some difficulty they procured 
R reprieve for this short ^ace» after whiefa 
they found him perfectly willing to come 
under any engagement they chose to dic- 
tate. He enteied the i^rvice of the Esfcai^ 
Rocordingly, .and wrought himself. fc»> 
ward to be Major in Gilbert Ker's ooj?p3» 
€K>mmonly called the Kirk- 8 Own Reg^ 
ment of . Horse. Of his farther hiatpry 
we know nothing, until we find him in 
possession of his paternal estate of Druin* 
thwacket, which be aoquired^ not by the 
swords but by a pacific intermarriage with 
Hannah Strachan, a matron somewhal 
stricken in years, the widow of the Aber- 
deenshire Covenanter. . 

«iSir Dugald is supposed to have survived 
the Revolution, as traditions of no Very 
distant date represent him as cruising 
about in that country, very old, very dea:^ 
and very full of interminable stories aboitt 
the immortal GustavusAdolphus, tfaeXion 
of the NotA, and the bulwark of the 
testant Faith.. - . . 

X 
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; fiBADsa.! The: Tales of my Lani>- 
JLOBD 9re now finally closed, and it was 
§^y purpose to have addresi&ed thee in the 
vein of Jedediah Cleisbbotham.f but, like 
I^or^t^ tbe son of Asmar^and all other 
imfginary story* tellers, Jedediab has melt^ 
ed into thin air. , 

; Mr Cleishbotham bore tbe same resent- 
bluinc^ to Ariel, as he at wl»ose. voice 
h4 rose doth to the sage Frospero ; and 
yett so fond are we of the fictions of our 
own fiuacy, that I pajrt mtb« him, and 
all his imaginary localities,, with idle re- 
luctance. I am aware this |s a feeling iQ 
which the reader will little sympathize ; 
but he cannot be more sensible than I am, 
that sufficient varieties have now been ex- 
hibited of the Scottish character, to ex- 
haust one individual's powers of observa- 
tion^ and that to persist would be useless 
and tedious, I hisive the vanity to suppose* 
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that the popularity of these Novels has 
shewn my countrymen, and their peculia* 
rities, in lights which were new to the 
Southern reader ; and that many, hitherto 
indifierent upon the subject, have been is- 
duced to read Scottish history, from the 
allusions in these works of fiction. 

I retire from the field, conscious there 
remains behind not only a lai|^e harvest, 
but labourers capable of gathering if in. 
More than one writer has of late dis^Jayed 
talents of this description ; and if the pre- 
sent author, himself a phantom^ may be 
permitted to distinguish a brother, or per^ 
haps a sister shadow^ he would mention, in 
particular, the author of the very liv^ 
work, entitled " Marriage/' 
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